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Charmouth`s Earliest Photograph - 1860

Articles designed and written by Neil Mattingly

Firstly, a big thank you to all our members who help to keep our society solvent.
£6 a year for family membership may not seem a lot but your subscriptions help us
to publish The Village Echo each year and support the cost of running our website
www.charmouthlocalhistory.org.uk
Our free booklet Charmouth Old Village is now available in many village venues
and the large posters are in situ around the village and in holiday parks. A big big
thank you to Neil Mattingly for putting this superb booklet together.
Our next talk will be Jane Austen in Charmouth' in The Village Hall on Thursday
May 2nd at 7pm. Entry is free for members.
Finally, we are still looking for an additional committee member. Please contact us
via our website if you can help.
Phil Tritton Chairman

On the 16th October 1858 The Western Daily reports "This pretty little fashiona-

ble watering place, which is provided with nearly every trade and profession has
just added to its list of professors that of Photographic Artist", in the person of Mr.
J. Bottomley, schoolmaster, whose ability and taste have already displayed
themselves in the specimens that he has taken".

www.charmouthlocalhistorysociety.org.uk

We are fortunate that a number of photographs were taken by him of the village
which have survived. Amongst these is this one of the Coronet Coach which ran
between Bridport and Exeter from February 1858 till the summer of 1860 when
the opening of the LSWR railway to Exeter brought the service to an end. It left
the Bull Hotel in Bridport at 11.30 a.m. arriving at Pratt’s Hotel at 5pm. In the
reverse direction departure from Exeter was at 10 a.m. Bridport being reached
at 3 pm. The fares between Bridport and Exeter were inside 12/- outside 8/-.
The photograph is of interest as it shows a portion of Lydia Watts cottage on the
left which was pulled down in 1861 when the churchyard was enlarged. She had
been the widow of Joseph Bradbeer and had assisted him with running the Post
Office which occupied the shop which is now Nisa. By the side of her cottage
was the village Pound which was later moved to the junction of Old Lyme Hill
and Road.
The driver of the Coach was called Tiny, the post boy was Dan Biles, who afterwards kept The Star Inn. Fred West, in the white waistcoat, was the uncle of
Henry Wild and met all the coaches. Local historian, Reg. Pavey had the information concerning this historic photograph from William, the son of George Holly
who was the landlord at this time.
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Claremont House, The Street - Charmouth`s first Toll House
With the assistance of the many resources that exist today I have been
able to trace the history of Claremont,
which is a name bestowed on it after
the First World War when it became a
Guest House. Before that it was
known as Knapp House, which is now
confusing as a house of this name is
nearby. The earliest record I have
found so far of that name is in 1832
when Mrs Susannah Welch was living
there. From this I was able to trace the
ownership back to 1754 through the
earlier Poor Rate and Land Tax lists

Knapp House (Claremont House) in the centre with its distinctive bow window in 1870.

Near the junction of Higher Sea Lane and The Street is a large gabled house now
called Claremont. It has not always looked like that or known by that name. This
article will shed some light on its early history and those people who were to call it
their home for many centuries. For the building you see now was a fine Georgian
house that was remodelled at the end of the 19th century by Harry Pryer, as was
the fate of many other properties in the village. Early photographs reveal how it
once appeared on The Street with a curious curved window jutting out into its garden. Its five bay frontage had been altered by this addition and a larger window
had been inserted on the next level replacing two earlier windows. It had once
been where a Toll keeper had sat waiting for the many coaches that were passing
through Charmouth between Exeter and London. The stumps of the
original wooden gate that would
have straddled the Street were
found in 1937 whilst laying sewage
pipe. The original Turnpike Road
that passed through Charmouth
was built in 1756 and the toll office
may well go back to the time it was
opened. It was no doubt superseded in 1824 when a new one was
built in brick at the bottom of The
Street past the river, which is still
Work men digging stumps of Gate in The Street in 1937
standing today.
4

that have survived for Charmouth.
Although the original house was built in the mid-18th century by William Gray, the
site it stands on goes back much furToll House and gate at Chideock
ther in history. It would have originally
been owned by the Monks of Forde
Abbey in the Middle Ages. After the
reformation in 1539 it was bought by Sir
William Peter, whose son John was to
sell the village off to various land owners in 1575 on 2000 year leases. The
bulk of the holdings were bought by
William Pole of Shute, near Axminster,
although others had the opportunity to
purchase the remainder. The main buyer was Edward Limbry, whose family
formerly rented from the Manor.
Amongst these sites were Yandover (Little Lodge), Manns (The Elms) and Fountains (Charmouth House). In 1588 he was assessed for an income of £48 per year,
a considerable amount for those times. The estate was developed by his offspring
and the Will for Edward, his grandson for 1645 shows that his son Andrew was
living in the east part of what is
today Charmouth House and his
other son William in the west part.
He leaves most of his estate to
Andrew who in a later Will of 1692
leaves it in turn to his daughter
Mary and her son, William.
Charmouth House was formerly
called The Fountain Inn and with a
number of fields totalling over 40
acres that was later called Foxley
Farm and stretched back from the
Street as far as Old Lyme Hill.
The deeds to Charmouth House
Charmouth House
have survived back to 1708 which
5
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describe all the fields and their acreage. They reveal that it was Edward who had
sold the property to Edward Lush of Chideock, who in turn had sold it to Robert
Burridge, a famous mariner from Lyme Regis. By 1753 it had been inherited by
Francis Folaquier and Elizabeth nee Burridge, his wife who sold it off in separate
lots. Benjamin Bradford from Wootton Fitzpaine had Foxley Farm with its house
(now Badgers) John Goring had The Fountain (now Charmouth House) and William Gray the land where Knapp House (Claremont) was.
William Gray is where the story of Claremont now begins. He was no doubt the
gentleman who built the house we now see today, and his descendants were to
own it for nearly a century, although not to live there for most of that time. He first
appears in our records for the
Poor Tax list of 1754 as “Mr William Gray for his Estates -£1-1-0”.
This was towards the end of his
1754 Poor Rates
life which had been spent in
Limehouse in London. He had
considerable property both there and in Suffolk. His extensive Will of 1762 provides us with an insight into his family of four children and various grandchildren.
He was to provide a thousand pounds in trust as an annuity from the South Sea
Fund, which no doubt came to an end when the Bubble burst. He writes

out. Again, it his Will of 1823 that provides us with information on this gentleman.
He is described as a Haberdasher and Citizen of London who had other properties
and a share in the ship “Porpus”
as well as an estate in Kingston,
Jamaica. He leaves these and his
house in Limehouse to his sisters
- Elizabeth Fellows, Mary Aust
and Susannah Gray. It is Mary
Aust who in turn is the owner of
the Charmouth properties including Knapp House. Her Will shows
her living in Mile End, Essex and
Willliam Grays Will 1762
it is her nephew, Harry Smith that
inherits her Estate. She is 88
when she dies in 1822 and is buried in St. Anne’s Church, Tower Hamlets in London.
Mrs Mary Aust is shown as benefitting from the Charmouth Estate
in the Land Tax and Poor Rates
lists from 1780 until her death in
1822. It is the village Rectors, William and later his son, Brian who
are her executors for this. A list of
Poor Rates 1805

her various tenants and how much
they are paying in tax reveals
changes. In 1783 a map was produced for the Village, which has
since been lost but the record book
Mary Aust`s Will 1822
exists and shows the following with
Knapp House in bold:
99.Mrs Mary Aust, House & Orchard (£3-0-0d) 0a 1p 35r
100.Mrs Mary Aust, Late Grey`s House & Orchard (£6-0-0d) 0a 1p 36r
101.Mrs Mary Aust , Lambs Mead (£2-14-2d) 1a 2p 31r
102.Mrs Mary Aust, House & Orchard by the Mill (£2-10-0d) 0a 2p 38r
103 Mrs Mary Aust, House & Orchard opposite the Fountain Inn Garden(£2-10-0d)
0a 2p 26r
The house is rented to a number of wealthy tenants including the Reverend Joseph Good who is there from 1806 until his
death in 1817. There is a fine marble memorial to him and his wife, Elizabeth in St. Andrew’s Church. After him came George Hart
who lived there until his death in 1824 there,
aged 88. Coincidentally this was the year that
the estate came into the hands of Harry
Smith, the nephew of Mary Aust. There is a
considerable increase in the Poor Rates, signifying major changes or additions. These
reveal that Jacob Baker is paying slightly less
Rev. Joseph Good`s Memorial
tax for his house and orchard. Matthew Lock
3d Tax for his new house and garden. Mr.
Warner who has taken over the lease of Knapp House is paying 8d which is double
what George Hart was paying the year before. This no doubt was the year that the
adjoining properties now called Foxley Green and Foxley were built and Claremont
enlarged. He was only there briefly before his death and a Mr. Beaven is the next
tenant in 1827. It is interesting as in that year Mathew Lock now becomes the
agent for Mr Smith and his house is included with that of Knapp house in the Poor
Rates. The fact he was a builder may be of relevance as to who was working on
Knapp House and its neighbours at the time. The Poor Rates reveal a number of
different people renting the houses
and it is in 1830 that its name is recorded for the first time. By 1832 it is
Bennett Fellows R.N. who was receiving the rents and he had a new
tenant, Mrs. Susannah Welch. We
know more about her than previous
Poor Rates 1820
occupiers as her time coincides with
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“I William Grey late of Lime house in Middlesex, but now of Charmouth, in the
county of Dorset, Gentleman, do make this my last Will. After the death of my wife
all my messuages, Tenements, Several Closes of Land and hereditaments situated and lying within the parish of Charmouth to my eldest son, Bennett Gray”.
He in turn continues to live in London and rent Knapp House and other properties
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Bennett Gray`s Will 1823

Bennett Fellow`s Will 1842
Knapp House no.152

Tithe Map 1841

Census 1841

the 1841 Census which was also the year
a very detailed map was produced of the
village and is full of information. The
house and garden occupy just over an
acre that time although Bennett Fellows
owns 14 acres of surrounding fields behind it including where Five Acres is built
today. In his Will of 1842 he gives to “Mrs

Margaret Smith now living with us the copyhold house and premises in the parish of
Leyton in the county of Essex for her life
the property in the village of Charmouth in
the county of Dorset. I leave to her and at
her disposal to whom she may please.
This property has been in the family several ages. I request and hope Mrs Smith
will at her death leave all to one person”
His tenant, Susannah Welch was a widow, aged 45 with three daughters, Eliza,
aged 19, Susannah, aged 18 and Martha
aged 16. There are also two servants Marian Hodges and Sarah Lee living with
them. She continued to live there until
1861 when Dr. Joseph Symes takes on
the tenancy. He and his family are there
for a number of years and his wife appears on the 1881 census aged 76 by
then. There is a reference to their time
there in 1866 in the Dorset Chronicle concerning a fashionable wedding held in the
village which they were involved with. It
mentions “the wedding breakfast was at

Claremont House, The Street - Charmouth`s first Toll House
en. — Address Mrs. H., The Knapp. Charmouth. Her new tenant advertised in The
Stage as follows: “At liberty for Pantomime. Address as above. and Eccentric
Comedy. MR. H. Mant WORSLEY, of the
Wight, Disengaged. The Knapp House,
Charmouth , Dorset. 25 September
1885”.

He does not stay there long and the
lease was taken by Frederick Christian
Clarke, late of Chapel street, Bedford
Row, London, who sadly died shortly afterwards in 1890 in his 83rd year. The
Census the following year shows his widow, Elenora Clarke, aged 76 living there
with her 2 daughters and a servant. She
vacated the house in 1895 and the owner
at that time decides to sell it and it is auctioned on October 23rd of that year.

Lot 1.- All that desirable freehold marine residence known as “Knapp House” nicely
situated at the top of and close to the Main Street of Charmouth, where Omnibuses
pass daily to the G.W.R. and S.W.R. Stations, and lately in the occupation of F.C.
Clarke, Esq. deceased, and comprising 2 good sized Reception Rooms, China
Pantry, Kitchen, Scullery (with room overhead), 5 Bedrooms, W.C., Roomy outbuildings adjoining at rear, the whole standing in a large Garden, which is well
stocked with fruit trees, and very productive, having a convenient cart right of way
through another property to the main road. The house is substantially built of stone
and principally slated.

the residence of Joseph Symes, esq.,
Knapp House, from which the happy pair
started on their wedding tour. The church
bells rang throughout the day. The breakfast was most beautifully laid out, and the
house was tastefully decorated”.

On Mrs. Symes death in 1885 the house
was advertised as follows: “To be Let, fur-

Census 1851

Census 1871

nished for summer months, a House containing dining and drawing rooms, five bed
-rooms, including two attics, with lovely
view or hills and sea; use of piano and lin8

Early Photograph showing Knapp House with wooden fence before iron railings were put up c. 1865
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parture of the Larts. They converted the property into a Boarding House, changed
its name to “Claremont” and built a large dining room at the back. They were there
until 1931 when they moved to Southleigh in Charmouth It was then bought by
Elizabeth Clarke Littlebury who was there until 1949. In 1950 Marian May Howell is
shown as living there. By 1957 George and Winifred Wakley are recorded in the
Electoral Roll as living there. An Advert in the Charmouth and District Guide for
1952. describes Claremont as follows: “The oldest established Guest House in

Charmouth with delightful Garden overlooking Hills and Sea. Comfortable Lounges. Excellent English Fare. Own Fruit and Vegetables. Electric Light. Five Minutes
Sea. Mild Winter Climate. Golf. Eighteen Holes. Tennis. Safe Bathing. Boating”.
Tel. Charmouth 36 .Tariffs on Application. Mr and Mrs. G.P. Wakley.

It would seem that the house was later divided into two apartments for in 1964 William and Winifred Smith are in 1 Claremont, with Florence Smitten, Reginald and
Margaret Williams are in 2 Claremont, which it remains today.

Claremont in 1922

Lot 2. - All that very attractive Meadow of about one and half acres at the rear of
“Knapp House” with an entrance into Sea Lane, that offers opportunity for an excellent Building Site, having a splendid view of the Bay.

I am unsure who bought the freehold at that time, although it may have been Frank
Coles, the village Baker who was known to have bought other houses from the
Smiths. Reginald Pavey the famous Charmouth Historian writes that The Bay windows were added by H.W. Pryer at this time.
The 1901 Census shows a Julia Slaytor,
born in Gringley, Notts aged 39 living at
Knapp House with her two unmarried
daughters. She was only living there briefly
for in 1903 Dr. Charles Edward Lart M.B.
moves in with his family. The 1911 Census
describes him as aged 44 living with his
wife was Amy Vincent Lart. They had two
daughters and three sons. He comes from a
distinguished Huguenot family and was
born in 1867, at 29, St James Square, Notting Hill. He went to School, at Westminster.
He matriculated from Corpus Christi College Oxford in 1886; B.A. 1889. 2nd Lieutenant 1st Cinque Ports Vol. Art., 1900.
Served in the Great War, 1914-19 (Capt.,
Devon Regt. (T.F.); Officer-Instructor attached to New Zealand Forces, 1916-17.
He was an expert on Huguenot History and
wrote a number of books and articles on the
subject.
Knapp House was later bought by Alfred
George and Hannah Hodges after the deCharmouth Guide for 1952 advert
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Old St. Andrew’s Church before its demolition in 1835

A drawing of the old Church dated 1832

This drawing of the old church which stood where St. Andrew’s stands today is
the only one yet to have come to light and is a unique record of how it looked in
the year 1832. The original is now in the collection of the Philpott Museum in
Lyme Regis. We are fortunate that we do also have a wonderful model made
by William Hoare shortly before its demolition which is illustrated here and con-

William Hoare`s Model of the Church
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Old St. Andrew’s Church before its demolition in 1835

St. Andrew`s Church by Thomas Carter Galpin in 1835

firms that the drawing is indeed of Charmouth Church which was then called
St. Matthew’s.
This drawing is so important in understanding the previous edifice in context
with the buildings around. It shows the old building that had previously been the
stables and coach house for the Old Manor opposite and later became a butchers, with a pound next to it. Both were demolished in 1861 to extend the
churchyard. The new Rectory was built shortly before the present church in
1832 and is shown here in the background. The side of the old Coach and
Horses can be seen on the left. It can be seen from the illustrations below that
the earlier church took almost the same ground area but was lower with a higher tower. Diana Sperling who was a friend of Thomas Snow, the Curate at the
time produced some watercolours in 1832 illustrated below of St. Matthew’s.
The ivy-clad roof shown in the view from the Rectory had at its apex a stone
carving of an Abbot dating back to the time when the village was owned by the
monks of Forde Abbey which is still to be seen in the church today.

Statue of Abbot

Old Church by Diana Sperling
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Charmouth`s Earliest Map from 1539

J.M.W. Turner`s Visit to Charmouth in 1811

In 1539 a map was commissioned to show the defences along the southern
coast. Though simplistic it does give an idea of how the village looked with a
group of buildings surrounding the Church. To the right of the beacons is Lyme
Regis with its Cobb clearly shown at the top. The Church is not dissimilar to the
drawing below of the earlier building. Two years later Leland toured England
and describes Charmouth as a "Good Fisher Town", which had an estimated
population of 200. The beacons would have blazed all along the coast at the
time of the Spanish Armada in 1588. The map below shows the two sides lined
up in Lyme Bay. In contemporary records there is a note of the probable places
for landing of the Spanish in the county of Dorset including Charmouth.

Britain's greatest artist - J.M.W. Turner visited Charmouth in 1811 and painted
this beautiful view of a squall looking towards Lyme Regis, which is now in storage in the Kelvingrove Gallery in Glasgow. There are 3 drawings in his sketchbook kept in the Tate Gallery, of Charmouth shown below which records the
village in that year. Turner was commissioned by William Cooke to provide watercolours which were later engraved for “Picturesque Views of the South Coast
of England”. They were initially released in instalments and the engraving of
this view appeared first in 1814. Turner was originally contracted for twentyfour drawings at £7.10s. each, but his fee was increased to ten guineas in
1815 after the first four parts had been issued. Eventually he provided forty
subjects for the project. Turner was slow at finishing the remainder and it was
not until 1826 that the two volumes were completed and published.

Old Lyme Hill

14

View towards Lyme Regis

15

View towards Golden Cap
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The Charmouth Whale Incident in 1840

On the 5th February 1840 a large mass was observed by the coastguard floating towards the Charmouth Beach. They thought it was originally the hull of a
wreck, but in grounding it was perceived to be a large fish. The preventive men
got a rope round it and after an hour it died. It soon attracted a crowd of inhabitants. As there was a danger of it being carried off by the next tide, the Lord
Paramount of the Manor, John Bullen, to whom as a drift from the sea it belonged, directed that it be cut into five parts. This was achieved by a large hand
saw with great labour. After three days it was removed into the village, and exhibited as a curiosity to visitors from all parts of the country for a week. The
money raised, of between twenty and thirty pounds, was given to the preventive men and others who assisted. The extreme length was forty-four feet and
the girth at the widest twenty-one feet. After being exhibited it was bought by a
villager. He took the lean off for manure and the fat converted into oil. The
bones were then buried in lime and cleaned. The owner then fixed the skeleton
and placed it under a long shed for exhibition to the curious.

16

Views of The Street in 1865

Edward Lamb is seen here standing outside his shop in Portland House before
1865. We can date it from the fact that the earlier building where the Court
stands today can be seen lower down The Street and this was demolished in
that year. The watercolour below from the same vantage point shows the shop
again with the name of Stevens on the head-board. John Stevens ran the grocers from 1865 until his death in 1878 and was buried in Charmouth Church-
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George Frean, Lord of the Manor 1853-1863

George Frean, Lord of the Manor 1853-1863

Matthew Liddon finally decided to sell The
Manor of Charmouth with Langmoor House
which together with meadows was almost 100
acres by Auction at the Auction Mart, Bartholomew Lane in London on Thursday 18th August 1853. Matthew was the grandson of
James Warden who had originally bought it
from Francis Henvill in 1788 and had died in a
duel with his neighbour four years later.
The estate was bought by George Frean,
aged 61, and his son George Henderson
Frean, who originated from Plymouth, for
£6500. The family had prospered, and
George senior was shown as Mayor of the
town at one time. They were described as
corn merchants and operated a number of
mills in the Plymouth neighbourhood and were living by Drakes Place Mill in the
town. George had formed the Plymouth and Dartmoor Gunpowder Company near
Postbridge, Dartmoor. Its Production started in 1844 after he had spent £12,000
on the venture. The gunpowder was in great demand for both quarrying and for
farmers clearing rock from their land. Over a hundred people were employed and
it prospered until the invention of dynamite in 1867 when demand fell dramatically.
George Frean retired in 1885 after selling this business.
The London Evening Standard in October of 1853 reported the following:
“Charmouth - That part of Charmouth cliffs and lands adjoining belonging to M.

It is difficult to reason why he was to pay such a large sum for the Charmouth
Manor Estate, but in the end, it proved a good investment. Before the year was
out, he was to sell off Langmoor Manor from it to Ann Farwell Moly for £3400 and
a parcel of fields to John Wilcocks for £2000. His name rarely appears in the records of Charmouth, for at
this time the Censuses
show him living in Drakes
Place in Plymouth with his
family. But one interesting
piece of information is a
1861 Census showing that
his son John Fender Frean
between 1856 and 1858
had 3 children one being
born in Lyme Regis and the
other two in Charmouth.
But by the 1861 Census he
had returned back to Plymouth. He no doubt lived in
Old Cement Works pre 1870
one of his father’s houses

in the village, but it is difficult to pinpoint precisely which one for this short period.
Harrods Directory for1855 describes George Frean as the Lord of the Manor and
the main land owner. There is another reference to George being paid a rent of £3
a year by the Excise men who occupied the cliff slope immediately west of the Cement Factory. Here they had built the little octagonal lookout, which still stands on
the Manor land. The deeds for the Manor of Charmouth show that he borrowed
heavily against its value and by 1863 owed £3750. When it was eventually sold,
his son George Hender Frean is shown as benefiting from the sale and it no doubt
helped with the finance of his other business. For his claim to fame is that he was
one of the co-founders of the world-famous biscuit firm - Peek Freans.
George Frean senior set up a Cement Works near the existing Lime Kilns by the
mouth of the River Char and the sea. His sister, Anna Frean had married Michael
Morcom, described as a merchant at Plymouth in 1836. They were to have ten
children. One of whom - George Frean Morcom was to later reside in Los Angeles
and become world famous as an Ornithologist. But in 1851, the family are living at
St Agnes in Cornwall and Michael is described as a Mine Agent. No doubt with a
background in quarrying the Morcoms would be ideal for running a Cement Factory
for George. By January 7th, 1853 the building we see today had been finished by
the local builder Giles Pryer and a later auction catalogue reveals that Mr. Morcom of Plymouth had a 21
year lease and was paying £100 a year rent for a Cement Mill, a Stone and Slated Building, with two floors,
lean to, and two kilns But sadly the business never took
off and may well have contributed to George Frean`s
decision to sell his Estate to John Hawkshaw on January 1 1864 for £6000. This was precisely 10 years from
the day he had bought his property in Charmouth from
the Liddons. So ended an interesting chapter in Charmouth`s history which few people would be aware of. It
does explain why the Cement Works came to be built. In
its day, a ‘white elephant’ due to its size, but now an
important resource for the promotion of the Town. The
Factory was built for grinding the lime stones found on
the beach for the manufacture of cement. It consisted of
a large room facing east with double doors and a small
office just inside on the left. Opposite the entrance was
a doorway leading into the engine room and to the
"boiler room”. The engine was a small beam engine with
a large fly-wheel, by the side of which was another door
leading to a room containing machinery, There were
two other compartments, probably store rooms, one with
a door by the side of that leading to the engine room
and the other with an entrance from the yard outside on
the west side. Opposite this door and built into the west
cliff were two lime kilns. The boiler room had a tall chimney, which for many years was a very useful guide for
fishermen for locating their fishing grounds. There were
no doors or windows facing the sea, The two store
The Beam Engine
rooms are now part of the beach cafe. The upper floor
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Liddon, Esq., lying between the Sea Lane and Lyme, has lately been purchased
by a company of Plymouth gentlemen. The cliffs abound with large quantities of
stone, which when burnt, produces an excellent cement of the Roman kind. We
understand that kilns will be immediately built for its calcination.

George Frean, Lord of the Manor 1853-1863

George Frean, Lord of the Manor 1853-1863

Matthew Liddon finally decided to sell The
Manor of Charmouth with Langmoor House
which together with meadows was almost 100
acres by Auction at the Auction Mart, Bartholomew Lane in London on Thursday 18th August 1853. Matthew was the grandson of
James Warden who had originally bought it
from Francis Henvill in 1788 and had died in a
duel with his neighbour four years later.
The estate was bought by George Frean,
aged 61, and his son George Henderson
Frean, who originated from Plymouth, for
£6500. The family had prospered, and
George senior was shown as Mayor of the
town at one time. They were described as
corn merchants and operated a number of
mills in the Plymouth neighbourhood and were living by Drakes Place Mill in the
town. George had formed the Plymouth and Dartmoor Gunpowder Company near
Postbridge, Dartmoor. Its Production started in 1844 after he had spent £12,000
on the venture. The gunpowder was in great demand for both quarrying and for
farmers clearing rock from their land. Over a hundred people were employed and
it prospered until the invention of dynamite in 1867 when demand fell dramatically.
George Frean retired in 1885 after selling this business.
The London Evening Standard in October of 1853 reported the following:
“Charmouth - That part of Charmouth cliffs and lands adjoining belonging to M.

It is difficult to reason why he was to pay such a large sum for the Charmouth
Manor Estate, but in the end, it proved a good investment. Before the year was
out, he was to sell off Langmoor Manor from it to Ann Farwell Moly for £3400 and
a parcel of fields to John Wilcocks for £2000. His name rarely appears in the records of Charmouth, for at
this time the Censuses
show him living in Drakes
Place in Plymouth with his
family. But one interesting
piece of information is a
1861 Census showing that
his son John Fender Frean
between 1856 and 1858
had 3 children one being
born in Lyme Regis and the
other two in Charmouth.
But by the 1861 Census he
had returned back to Plymouth. He no doubt lived in
Old Cement Works pre 1870
one of his father’s houses

in the village, but it is difficult to pinpoint precisely which one for this short period.
Harrods Directory for1855 describes George Frean as the Lord of the Manor and
the main land owner. There is another reference to George being paid a rent of £3
a year by the Excise men who occupied the cliff slope immediately west of the Cement Factory. Here they had built the little octagonal lookout, which still stands on
the Manor land. The deeds for the Manor of Charmouth show that he borrowed
heavily against its value and by 1863 owed £3750. When it was eventually sold,
his son George Hender Frean is shown as benefiting from the sale and it no doubt
helped with the finance of his other business. For his claim to fame is that he was
one of the co-founders of the world-famous biscuit firm - Peek Freans.
George Frean senior set up a Cement Works near the existing Lime Kilns by the
mouth of the River Char and the sea. His sister, Anna Frean had married Michael
Morcom, described as a merchant at Plymouth in 1836. They were to have ten
children. One of whom - George Frean Morcom was to later reside in Los Angeles
and become world famous as an Ornithologist. But in 1851, the family are living at
St Agnes in Cornwall and Michael is described as a Mine Agent. No doubt with a
background in quarrying the Morcoms would be ideal for running a Cement Factory
for George. By January 7th, 1853 the building we see today had been finished by
the local builder Giles Pryer and a later auction catalogue reveals that Mr. Morcom of Plymouth had a 21
year lease and was paying £100 a year rent for a Cement Mill, a Stone and Slated Building, with two floors,
lean to, and two kilns But sadly the business never took
off and may well have contributed to George Frean`s
decision to sell his Estate to John Hawkshaw on January 1 1864 for £6000. This was precisely 10 years from
the day he had bought his property in Charmouth from
the Liddons. So ended an interesting chapter in Charmouth`s history which few people would be aware of. It
does explain why the Cement Works came to be built. In
its day, a ‘white elephant’ due to its size, but now an
important resource for the promotion of the Town. The
Factory was built for grinding the lime stones found on
the beach for the manufacture of cement. It consisted of
a large room facing east with double doors and a small
office just inside on the left. Opposite the entrance was
a doorway leading into the engine room and to the
"boiler room”. The engine was a small beam engine with
a large fly-wheel, by the side of which was another door
leading to a room containing machinery, There were
two other compartments, probably store rooms, one with
a door by the side of that leading to the engine room
and the other with an entrance from the yard outside on
the west side. Opposite this door and built into the west
cliff were two lime kilns. The boiler room had a tall chimney, which for many years was a very useful guide for
fishermen for locating their fishing grounds. There were
no doors or windows facing the sea, The two store
The Beam Engine
rooms are now part of the beach cafe. The upper floor

18

19

Liddon, Esq., lying between the Sea Lane and Lyme, has lately been purchased
by a company of Plymouth gentlemen. The cliffs abound with large quantities of
stone, which when burnt, produces an excellent cement of the Roman kind. We
understand that kilns will be immediately built for its calcination.

20

Aerial Photograph taken of Charmouth in 1927
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Aerial Photograph taken of Charmouth in 1927
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George Frean, Lord of the Manor 1853-1863

Peek & Frean

Rousden, near Lyme Regis

Matthew Liddon finally decided to sell
The Manor of Charmouth with Langmoor House which together with meadows was almost 100 acres by Auction
at the Auction Mart, Bartholomew Lane
in London on Thursday 18th August
1853. Matthew was the grandson of
James Warden who had originally
bought it from Francis Henvill in 1788
and had died in a duel with his neighbour four years later.
The estate was bought by George
Frean, aged 61, and his son George
Henderson Frean, who originated from
Plymouth, for £6500. The family had
prospered, and George senior was
shown as Mayor of the town at one
time. They were described as corn
merchants and operated a number of
mills in the Plymouth neighbourhood
and were living by Drakes Place Mill in
the town. George had formed the Plymouth and Dartmoor Gunpowder Company near Postbridge, Dartmoor. Its
Production started in 1844 after he had
spent £12,000 on the venture. The gunpowder was in great demand for both
quarrying and for farmers clearing rock
from their land. Over a hundred people
were employed and it prospered until
the invention of dynamite in 1867 when
demand fell dramatically. George
Frean retired in 1885 after selling this

business.
The London Evening Standard in October of 1853
reported the following:
“Charmouth - That part of Charmouth cliffs and

lands adjoining belonging to M. Liddon, Esq., lying
between the Sea Lane and Lyme, has lately been
purchased by a company of Plymouth gentlemen.
The cliffs abound with large quantities of stone,
which when burnt, produces an excellent cement
of the Roman kind. We understand that kilns will
be immediately built for its calcination.
It is difficult to reason why he was to pay such a
large sum for the Charmouth Manor Estate, but in
the end, it proved a good investment. Before the
year was out, he was to sell off Langmoor Manor
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George Frean, Lord of the Manor 1853-1863

Disused Cement Works used by Robert Hunter to store Bathing Machines in 1900

from it to Ann Farwell Moly for £3400 and a parcel of fields to John Wilcocks for
£2000. His name rarely appears in the records of Charmouth, for at this time the
Censuses show him living in Drakes Place in Plymouth with his family. But one
interesting piece of information is a 1861 Census showing that his son John Fender Frean between 1856 and 1858 had 3 children one being born in Lyme Regis
and the other two in Charmouth. But by the 1861 Census he had returned back to
Plymouth. He no doubt lived in one of his father’s houses in the village, but it is
difficult to pinpoint precisely which one for this short period. Harrods Directory
for1855 describes George Frean as the Lord of the Manor and the main land owner. There is another reference to George being paid a rent of £3 a year by the Excise men who occupied the cliff slope immediately west of the Cement Factory.
Here they had built the little octagonal lookout, which still stands on the Manor
land. The deeds for the Manor of Charmouth show that he borrowed heavily
against its value and by 1863 owed £3750. When it was eventually sold, his son
George Hender Frean is shown as benefiting from the sale and it no doubt
helped with the finance of his other
business. For his claim to fame is that
he was one of the co-founders of the
world-famous biscuit firm - Peek
Freans.
George Frean senior set up a Cement
Works near the existing Lime Kilns by
the mouth of the River Char and the
sea. His sister, Anna Frean had married
Heritage Centre today
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the town. George had formed the Plymouth and Dartmoor Gunpowder Company near Postbridge, Dartmoor. Its
Production started in 1844 after he had
spent £12,000 on the venture. The gunpowder was in great demand for both
quarrying and for farmers clearing rock
from their land. Over a hundred people
were employed and it prospered until
the invention of dynamite in 1867 when
demand fell dramatically. George
Frean retired in 1885 after selling this

business.
The London Evening Standard in October of 1853
reported the following:
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lands adjoining belonging to M. Liddon, Esq., lying
between the Sea Lane and Lyme, has lately been
purchased by a company of Plymouth gentlemen.
The cliffs abound with large quantities of stone,
which when burnt, produces an excellent cement
of the Roman kind. We understand that kilns will
be immediately built for its calcination.
It is difficult to reason why he was to pay such a
large sum for the Charmouth Manor Estate, but in
the end, it proved a good investment. Before the
year was out, he was to sell off Langmoor Manor
22

George Frean, Lord of the Manor 1853-1863

Disused Cement Works used by Robert Hunter to store Bathing Machines in 1900

from it to Ann Farwell Moly for £3400 and a parcel of fields to John Wilcocks for
£2000. His name rarely appears in the records of Charmouth, for at this time the
Censuses show him living in Drakes Place in Plymouth with his family. But one
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Heritage Centre today
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Charmouth Sail Cloth Factories

Francis H. Newberry painting in Bridport Town Hall of Sail Cloth Weavers
At the turn of the 18th century at the height of the Napoleonic wars, Charmouth
was a centre for Sail Cloth Making along with many other villages centred on
Bridport. The fields around would be growing Flax, the staple for its production. By
then there were three firms in operation in different parts of the village. At the top
was George Webber, where Askew House is today, in the middle was Jacob Ridley Kitt where Little Lodge is now and at the bottom by the bridge were the workshops of William Burnard. They supplied employment for many of the villagers,
who would also carry out some of the processes from their homes. It is difficult
today to visualise how different Charmouth would have looked in those times, although some of the buildings still remain.
The first of these was that of George Webber. The site of his workshops were
where Askew House is now and was known as “Little Grange” at that time. George
lived in Portland House nearby and owned and rented a number of fields where he
grew Flax. The insurance policy for his house and business for the year 1787 has
recently come to light and shows that he was paying £500, a considerable
amount. It describes a workshop and warehouse and substantial stock. All the
buildings were then thatched. George
was born in Charmouth in 1742 and married Hope Palmer in 1772. She was sadly to die young in 1798 and he later remarried Sarah. The Webber’s had long
lived in the village and a Poor Rates list
for 1754 has Anthony Edwards Leasing
a house described as “Webber’s”. In
1783 Richard Phipps Henvill commisThe site of George Webber`s workshops sioned a detailed map of the village by
24

Charmouth Sail Cloth Factories
Upjohn of Shaftesbury. Unfortunately, the map has been lost, but the
accompanying record book was copied by the famous historian George
Pavey and from it we can see that
George had a house and orchard
with an area of 33 roods in that year
and was to increase his holdings by
the time of his death in 1810.On the
death of his wife Sarah, six years
later, the estate passed to his wife`s
brother-in-law - Robert Knight who
ensured they had a fine stone tomb
which still can be seen at the side of
St. Andrew’s church.
Further down The Street next to Nisa
is “Little Lodge”, although much altered this house was the home of
George Webber`s Insurance Policy for 1787 Jacob Ridley Kitt and had a long history of Sail Cloth making in the surrounding workshops. Two of these
form part of the neighbouring Charmouth Lodge. The house and fields
were known as “Yandover”. The
Parkers still have the deeds to
Yandover which show that Joan, widow of Henry Samways and her son in
law, Giles Merefield of Beaminster
sold their share of Yandover in CharGeorge Webber`s Grave
mouth to William Hutchins alias
Chappell in 1718. What is even more interesting is that a Flax Mill is still standing
there at Lower Yandover, Netherbury that was used for producing Sail Cloth dating
back to before 1720. A deed in the Dorset Record Office relates to a surrender of
Yondover Meadow by Ann Crabb to Robert Merefield of Beaminster who later
owned it. It would seem that both the Samways and Merefields were Sail Cloth
Makers and when it was sold to William and Agnes Chappell the description of the
existing property bears this out as follows:

“ all that dwelling house with coach house, warehouse, workshops, curtilage, gardens , orchard, stable with several pieces and parcels, closes called Yandover formerly 7 closes and now 5 closes consisting of 16 acres”.
Agnes and William Chappell were to have a daughter, Mary who was born in 1716.
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But in 1743, a year after the death of her husband the deeds show that Agnes
Hutchings alias Chappell and Sarah Clapcott sells Yandover to Jacob Kitt, who
was also described as a Sail Maker. I am sure that the 16 acres of fields that
formed part of Yandover estate were used to grow Flax, which was a staple of the
Sail Cloth making business. The plants had to be prepared before they could be
used for spinning and the preparation was mostly carried out in mills, such as Kitts.
The earliest Poor Rates List for the village describe Mr. Jacob Kitt of "Yandovers"
and in the same year William Gale is shown as an Apprentice to Kitt, Sail Cloth
manufacturer. The Parish Records reveal that he married Mary Ruttley and they
were to have two children- William and Jacob Ridley Kitt. Sadly he was to die in
1770 aged just 50 and leaves his business to his wife, as his children are just 16
and 14 respectively at the time of his death. But in 1776 Mary remarries John Randall, a widower living in the village and it is his name that appears on the Land tax
and Poor Rates lists for Charmouth. In 1786 Jacob Ridley Kitt is shown as paying
the rates on the house. Two years later Mary dies and her estate goes to her two
sons Jacob Ridley and William. In 1789 Jacob Ridley Kitt was shown as a Sail
Cloth Maker with William Burnard as his apprentice. The Deeds for Yandover in
the year - 1793 are very descriptive:
“ William Kitt conveys to Jacob R. Kitt all rights to House with workshops, Court-

workshops, gardens, orchards and stable. During the next few years there was an
obvious boom in Sail Cloth with the increase in ships needed for the Napoleonic
Wars.
Sadly his success was to come to an end with the sharp decline in the market for
sails after the end of the war in 1815, when it would appear that Jacob was to lose
his business and moved to London. The group of former Sail Cloth manufacturing
buildings facing on to The Street were bought by James and Stephen Atkinson
from Beaminster. They seem to have been early property developers as they demolish, as well as sell on, various buildings.
The next Sail Cloth Maker we will deal
with is William Burnard whose workshops
were at the bottom of The Street by the
Bridge. In1804 he built and lived in what
is today known as Bow House and the
adjoining property Stow House was for his
father-in-law Peter Good, who was the
Minister for the Chapel on the opposite
side of The Street. The workshops were
Bow and Stow House
behind the houses. He bought and rented
a number of fields to grow Flax on including Wood Farm which he rented from Mrs.
Austin. A newspaper report on the 25th October 1823 describes a major setback
for him as follows:

leys, garden, Orchard hitherto belonging to Jacob R.Kitt and that Jacob Kitt shall
convey to William Kitt a house belonging (now 2 houses bought by Francis Rutley
and John Davie and now in possession
of Jacob R. Kitt as tenant) to William Kitt
and to the several pieces, parcels and
closes called Yandover formerly 7 closes and now 5 closes containing 16
acres” .

Little Lodge and Charmouth Lodge

Jacob Ridley Kitt`s Insurance 1794

In 1795 the Land Tax return confirms
that the fields known as Yandover are
owned by William, but rented by Jacob
Ridley, who also owns and lives in the
house on The Street. By 1804 the rates
on the houses has jumped from 3s 8d to
17s 3d that must indicate a number of
additional buildings on the site. He is
also renting a number of fields along the
coast known as “Sealands” which adjoined his, no doubt for growing Flax. In
1809 he takes a mortgage with Richard
Graze of Bridport , which described a
house with coach house, warehouse,
26

"Friday night, in consequence of the great swell of water, owing to the quantity of
rain that had fallen within the week, the bridge at Charmouth was washed away. A
house occupied by Mr.Burnard, in the manufacture of sail cloth, immediately below
the bridge, was carried away by the flood, together with a quantity of cloth and dyeing utensils, of which a valuable copper boiler has been since found in the sea. In a
field above the bridge stood a Hay Rick,
which was carried by the flood through the
field, out at the gate, and lodged in safety at
the side of the turnpike road. A temporary
bridge has since been erected; before it
was finished the coaches were of necessity
dragged through the river by men".

Burnard's Auction 1844

At the time of his death in 1844 he was a
wealthy man owning a number of properties
in the village as well as interests in several
ships. He was buried with his wife in the
village church and so marked the end of
Sail Cloth Manufacture in Charmouth.
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Memorial to Robins and Spillers

Gresham House (Sea Horse House) in 1952

Engraving of Charmouth in 1850

Higher Sea Lane was originally called "Rockett's Lane". One of the first names in
the Church Register is that of Solomon Rockett, son of Thomas, who was baptised
in 1664. Mary Rockett who died in 1742 is the last of the family mentioned. It would
seem that the family lived in a property which could well be the one referred to in
the reference book to a lost map of the village which shows that in 1783, William
Lock has a cottage with 16 perches of land in Rocket Lane. In 1796 the land, south
of Charmouth House, was described as being "waste of Charmouth Manor" and on
it was a cottage and two garden plots called "Thomas' Plot". The cottage had been
erected by William Lock - a labourer. The deeds of the house record that Lock sold
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28
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Sea Horse House from the Beach 1900

Sea Horse House from Claremont 1923
29

it to Uriah Dare of Wootton Fitzpaine
for £42, subject to an annual rent of
I/- to the Lord of the Manor, on 6th
February 1796.
On 25th March 1801 the Rev. John
Lucy of Charlecote, Warwick, purchased from Uriah Dare a close of
meadow called "Thomas`s Plot" with
the dwelling house and offices lately
built thereon by Uriah Dare for
£1,000. Uriah Dare agreed to build
before 29th September next, a stable of four stalls, coach house for
two carriages and pig house for two
pigs. In default of finishing the said
stables on or before 29th September
Uriah Dare agreed to pay £500.
The Rev. J. Lucy sold the property,
then called " Sea House" to John
Robins of Clerkenwell, Middlesex for
£1,000. Miss Robins and her sister
(no doubt daughters of John) inherited it and in turn left it to their nephew James Robert Spiller. There was
at one time a memorial to Julia Spiller by the Altar in St. Andrew’s which
fell down and is now in pieces in the
bell tower. It contains the epitaph as
follows: “To the memory/of JULIA

wife of ROBERT SPILLER of Guilford St. London/and daughter of
JOHN ROBINS, Esq/who having for
a few years/by a meek patient and
affectionate disposition/continued
the happiness of her husband and
family/died at her father's house in
this place on the 2nd day of May
1811/in the 31st year of her age/This
testimony is inscribed by her afflicted husband/as a last tribute of his
respect and affection”.
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with 9 rooms. The Census 20 years
later reveals them both still living at
Gresham House. She no doubt continued running it as a Hotel, but towards
the end of her life she moved in with
her brother to Wistaria House, which
at that time was the village Post Office. She was to die in 1933 after a
long life spent in the village and at
Gresham House. The electoral Roll for
each year now provides us with a list
of people who took on the Hotel. It
was William and Eva Jollife, whose
family lived at Backlands Farm who
were there until the end of the war. It
passed to Maisie Hopkins until 1950
when it was bought by Edwin and Maisie Smith Densham. On her husband’s
death, Maisie moved across the lane
to Lavender Cottage and Trevor and
Gillian Matthews took on Gresham
Hotel. It was they who in 1963
changed the name it was to be remembered as Sea Horse Hotel. They
advertise in the annual Charmouth
Guide expressing its virtues with every
room having views over the sea and
four minutes from safe beach. They
had their own cocktail Bar and a colour TV Lounge all with Central Heating. The next owners who appear on
the lists is Leonard and Cecilia Elliot
in 1975. The Hotel finally closes in
1991 and due to subsidence after
nearly 200 years the building is demolished and rebuilt as a block of
apartments . It has gone full circle and
bears the name “Sea Horse” which
was what it was originally named before being changed by the Salisburys
to Gresham House.

Hotel being demolished

New Apartment Block being built

John Robins died in 1831 aged 85 and left Sea Horse House to James Robert
Spiller of Clarence Street, Egham, their nephew. Until the Higher Sea Fields were
sold in 1897 this was the only house in Higher Sea Lane.
The Spiller`s sold it in August 1883 to Henry Dyne who conveyed it to Walter Salisbury - a warehouse apprentice - of Gresham Street London.
Salisbury had married on 31st March 1877 Elizabeth Holly - daughter of George
Holly, who ran the Coach and Horses and later owned the adjacent Charmouth
House which he ran as a Hotel. The name of the house was changed to "Gresham
House" as Salisbury had come from Gresham Street. For many years they ran a
boarding house called "Sea Horse Hotel". The entrance to the yard used to be in
the west wall opposite "Victoria Cottage"
The 1891 Census shows Elizabeth Salisbury, aged 39, living there as a Lodging
House Keeper. She was living with her brother, George Holly who was described
as a gardener. Both had spent their lives in the village. The house was substantial
30

New Apartments near completion

Sea Horse House today
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Charmouth Census for the year 1813
We are very fortunate to have a link
with the village over 200 years ago in
the form of a Census carried out in
1813. When I originally saw the list of
names with a description of their occupations in the Parish Records kept
at the Family History Centre in Dorchester, I wasn't sure what relevance
it had as there was no heading or
year to it. But since then, with my researches on the village history I realise it is an early Census. By collating
lists for the Poor Rates, Land Taxes and Burials for Charmouth, I can accurately place it in the year 1813. For amongst the list of names is a Peter Clapcott,
who is shown as dying on 28th June of that year. His Will is amongst a number
that have survived from the people recorded on the List.
Closer study of the Census shows it to be the occupants of the houses that
were in the village, as there is reference to a house, where Mrs. Mary Tozer
lived as being void. Many of the inhabitants rented their properties from wealthy
landowners, who lived elsewhere and hence do not appear on the list. The
Poor Rates and Land Taxes for the Year 1813 supply this information, but often
leave out the occupants, especially if there are a number in the same building
and is grouped together as "others". This is where the Census is exciting as it
gives the number of Males and Females in each House. It also describes the
occupation of the main person. I was particularly excited to find that Joseph
Bradbeer was described as a Post Master. He would have been running his
business from what is Nisa (Charmouth Stores), which shows it have been a
shop for over 2 centuries. Almost every trade was represented and included
Dress maker, Butcher, Carpenter, Shoe Maker, Fisherman, Builder, Dairyman,
Baker, Taylor, Blacksmith and Surgeon. There were also three Inns at that
time, which were the Fountain run by George Harvey and owned by Squire
Gordon, who the following year closed it down and lived in it what is today
Charmouth House. The George was owned by Samuel Gundry, who ran his
brewery from the old building that still
forms part of Palmers Brewery at
Bridport. The tenant was Richard
Hawkins. The largest of the Inns was
the 3 Crowns whose landlord was
Richard Clemoes, its name was later
to change to the Mail Coach Inn and
finally the Coach and Horses. There
are four men and five women shown
as living there at that time.
If we were to go back two centuries,
we would be surprised to see that the
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village had its own industry in the
shape of Sail Making. For three of
these business men are revealed on
the list, they are William Burnard,
George Webber's widow and Jacob
Ridley Kitt. They all rented or owned
many of the fields in the village which
would have been covered with Flax,
the staple for their trade. The largest
at that time was Kitts, which stood on
the site of Charmouth Lodge but, at
the end of the Napoleonic Wars in 1815, was also the year that they went bankrupt with the decline in sales for shipping.
The village had been centred along The Street for many centuries and the majority of those on the list were living there. Both Lower and Higher Sea Lane were
surrounded by fields, with few buildings. John Robins who appears in the list had
recently moved into the fine three-storey, “Sea Horse House” in Rockett Lane as
the latter was called then. Old Lyme Hill had a number of buildings along it, including the Poor House and the cottages where the Gordges lived.
There were a number of farms surrounding The Street, the largest of which had
been Charmouth Manor Farm, which had been bought by Lieutenant James
Warden in 1788 and he kept the fields to the south of The Street, which became
known as Sea Lands. Those fields to the north were bought by the village Curate, Rev. Brian Combes and became known as Back Lands. By 1812, James`s
daughter, Ann Liddon, was renting them to John Harris, who appeared as a
Farmer on the list. Brian Combes was the largest Land Owner and was renting
his farm and other properties to some of the people who appear on the list. He
was Rector of Catherston and although Curate for Charmouth, did the work of
the absentee Rector, Rev Audain, who had quite a colourful life. Another clergyman, Reverend Puddicombe, the vicar of Branscombe, had inherited Wood
Farm from his sister, Elizabeth, wife of James Warden. Mary Newton, William
Burnard and William Palmer, who appear in the list were renting property from
him. William Burnard ran his business from the Mill buildings. William Browning,
a coach man lived in the building opposite, owned by Frances, son of Joseph Bradbeer who shared part of it
and ran his Post Office from there.
The Mail and two other coaches pass
daily through Charmouth from London
to Plymouth, it being the Great Western Road – Bathing Machines are kept
on the beach during the summer season, for the accommodation of the
company who resort to this truly pleasant and healthy spot - advert in 1810.
35

Charmouth Census for the year 1813

1841

2018

1887

34

Charmouth Census for the year 1813
village had its own industry in the
shape of Sail Making. For three of
these business men are revealed on
the list, they are William Burnard,
George Webber's widow and Jacob
Ridley Kitt. They all rented or owned
many of the fields in the village which
would have been covered with Flax,
the staple for their trade. The largest
at that time was Kitts, which stood on
the site of Charmouth Lodge but, at
the end of the Napoleonic Wars in 1815, was also the year that they went bankrupt with the decline in sales for shipping.
The village had been centred along The Street for many centuries and the majority of those on the list were living there. Both Lower and Higher Sea Lane were
surrounded by fields, with few buildings. John Robins who appears in the list had
recently moved into the fine three-storey, “Sea Horse House” in Rockett Lane as
the latter was called then. Old Lyme Hill had a number of buildings along it, including the Poor House and the cottages where the Gordges lived.
There were a number of farms surrounding The Street, the largest of which had
been Charmouth Manor Farm, which had been bought by Lieutenant James
Warden in 1788 and he kept the fields to the south of The Street, which became
known as Sea Lands. Those fields to the north were bought by the village Curate, Rev. Brian Combes and became known as Back Lands. By 1812, James`s
daughter, Ann Liddon, was renting them to John Harris, who appeared as a
Farmer on the list. Brian Combes was the largest Land Owner and was renting
his farm and other properties to some of the people who appear on the list. He
was Rector of Catherston and although Curate for Charmouth, did the work of
the absentee Rector, Rev Audain, who had quite a colourful life. Another clergyman, Reverend Puddicombe, the vicar of Branscombe, had inherited Wood
Farm from his sister, Elizabeth, wife of James Warden. Mary Newton, William
Burnard and William Palmer, who appear in the list were renting property from
him. William Burnard ran his business from the Mill buildings. William Browning,
a coach man lived in the building opposite, owned by Frances, son of Joseph Bradbeer who shared part of it
and ran his Post Office from there.
The Mail and two other coaches pass
daily through Charmouth from London
to Plymouth, it being the Great Western Road – Bathing Machines are kept
on the beach during the summer season, for the accommodation of the
company who resort to this truly pleasant and healthy spot - advert in 1810.
35

Charmouth Mill
The first record of a Mill in this district is
found in the Domesday Book of 1086,
which mentions that the value of the
mill was threepence, but whether the
site of that mill was the same as that of
the present Charmouth mill is impossible to say. In 1295 William, Abbot of
Forde, required each burgess of Charmouth to have his corn ground at his
The Mill and House with stream
Mill. The original document can still be
seen in a Cartulary held at the Abbey. It records that each tenant “will owe suit to

the monks' court twice a year on the Tuesday following Hockday and on the Tuesday following Michaelmas in the guildhall of Charmouth and not at other times unless an unforeseen event occurs. The burgesses owe suit to the monks' mill at
Charmouth and will have priority at the mill after the corn of the miller”.
After the dissolution of the Abbey in 1539, the Mill was bought with the rest of the
Manor by Sir William Petre. A Survey of the village in 1564 records that “Joan,

Payne, widow of John Paine, holds, during her widowhood, a cottage and grist mill
with 30 acres (a); viz; curtilage, garden and orchard (½ a), Brodemede (10 a),
mydell Wellesleye (5 a), Mydell mead (3 a), Wellesley pasture (4 a), Dollyns mead
(2 d), Ryver mead (3 d), Le moore (1 d), and Le Common close (1 d) by copy 22
Apr 1509; fine £6 13 s 4d, rent 64s 5 ½ d.
It was his son John Petre who sold a number of properties in the village in 1565.
William Pole who lived nearby at Shute, near Axminster was to buy the Manor and
its lands including the Mill.
It is interesting to see that when they sold their holdings to William Ellesdon from
Lyme Regis in 1648 they retained the Mill and its surrounding 30 acres of fields. A
Poor Rates list for 1754 shows that the honourable Sir John Pole was paying £2 10-0d Tax, the second highest after Richard Henvill. They were to finally sell it in
1780 to Robert Knight, a wealthy land owner from Chideock. The record book of a
map that has since disappeared supplies valuable information about the
village in 1783. In it is the Mill and its
surrounding fields listed as follows:

135. Mill, House & garden (£5-0-0d)
1r 10p,136. Home Close (£1-2-10d)
3r 2p,137. Mill Hams (£3-3-3d) 1a 3r
32p,138. Mill Meadow (£5-13-11d)
3a 2r 13p,139. Westley`s Close (£49-6d) 3a 2r 13p,140. Charmouth

Mill Buildings from the old bridge.
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Meadow (£6-10-5d) 4a 1r 16p,141. Middle Meadow (£5-1-7d) 3a 1r 22p,142.
Moor (£6-3-0d) 4a 16p,143. Higher Marsh (£5-6-3d) 3a 2r 7p
144. Lower Marsh (£12-5-0d) 8a 29p,145. A Common (£1-15-7d) 1a 30p,146.
Langmoor Wood (7s-10d) 3r 30p, total - 35a 3 r 16p.
It would seem from this that the total acreage was only slightly more than the earlier 16th century survey and no doubt the fields such as Westleys and Middle
Meadow were the same. Robert Knight was to enjoy the income derived from the
Mill estate. The Land Tax and Poor Rates lists show that Samuel Legg rented it
until Robert died in 1790. It then passed to his wife, Ann who let it to Uriah Dare.
On her death in 1798 it passed to her son in law, Doctor Robert Graves from
Bridport, who had married her daughter, Maria. He in turn was to rent the
1805 Poor Rates with Graves & Dare for Mill Mill to Uriah Dare and later to Henry
Smith, who with his son was to be his
tenant for many years. An advert has come to light when in 1815 he advertised
for a new tenant.
Mills to be let, and entered upon at Lady's Day next - the long established Water
Grist and Flour Mills, situated at Charmouth, in the county of Dorset, together with
an exceedingly good dwelling house, large stables, and other requisite buildings,
and upwards of six acres of rich Meadow Ground immediately adjoining the
house is sufficiently large to admit of letting a great part to lodgings in the bathing
season, which the present tenant has been accustomed to do, and possesses
also convenience for carrying on the business of baking. These premises will be
let for a year, and more land may be had if required.
For viewing the premises apply to Mr. Smith, the present tenant, and for particulars to Dr.Graves, Allington, Bridport".
The advert does not seem to have been successful as Henry was to renew his
lease and bring his family up there. It was his son Henry who married Sarah in
1837, the youngest daughter of Joel Spiller of Colyford and was to continue his
father’s work on his retirement. The 1841 Census has him, aged 25 as living
there with his wife, aged 25 and
daughter, Elizabeth, aged 1. This is
also the year of the Tithe Map for the
village. The list below of approximate
acreage is that for Dr. Robert Graves
who was leasing the Mill to Henry
Smith, the son of the previous owner.
The Mill House, yard and Garden (1/2
acre), Plot (1/2 acre), The Ham (1
acre), Millers Mead (4 acres),
John Toms with sacks of corn from MIll
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Westleys Close (3 acres), Plantation (1 acre), Common (1 acre), First Lears (4
acres), Second Lears (3 acres), Third Lears (3 acres). Fourth Lears (3 acres), Fifth
Lear (5 acres), Sixth Lear (1 acre).
The total is just over 35 acres, almost exactly the same as that owned by Robert
Knight in 1783 and Sir William Petre in 1564.
In the same year Henry`s fortunes had take a turn for the worse and he was be
made bankrupt by Robert Graves. At the same time his brother, Edward, was to
join him in Dorchester prison, as his Ale house, where the Star Inn formerly stood
at the rear of Nisa went under. There is little to go on about the facts behind this
terrible setback for the family. Henry never recovered and the census for 1851
shows him as a labourer. He died in 1864 and the grave of him, his wife and
daughter, Elizabeth can still be seen in St. Andrew’s churchyard. After his departure the Mill was once again placed on the market and was advertised as:
A Dwelling House, Offices, and garden, and a flour and Grist Mill, called “ Charmouth Mill”, and about seven acres of excellent meadow or pasture land, situate at
Charmouth, in the county of Dorset, lately in the occupation of Mr. Henry Smith, as
tenant, and also five closes of excellent meadow or pasture land, containing about
twenty-two acres, situated near the dwelling house and Mill, and extending to the
Sea Shore.Further particulars may be known on applying to Mr. Nicholetts, of
Bridport, to whom Tenders, in writing, must be delivered or sent on or before the
first day of March next. 22 February 1845 - Salisbury and Winchester Journal.
The next tenant was William Fooks who appears in the 1851 Census aged 35, living there with his wife, Jane and daughter, Mary. His life was cut short and by the
time of the next census in 1861, his wife was described as a widow living in a cottage near to the Mill which was being run by Edward Henry Chilcott, aged 35 and
his wife Louisa. He was described as a Farmer and Miller employing 2 men and a
boy. The local paper records a year later that Mrs. Fooks has remarried the Charmouth Butcher, John Hodges.
We now jump a decade and find that the Mill had been sold by the Graves family
and was owned and being run by Wallis and Sons who also operated Mills in Lyme
Regis and Axminster. There manager was John Toms, who later became the proprietor and worked the mill successfully
for many years until the competition of
the larger mills became too heavy and it
was bought by Colonel John Bullen
Symes Bullen, of Catherston Manor who
put John Gillingham in as Miller.
The famous historian, Reginald Pavey,
writes “Some hundred yards south of
John Toms & Wife

Firlands today

Paradise Bridge, at the foot of Catherston fields, the river used to flow over a
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weir and could be turned into the mill
dam, which took a course as far as the
mill, where it turned a water wheel which
was on the north side of the building.
Since the mill became idle the dam has
gradually silted up and the weir only exists as a trickle. The mill building was
converted into two cottages when it was
no longer a paying proposition. The mill
yard became a farmyard and the mill
John Gillingham outside Mill House
house was occupied by the farmer. During alterations necessitated by the front of the house collapsing in 1947, Dutch
tiles and bricks, which had been used as rubble many years ago, were discovered. An archaeologist, who was staying in the village at the time, told me that
they had been made of London clay and were fourteenth century”.
In November 1958 the entire Catherston Estate was put up for auction. It
consisted of two farms and valuable
coastal land in all about 969 acres. Included in this was the original Mill,
farmhouse and surrounding fields. With
these were three Farm cottages and a
number of farm buildings. These were
rented at that time by the Loosemore
family who were successful in purchasing them in the auction. The original Mill
buildings can be seen much altered as part of the Manor Farm estate. In 1957 a
new bridge was built by the Mill House and the road level and pavement rose
obscuring part of the front, which was made worse with a bus shelter directly
outside the entrance. It is difficult today to visualise what once had been such an
idyllic area of Charmouth when the old Mill was operating over a century ago.
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