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Charmouth in the 1920s through the lens of
Claude Hider
Neil Ma�ngly
I have been collec�ng postcards of Charmouth for a number of years and accumulated several hundred from diﬀerent sources at varying prices. I have
then tried to get them in some kind of order. They seem to fall into two
categories: those along The Street and views of the Coast. It is very frustrating going through boxes of cards seeing iden�cal views from “The George
Inn” looking up The Street and “Charmouth House” looking down. Similarly,
there are numerous postcards looking across to Golden Cap or the other
way towards Lyme Regis. Most of these were printed by the larger publishers, as they were popular with
the visitors. But occasionally I
was to ﬁnd more exi�ng images
from the past that showed animated close-ups of buildings.
I was to see a�er a while
these had the name Hider
inscribed on the front. Ini�ally
I thought he must have been
from Charmouth as he seemed
to know the village well and
o�en recorded the inhabitants
in the scenes. But I soon realised
that he had produced a number
for neighbouring Chideock and
Seatown. Finally, I could see
his output centred on Bridport
and West Bay with many of
the neighbouring villages. My Figure 1 Claude Hider
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Figure 2 Claud Hider’s shop at 42 South Street, Bridport with a window full of photographic equipment and a dispenser to the right of the door where Kodak ﬁlm
could be purchased.

collec�on has grown and I now have about 300 postcards by him of this and
surrounding towns and villages.
Hider was one of a number of photographers who supplemented
their livings by producing small quan��es of photographic cards of their
neighbourhood. During the ﬁrst three decades of the 20th century there
had been a golden age of postcards with many hundreds of millions bought
every year and o�en collected in albums, some of which have survived
to this day. Before the telephone they were used as a way of sending a
message, as the postal service was cheap, regular and reliable. O�en on the
back of a card you would read that someone was invi�ng a friend for tea the
same day and would expect them to receive it in �me for them to come.
As well as the large ﬁrms, such as Tuck, Valen�nes and Frith, there
were smaller publishers who would sell real photographic cards. These
had a glossy ﬁnish, the photograph having been developed directly onto a
piece of card with a postcard back. Many village photographers were able to
produce their own postcards. It was their local knowledge that allowed them
to capture the kind of scenes that are so eagerly sought a�er today. Claud
Hider was the most proliﬁc of these in the Bridport area. He could produce
small quan��es, o�en no more than ten or twenty of each card that would
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Figure 3 The Bungalows in Higher Sea Lane c.1923 including the author’s house
Thala�a.

Figure 4 The ivy-covered New Commercial Inn in 1926; the thatched building on the
le� was demolished to make way for a car park for the Inn; the sign on the board
warns of the dangerous state of the cliﬀs on the old road to Lyme.
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Figure 5 A superbly animated postcard by H & L (Hider & Lawrence) showing the
shops at the top of The Street, which included Longs Grocers, Alfred Childs Hardware Shop and Hutchins Shoe Shop.

be sold in his shop or other outlets (of which Figure 3 is an example). The
loca�on would be handwri�en on the nega�ve and thus appear in white on
ﬁnished card with a reference number. Though only 4 inches by 6 inches,
when scanned and enlarged their quality is so good that even at poster size
they are very sharp.
Hider has provided a unique and comprehensive record of Charmouth
almost 100 years ago that I have only now been able to piece together. He
had covered most of the village with his camera; there are few areas that he
had missed out and even these may s�ll turn up in �me.
Claude Robert Hider is something of an enigma to collectors of
postcards and lovers of local history as thanks to him we have such a
marvellous record of Bridport and the villagers around. He is par�cularly
relevant to Charmouth as he seems to have recorded the village from as
early as 1922, some�mes returning to the same building or view a�er
many years. He would o�en photograph a signiﬁcant event such as the
1926 landslip which closed the Lyme Regis to Charmouth Road for which he
produced a series of postcards.
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Figure 6 The Royal Oak in 1923; prior to its opening in 1860 it had been a butchers
and their shop window can be seen on the le�.

Figure 7 The Coach and Horses Hotel in 1923; to the le� Billy Gear’s garage and two
of the vehicles he hired, and then Marsh the butchers.
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Figure 8 The equivalent to the X31 Bus stops by the Coach and Horses on its journey
to Lyme Regis from Bridport.

He was born in Gravesend in Kent to Robert and Clara Hider in
1888. His father appears as a professional photographer in Directories of
the �me, and no doubt Claud learnt his trade from him. Robert Hider had
photographic studios at 22 Banks Town in Sheerness and also 183 Parrock
Street in Gravesend. His cartes de visite, which were the size of visi�ng cards
showing Victorian si�ers in his studios from these �mes, come regularly on
to the market. These were very popular and by the 1860s every small town
had its professional photographers and it has been es�mated that up to
400 million cartes de visite were produced each year. Topographical views
occasionally come to light, and I am fortunate to own some of Charmouth
da�ng back to 1870 produced by William Barre� of Bridport. They provide
some of the earliest images of towns and villages in the area.
The 1901 Census shows that the family were living in Chatham
in Kent, which would have been near the two studios. By 1911, the next
Census shows Claud, aged 23, boarding with a photographer in Ke�ering in
Northamptonshire and working as a darkroom assistant. Three years later
he marries Edith Wilkin in Ke�ering. Later they have moved back to Kent
and their ﬁrst child is born to them in Maidstone in 1916.
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Figure 9 On the le� Dampier’s shop, the sign for The Star Inn to the right and the
imposing Devonedge beyond; on the right a Model T Ford that could well have been
the delivery van for Marsh’s the butchers whose shop front can just be seen.

Figure 10 Sunnyside, now Devonedge, then a bakers and tea room with a hotel on
the upper ﬂoors, and to the right one of the village’s two garages.
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Figure 11 The Queens Armes a�er restora�on, a hotel and tea rooms, now known
as The Abbots House.

They then move on to Bridport in Dorset, where two further children
are born in 1922 and 1925. My earliest postcard is dated September 1922
when he teams up with another photographer named Lawrence (the famous
H&L postcards) and records Charmouth from Cains Folly. This must be one
of a series as another view of Charmouth shows the former ba�ery at the
bo�om of Higher Sea Lane that was demolished in 1922. The following year
Claud shows the same view with the newly built Thala�a, where I live, as
part of a panoramic view spread over four cards. I am also fortunate that at
the same �me he took a close up of the house, which I treasure.
The ﬁrst directory entry for Claude is in Kelly’s of 1927. He would
travel around the area in his Model T Ford open-top car, which o�en appears
in his images, photographing all that he felt was saleable and produce
small quan��es for resale, probably through his shop at 42 South Street
in Bridport. He had a wonderful eye for taking superb studies of the views,
o�en with people in, which was unusual at the �me. The fact that they
are real photographs and not printed allows us today to enlarge them and
almost relive the village as it was between the wars.
He appears to have run his business un�l at least 1952 and a directory
for that year shows him s�ll using the 149 Bridport number. His wife, Edith
8

Figure 12 This candid shot shows Claud in ac�on photographing local ﬁsherman
Tom Hunter by a beach hut next to the Heritage Centre c.1923

Figure 13 A Hider postcard c.1924 showing the drama�c state of the coastal road
between Charmouth and Lyme Regis.
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Figure 14 The entrance to Charmouth Tunnel in 1923, now the Firing Range, with
Claud Hider’s Model T Ford, and one can just make out a child’s face with a woolly
bonnet on his/her head, perhaps one of Claude’s children.

sadly died in 1948 and Claud is shown as passing on in 1954, aged 65, at
Kingston-on-Thames. He le� a magniﬁcent legacy in all the many hundreds
of photographic postcards that have survived to reveal a long-lost era in our
village history.
To see the whole range of postcards of Charmouth and the villages around
visit www.freshford.com/hider_west_dorset.htm.

Back issues: copies of all 42 previous edi�ons of The Village
Echo are available - contact us via the website or by post at
The Elms, Charmouth, DT6 6LN

10

On Monkton Wyld School and its closure
Charles Bevan
Monkton Wyld School (MWS) closed in 1982, a�er 42 years, during which
�me Charmouth was, at least in the early years, a major focus for extra curricula ac�vity. Hun�ng for fossils at weekends was very popular, especially
a�er part of a dinosaur bone had been found by some pupils. In the summer
swimming lessons were given on the beach. In later years quite a number of
staﬀ lived in the village, and at least one senior staﬀ member s�ll lives in the
village. So the school had strong links with Charmouth. A previous ar�cle on
the school by Peter Bide appeared in volume 28 of the Village Echo.
MWS: emphasis on individual learning
Over the past two years I have been piecing together a history of the school
on behalf of a group, most of whom were pupils at the school in the 1940s
and 1950s and who, almost without excep�on, have posi�ve recollec�ons of
their �me at the school, and consider it gave them an invaluable start in life.
It was a so called progressive school, as pupils learnt at their own pace and
not in tradi�onal classrooms. Over the years since then educa�onal policy
na�onally has changed, and some of the things that were ini�ated at MWS
have now become mainstream. In par�cular the State now provides for children with special educa�onal needs in a way that it did not when MWS was
founded. At least one ex-pupil with severe dyslexia a�ributes the special
help he received at MWS as being his salva�on. But it was not just special
needs teaching, it was the emphasis on individual learning, par�cipa�ng in
a community, and being encouraged to use free �me construc�vely, that
was so special.
A good example of the special learning process is provided by the
project to build a small hydro-power plant in the stream that runs under
Elsdon’s Lane. A group of boys studied how electricity is generated by
hydro-power. They then designed and built a dam across the stream, made
a turbine and ﬁ�ed a generator, and a series of pylons to take the power
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Figure 1 The parsonage at MWS, an example of Victorian Gothic architecture built
by a pupil of Pugin who designed the interior of the palace of Westminster.

away from the site. Supervised by the science master the project was about
4 feet across and 3 feet high, took about two years, involved 20 boys, and it
worked! It was a classic case of demonstra�ng how learning can be used to
prac�cal advantage. In short, the early years of the school were remarkably
successful in many ways, with many leavers becoming engineers, teachers at
schools and universi�es, civil servants, business people, po�ers, jewellers,
photographers, musicians etc. So there is every reason to think that MWS
in the ﬁrst half of its life provided as good an educa�on as any other small
private school.
So why did MWS close?
In the course of my research the most common answer I received is that in
the last years there were too many diﬃcult Local Educa�on Authority (LEA)
children, who were not interested in learning and were diﬃcult to manage
socially, and as their number rose the number of parents willing to pay for
the educa�on of their children at the school fell. It was if you like a vicious
downward spiral, and it is true that in the ﬁnal ten years MWS had no teachers with special needs training, so there was no reason for LEAs to send
children with learning diﬃcul�es to the school. Instead they tended to be
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Figure 2 The hydro-power plant on Elsdon’s Lane c.1950

children with other problems, and discipline became a serious problem. In
the early years there were a lot of pe�y regula�ons and even small infrac�ons could result in being expelled. One of the pupils in the late 1940s tells
about allowing the visi�ng brother of a girl pupil to spend a night on the
ﬂoor of the room she shared with another girl. It was a purely platonic visit,
but when Eleanor, the then Principal, learnt about it the three girls involved
were told to leave a�er they had taken their end of year exams. This was,
she said, to protect the reputa�on of the school. By the 1970s no such ac�on was ever taken, however serious the misdemeanour, and the school
was known by some in Charmouth as “the nut house over the hill”.
In the ﬁnal years there were also serious ﬁnancial problems. Almost
certainly these arose because of a decrease in the contribu�on to the
running and maintenance of the school by the whole community - children
included. In the early years children helped prepare the main evening meal,
did all the bedroom cleaning, dish washing, kept the ﬁres and aga stoked,
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Figure 3 Carl Urban, husband of the founder Eleanor Urban, taking a group of seniors on a geological fossil hun�ng walk along Charmouth Beach c.1953; from le� to
right Corinna Sargood, Gerald Thorpe, Lin Sproule, unknown, Carl, Charles Trimmer,
Judith Brookes and John Harrington.

and helped keep facili�es working. They also helped with maintenance,
construc�on, and farm work.
Costs were also kept low by the use of au pairs for domes�c du�es,
and a lot of food was produced by the school (vegetables, fruit, eggs and
milk) and most of the bread was home-baked. In the early years there
were only ﬁve full �me subject teachers whilst at the end there were
nine serving staﬀ. Not only were there fewer staﬀ in the early days, but
according to the ar�cles of associa�on of the MWS company they were to
be paid “reasonable remunera�on” decided by the founders themselves,
rather than according to some recognised pay scale. In prac�ce what this
meant was that the staﬀ were paid what could be aﬀorded not what they
might have hoped. Furthermore, in the early days costs were kept down by
genera�ng electricity on site provided by a 4 hp paraﬃn powered engine
and generator that produced 110volts DC and a bank of lead accumulators
that provided power at night; the system had been put in a�er the First
World War, but was s�ll running in 1961.
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Figure 4 Pupils helping with construc�on of a well in the 1950s.

In addi�on to these two issues was the decision in the mid-six�es to
move to a collec�ve management system involving all teachers, and indeed
pupils, in some aspects of day to day management and discipline. This seems
to have been largely the idea of the English teacher Christopher Fassnidge. It
could be argued that he was simply pu�ng in to prac�ce what the founders
had aspired to in some of their published statements. However, un�l 1965
the school was never managed as a coopera�ve in the full sense of the
word, as the key founder, Eleanor Urban, was without ques�on in charge of
almost everything at all �mes. Schools cannot be managed collec�vely as
the result is all decisions end up being taken by commi�ee over a lengthy
period and the delays in eﬀect mean no day to day management. In this
regard it is interes�ng that the HMI report on MWS in 1972 called for some
kind of chairmanship for the teaching body.
Clearly things had started to go oﬀ the rails quite badly in the last
years, and with improvements in special needs educa�on in the State sector,
and the increasing importance of schools teaching a range of subjects to
‘O’ & ‘A’ level in ways that MWS found diﬃcult, the market for MWS type
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educa�on was shrinking. Indeed by the end of the 20th century almost all
“progressive” schools in the UK had closed, and probably there was li�le
that could have saved MWS.
How did MWS survive up un�l the 1970s?
The reason it did as well as it did for that long can I think be a�ributed in
the main to the characters of the founders and early staﬀ. They were not
interested in material things, but were commi�ed to developing what they
saw as be�er ways of learning, a part of which included living communally.
They were also unusual in other ways. With the excep�on of the Eleanor’s
husband Carl, the founders and two of the long term early women teachers
were Oxbridge graduates. Clearly they were unusually clever; few women
got to university in those days, let alone Oxbridge. They also had unusual
backgrounds. Two of them, Eleanor Urban, who taught modern languages,
and Freda Stooke, who taught mathema�cs, had known each other since
they were at secondary school together soon a�er the First World War. They
were both appalled by the war and were determined to ﬁnd be�er ways of
doing things.
Eleanor had a fairly normal childhood, as far as one can tell, although
her father was a serial workaholic, but Freda Stooke’s childhood was far
from usual. Her father died of Cholera whilst working with her mother at a
mission hospital in China. Her mother came back to the UK pregnant with
Freda Stooke. Carl Urban, Eleanor’s husband, had been involved in the big
Spartacist strike in Berlin in 1919. He stayed le� wing a�er the strike and by
1933, when Hitler imposed a decree nullifying many civil liber�es, he was
only too happy to leave Germany and marry Eleanor in London. Last, but by
no means least, was Rosemary Mitchell, who taught English. She came from
a well-to-do Sco�sh family, graduated from Somerville College in Oxford,
where Eleanor had also studied, but was naturally very shy and clearly felt
comfortable as part of the secluded MWS community
Another key factor associated with all these teachers was that none
of them had any children. This meant they could devote much more �me to
the school than could a teacher with a family. Indeed the 1949 HMI report
commented on the heavy �metables of Freda Stooke & Rosemary Mitchell.
My conclusion is that in many ways the seeds of the school’s destruc�on
were actually sown by the founders. The business model they developed
was simply unsustainable, as there was no way like-minded people could be
found to replace them; the best evidence for this is that things began to go
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Figure 5 Pupils Max Bell and Gerald Thorpe helping with hay making c.1953

downhill in 1965 when Eleanor died and Freda Stooke & Rosemary Mitchell
re�red. They were, if you, like somewhat eccentric reclusive blue stockings,
to some extent shielded by their own ideals from the wider world.
MWS becomes Monkton Wyld Court
In the end, somewhat opportunis�cally, some of the last teachers managed to convert the school into a community centred charity and renamed
it Monkton Wyld Court. Ini�ally it was a community-run educa�onal centre providing short residen�al courses on things like beekeeping and yoga.
There was another big change in 2014 as the objec�ves of the company
were changed from ‘educa�on’ to ‘sustainable living’. Ironically, it appears
to survive largely because of the amount of coopera�ve work of the community volunteers - almost an echo of the aspira�ons of the school’s founders!
Author’s note: If anyone has memories of the school they would like to
share please do contact the author via the society’s website.
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Charmouth’s Missing Railway
Russell Telfer
This ar�cle follows on from a talk in April 2015 to the Charmouth Local History Society. Relying heavily on Neil Ma�ngly’s detailed research on Sir
John Hawkshaw and his valiant a�empt to create a railway for Charmouth,
I described Bri�sh railway developments from their incep�on as they have
aﬀected our part of Dorset. This ar�cle is a record of the talk.
Early developments
In 1800, or thereabouts, Bri�sh roads were in a very poor condi�on. A
number of turnpike roads crossed the country, but even the well-to-do were
limited in how well they could travel. Travelling 30 miles (to Exeter) then
would involve the same amount of eﬀort as travelling to London now. Rail
lines - for horse-drawn wagons - were being used proﬁtably in the coalﬁelds, but an eﬀec�ve means of mo�ve power was lacking un�l George
Stephenson and others developed and manufactured steam engines that
could stand heavy use, and in 1824 a passenger railway was set up between
Stockton and Darlington
This service was popular. The merchants of Manchester and Liverpool
were envious! They also had rail lines, but they needed reliable mo�ve power.
In 1829 they set up the Rainhill Trials at Manchester to invite manufacturers
to submit their engines. Only the Stephensons’ engine Locomo�on was up
to the haulage task. It won the compe��on and the contract that would
provide more engines - and the railway age was underway.
But all that was far distant from us. Much railway building stemmed
from London. Britain was changing drama�cally. The greatest decade ever
of infrastucture investment in Britain must have been the 1830s with lines
from the capital snaking towards Southampton, Birmingham, Peterborough,
Oxford, Swindon, Bristol, Exeter and Plymouth.
We in Dorset had to wait our turn. Isambard Kingdom Brunel had
pioneered the GWR line to the west, and had built a terminus at Weymouth,
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a “long way round” to
London via Westbury. The
railway reached Bridport
from Maiden Newton
and Dorchester in 1857,
and so for the ﬁrst �me
Charmouth people could
contemplate a day out at
Dorchester, Weymouth or
further aﬁeld.
It took the London &
South Western Railway (the
present day West of England
line) longer to set up their
connec�on from Salisbury
and Yeovil to Axminster,
then on to Exeter to join
Brunel’s already established
GWR in 1860. Charmouth
folk now had the choice of
two rail lines: eastwards Figure 1 The na�onal rail network 1840-1852
to London and Bristol by
the Great Western Railway
at Bridport Sta�on and westward to London, Exeter and Plymouth via the
London & South Western Railway sta�on at Axminster Sta�on. So, we could
regard ourselves as having access to the railway network, just about.
Charmouth’s Missing Railway - and other schemes
We come to Sir John Hawkshaw’s proposed Dorchester, Charmouth, Lyme
Regis and Axminster Railway of 1864. Sir John had taken part in most of the
engineering developments of the age. He was a contemporary of the leading innovators of the age: I K Brunel, Robert Stephenson and John Locke;
without these four men, railway development would have been substan�ally delayed.
Hawkshaw’s CV is extraordinary. He ﬁnished Brunel`s Cli�on
Suspension Bridge (1860), designed Charing Cross Sta�on, constructed
sec�ons of London’s Underground. He designed the bridge over Narmada
River, India, was engineer of Amsterdam ship canal (1862) and wrote a report
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Figure 2 Sir John Hawkshaw (1811-1891)

on the route chosen for the Suez Canal (1863). He designed a number of
docks including the Albert Dock at Hull and the West India Dock in London.
If that was not enough he was also the consultant engineer on the Severn
Tunnel and in 1872 was engineer for the ﬁrst Channel Tunnel! He would
stand comparison with Isambard Kingdom Brunel in his career, but unlike
him lived to a good age (80) and died a rich man leaving £220,000, a fortune
in those days.
Sir John ﬁrst bought property in Charmouth in 1855, most likely Lily
Farm from Ma�hew Liddon, and in 1864 he bought the Manor of Charmouth
from George Frean. His main objec�ve in ownership of these and other
proper�es in the vicinity was the proposal to construct this railway, joining it
to the main lines. Bridport already had a sta�on opened in December 1857
and the London & South Western Railway and Great Western had proposed
20

Figure 3 The proposed route of Hawkshaw’s railway

Figure 4 Gareth Slater’s view of how Charmouth sta�on may have looked
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Figure 5 The proposed route of Locke’s railway

a branch to Lyme in the 1860s. He also had poli�cal aspira�ons and had
stood as an unsuccessful Liberal candidate at Andover in 1863.
He wasted li�le �me in submi�ng his plans for the line which was to
be called the Bridport, Lyme and Axminster Railway. In November that year
the detailed plans and sec�ons were submi�ed to Parliament with his name
as Consultant Engineer and Lord of the Manor of Charmouth. He would also
appear as chief landowner and Lord of Charmouth in directories of the �me.
Bear in mind though: his was not the ﬁrst proposal for connec�ng the village
to its neighbours.
There’d been two previous, unsuccessful a�empts to create a railway
for Charmouth: in 1846, John Locke, leading engineer of the LSWR, had
submi�ed plans to Parliament for a connec�on from Charmouth to the
Yeovil and Dorchester Railway. There would have been a sta�on behind
Catherston co�ages. Also in 1846 Brunel planned a line linking Charmouth
with Yeovil and Bridport for the Great Western. But both failed for lack of
investment capital, a recurring problem during the period of railway mania
that swept England.
John Hawkshaw, though, had a stronger personal commitment to the
Charmouth venture. If all had gone to plan in 1864 the village would have
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Figure 6 The GWR bus connec�ng Lyme, Charmouth and Bridport outside the Coach
and Horses (with the Whi�ngton sisters on board) c.1908

had a sta�on at the rear of The Street where the Recrea�on Field is today
with access along Barr’s Lane. Unfortunately Hawkshaw’s Parliamentary Bill
for the necessary powers also had to be withdrawn. The GWR and the LSWR
united against it. Compe��on!
This was o�en the way for independent schemes. The promoters
wanted to create new lines and the public - those who would beneﬁt - were
all in favour. Yet vested interests - hos�le landowners and compe�ng railway
companies - could object and schemes would not get through Parliament.
There was one more abor�ve proposal in 1874. Amongst plans to
be seen in the Dorset Record Oﬃce is one by the Lyme Regis Railway to
extend the line to Bridport, and this was 29 years before the building of
the Axminster - Lyme connec�on. The ﬁrst sod had been cut in September
1874 and the bill had been submi�ed, but it was withdrawn in the House of
Lords. If it had gone ahead the line would have followed the shore and then
cut across to the west of the Heritage Centre and along a sec�on of Lower
Sea Lane.
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Later Developments
In late 19th century Britain the
government of the day stood
back from a responsibility to
plan for an integrated railway
service and the result was a
prolifera�on of badly planned
rail lines with mul�ple termini
in ci�es - London had over a
dozen. By the end of the 19th
century we had a network well
in excess of what was needed
and it was inevitable that some
services would be scrapped.
Despite
this,
the
Axminster and Lyme Regis
link was eventually completed
in 1903. Cannington Viaduct
could not take heavy traﬃc, nor
could trains nego�ate the sharp
curves easily, so we never saw
much more than a tank engine
Figure 7 The network as recommended by and two carriages. But it did
Beeching II plans
mean that sturdy Charmouth
folk could walk to the top of
Lyme and get themselves to London or Plymouth. There was also a GWR
coach service linking Charmouth to the sta�on at Bridport (see Figure 6).
Railway technology reached a peak in the 1920s. With the
reorganisa�on in 1922 to four main na�onal companies (LNER, LMS,
GWR and the Southern Railway) the service became even more reliable.
But as a few new services opened, others were closing: many were barely
proﬁtable.
The government ﬁnally faced up to the problem in 1947, na�onalising
the railways to ensure standards of fairness and an acceptable level of
eﬃciency. The ethos of the �me was that services had to be supported,
and some parts of the network would be maintained even if unproﬁtable.
Although Bri�sh Railway’s reputa�on was later derided, it stood favourable
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comparison with some of the excesses that occurred in the priva�sa�on
following 1994.
Then came the Beeching Report of 1963, an assessment of which
railways - on proﬁtability criteria - should be closed. Lord Beeching, by the
way, was doing the bidding of a government commi�ee and it was that
government, guided by Transport Minister Ernest Marples, a road-building
entrepreneur, who determined which lines would be closed. Beeching
of course got the blame. Portland’s railway had closed earlier in 1950 so
the Lyme-Axminster connec�on became one of the ﬁrst vic�ms of Lord
Beeching’s suggested closures in 1963. It was quickly followed by others.
We in Dorset suﬀered badly from branch line cuts. Many lines in easy reach
were closed early. So goodbye Bridport Town, Swanage, Yeovil Town, Seaton
and Sidmouth.
What we had le� “a�er Beeching” was a connec�on to the main
network which provided no more than the basics. There were many fewer
trains to Exeter and London in the decades a�erwards, and journeys had
to be carefully planned. Priva�sa�on in 1994 meant that rail franchise
companies began to look for ever more ways to make money, at the same
�me reducing their services to the bone.
The situa�on began to improve somewhat in the current century with
the government of the day showing a greater commitment to rail transport.
The “big idea” locally was the improved dualling of track between Salisbury
and Exeter. When this happened, in 2009, it enabled an hourly service from
Axminster to Exeter and London. The network is expanding a li�le too.
Exeter now has two new sta�ons.
Despite all its faults the rail network is now producing the best
service there has ever been locally: prompt trains, rela�vely fast and o�en
uncrowded can take us to main line termini to anywhere in Britain or beyond.
Ernest Marples and his peers never considered that when, eventually, most
of the Bri�sh popula�on had bought their own family car, there would be
no room to go anywhere!
Acknowledgement: The sec�on on Charmouth’s Missing Railway is adapted
from Neil Ma�ngly’s web page www.freshford.com/hawkshaw where you
can ﬁnd much more informa�on on the topic.
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The Stre
(Source: Dorset Hist
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The Royal Bri�sh Legion Women’s Sec�on,
Charmouth Branch, 1926-2015
Pat Stapleton and Tricia Forsey
On Sunday 25th November 2015 a service was held at St Andrew’s Church at
which the Standard of Charmouth Branch of the Royal Bri�sh Legion Women’s Sec�on was “laid up”, signifying the closure of our branch a�er nearly
80 years. The Standard will now stand in the corner of the church alongside
that of the men’s branch, which closed about 30 years ago. This is a sad occasion for those of us who have supported the branch - and therefore the
purpose of the Bri�sh Legion to help all needy service and ex-service folk
and their families – for so long.
The Charmouth Women’s Sec�on Branch was founded in February
1926 when a mee�ng was held in the Church Hall Club Room under the
chairmanship of Mrs Bullen of Catherston Manor. Over 70 women a�ended
and heard a representa�ve of the already established Bridport branch give
an account of how the Women’s Sec�on could make themselves useful,
helping needy ex-service folk, visi�ng the sick and helping the men’s branch
raise funds with various social events.
The branch was established there and then, oﬃcers and a commi�ee
were elected, with Mrs Bullen as President and Chairman. The minutes
of the �me give details of events such as fetes, dances, concerts and tea
par�es, featuring our Mr Pavey among the organisers. When he re�red from
teaching at Cli�on College, Bristol, he came back here to live with his sisters
at the Wellhead. They used funds raised thus for grants to folk in dire need,
but also arranged holidays here for poor London children. The Legion also
organised training for London taxi-drivers, to oﬀer jobs for ex-servicemen.
In May 1926 the Women’s Sec�on were advised on how to help at the
�me of the General Strike and the support needed for volunteers on public
transport etc.
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Figure 1 Members of the Charmouth Women’s Sec�on outside the tearooms in
Lower Sea Lane c.1950

On 4th July 1930 the then Duke of York, later King George VI, visited
Weymouth to open the “new bridge” over the river. While he was there a
rally of all Dorset branches of the Royal Bri�sh Legion was held, at which
he presented Standards to various branches, including one to Charmouth
Women’s Sec�on (the one we have just laid up!). The branch con�nued to
ﬂourish – even rising ot over 100 members – in the years before the War.
In 1939 a canteen and recrea�on room were set up in the village
for troops billeted here – some�mes Bri�sh, later American. The canteen
started by oﬀering cups of tea or coﬀee (at 1d per cup), but hot suppers were
soon requested, so the ladies provided them – a mixed grill, for instance, of
sausages, bacon, eggs and mashed potato (for 10d). The recrea�on room was
well supplied with darts, card games, books, magazines and newspapers.
During the War the ladies kept very busy, fund raising, making
camouﬂage nets (with Bridport), working in the canteen and kni�ng hats,
gloves, scarves, socks and jumpers for the troops. Some wrote le�ers to
men on ac�ve service and some�mes sent gi�s, especially at Christmas.
There was a great feeling of the need to support all troops.
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A�er the War the Branch con�nued quite enthusias�cally for some
years, raising money by sales and coﬀee mornings, holding monthly
mee�ngs (o�en with interes�ng speakers), organising ou�ngs (for instance
to Na�onal Trust proper�es) and a�ending the annual conferences held by
Dorset Women’s Sec�on. Cups and cer�ﬁcates of apprecia�on were awarded
on these occasions and we did quite well, o�en winning the compe��on for
best small branch at raising Women’s Sec�on funds or for the local Poppy
Appeal. We also organised the Charmouth Remembrance Parade, with local
clergy.
By 1976 our numbers had reduced somewhat and the average age
had increased. When it came to that year’s AGM all the oﬃcers resigned for
various individual reasons, including illness and age (one had served from
the beginning – 50 years!). Although the remaining members wished the
branch to con�nue, no one was prepared to take on the responsibility of
becoming an oﬃcer so there was danger of closure. Consequently, two of the
County Commi�ee called a mee�ng which they a�ended and “browbeat”
a couple of newish members to take on the posi�ons of Treasurer and
Secretary (always the most diﬃcult to ﬁll) – namely Olive Gopsill and Edna
Smith. Under their leadership the branch revived and con�nued ac�vely
un�l rela�vely recently. For a while we had very good support from the few
remaining members of the men’s sec�on, but our big problem was a lack of
new members – we just failed to recruit new, younger women. Inevitably our
numbers reduced over the years so that it became imprac�cal to maintain
our ac�vi�es – hence our closure in 2015.
If anyone would like to start a new branch we should be delighted
– there is always the need to support ex-service folk, many of whom ﬁnd
themselves without a home or a job on entering civilian life, even if they are
ﬁt and well.
Note: Both the Poppy Appeal and Service of Remembrance will con�nue
without us – do please support them in November.
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The Return of the Pryers
Trevor Clark
In one of the early edi�ons of the Village Echo (Journal No.11, Summer
2003), the then Chairman of the Society, Peter M. Press wrote an ar�cle
en�tled “The Pryer Family Visit, May 2003”. In it, Peter described how Roger
and Gill Joye and members of the Pryer line, that “ended in Charmouth in
1931”, had visited on holiday and how “The Grandchildren of and further
descendants of Harry Pryer Senior came to the village from Surrey, Monmouth, Windsor and Kent….”. This ar�cle is about another branch of that
Pryer line, also descended from Harry, in this case from North London, which
has also maintained close links to the village, from the 1930s through to the
present, and has now returned to Charmouth in a more permanent way.
My wife, Anna, and her family always held a deep aﬀec�on for
Charmouth. When we met in the late 1980s, her North London based family
was s�ll holidaying in Charmouth every summer without fail, con�nuing
a tradi�on started almost twenty years earlier. I was lucky enough to be
invited to join them once or twice.
I could see that Charmouth was always more than just a holiday
des�na�on for Anna’s family, the Howells. Their connec�on was more
profound, par�cularly for my father in law, Chris Howell. Their bond was
also about history and lineage.
In 2006, Anna and I bought a house here. I was vaguely aware that she
had a family connec�on but not long a�er we had established our new base
in the village, two events prompted in us a new found interest in genealogy
and local history.
The ﬁrst was discovering the picture shown in Figure 1 thought to
have been taken c.1907. My father in law, Chris, picked up a now out of print
collec�on of photographs taken in the early years of the 20th century by
Samuel Hansford (“Around Charmouth and District with Samuel Hansford
and his Camera” - David Hansford, 1997). He was intrigued to see a picture
of his mother, Pauline Howell (nee Coleman, b.1905), as an infant of around
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three years of age, sat on a horse marshalled by a rather dis�nguished
looking gentleman in a top hat. Given Pauline’s likely age in the photo, this
picture must have been taken around 1907 or 1908. Her brothers, Chris’s
uncles, Cliﬀord and Geoﬀrey, were sat on the horse beside her.
The photograph was accompanied by the following explanatory text:
“Mr. Pryer with grandchildren on the pony. He was a local monumental
mason and his workshop and yard were situated in the centre of Charmouth,
the property now being the premises of Braggs Stores [then Ida’s and now
the pharmacy]”.
The second was a trip to the Pavey Room at the invita�on of the
then President of the Society, Peter Press. Peter was remarkably warm and
friendly and showed us a whole ﬁle on the Pryer family. There was also a
detailed family tree. It turned out that “Mr. Pryer” was Henry William Pryer
(b.1844), the Harry Pryer Senior men�oned in the 2003 Village Echo ar�cle
I referred to earlier. It was clear from this genealogical work that Chris’s
mother Pauline was the granddaughter of Harry (also known as “Pussey”).
The family tree also showed Chris himself, his wife Cora and all of their
children, including Anna of course. I was there too!
The Howell connec�on was now becoming clear. My father in law
Chris belonged to, and I had, therefore, married into, one of the historic
families of Charmouth. A family that had (quite literally, in fact) helped build
the village: the Pryers.
We had only recently acquired our new base in the village, which
we loved. Our connec�on was now also enriched by these ancestral links
to the village, which were documented in the ﬁles of the Charmouth Local
History Society. Chris had been vaguely aware of these family links but had
never really delved too deeply into them. Now he and I determined to learn
more.
Chris and I have for some years felt we should contribute our own
ar�cle to the Village Echo. We have enjoyed the excellent content of its
contributors down the years. However, we weren’t sure what we could add
to this body of work. We concluded that the readers of the Echo might be
interested in some of the back story behind both Chris, as a senior incarna�on
of the Pryers in Charmouth, and certain of his immediate rela�ves who
feature in some old photographs we have found in the Society’s archives.
We also thought the Echo’s readers might be interested in some of Chris’s
ﬁrst hand recollec�ons – he has, a�er all, been visi�ng Charmouth since
1936 and is a living link to those people in the photographs.
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Figure 1 Henry’s wife Leah, Pauline, Geoﬀrey and Cliﬀord Coleman, an unknown
horse and Henry William “Pussey” Pryer c.1907

Chris is the great grandson of Harry Pryer, the top hat wearing man
in the photo. Harry was the son of Giles Pryer, who was born in 1811 and
who we know from court documents ﬁrst resided in the village in the 1820s.
The Pryers lived for genera�ons in Stanley House (just a few doors away
from our house). Giles was ﬁrst a tenant and then became the freeholder in
1841. A�er a ﬁre destroyed the original thatched buildings in 1864, he built
Prospect Place, the row of dwellings that now comprises Stanley House,
Rupert House, Breeze and Nisa. He passed Stanley House to his son Harry
on his death in 1881. Giles and his wife Selina, who died in 1887, are buried
in the church yard of St. Andrews. On the headstone (no doubt chiselled by
Harry himself) men�on is also made of their son Edwin (Harry’s brother),
who died in 1887 aged 41 in Salt Lake City, Utah, and is buried in Bay City,
Michigan. For more on the story behind Edwin’s move to, and early demise
in, the U.S. see the ar�cle about him in The Village Echo No. 37 Winter 2011
by Gill Joye .
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The Pryers were primarily stone masons and builders, but Harry also
had an undertakers’ business and became a fairly substan�al landowner and
all round entrepreneur (he even appears to have owned the George Inn at
one point). They built many of the houses in the village as well as the former
cement factory down at the beach that has become the visitor centre and
café. By the �me of Harry’s death in 1931 he owned a fair amount of land,
including the land either side of The Street, which was sold a�er Harry’s
death (his wife Leah having pre-deceased him in 1917, aged 72) and on
which many of the shops and businesses in the centre of Charmouth can
now be found as well as their builder’s yard where the pharmacy (previously
Braggs and then Ida’s) now stands.
Stanley House is, therefore, a key element in the Pryer family story.
Figure 2 shows another photograph; once again, Chris’s mother Pauline,
features in the photo, this �me as an adult. The photo was taken around
1930, when Pauline was 25 (in the photo she bears a striking resemblance to
my youngest daughter). Also in the photo are her brother Geoﬀrey Coleman,
who had also featured in the photo as a child on the horse alongside Harry
Pryer, together with his wife Lily, their infant son, Peter, and Pauline’s Aunt
Nellie.
Nellie (Ellen) was Harry’s daughter and the sister of Pauline’s mother,
Selina. She lived in Pryer’s Villas (now Lane End) at the end of Barrs Lane,
and died aged 84 in 1960.
The infant in the photograph, Peter Coleman, went on to become
an eminent clergyman and the Bishop of Crediton from 1984 to 1996 and
married Donata, or to give her full �tle, Princess Elisabeth-Donata-Reuss of
Kostritz.
Chris was born in 1934 so sadly never knew Harry but he does have
vivid memories of visi�ng Stanley House with his mother Pauline, father
David Howell (b.1899) and brother Brian (b.1932) before the war.
Stanley House was sold a�er Harry’s death in 1931 to Mr. H.G. Newbery
for £700, together with other proper�es owned by Harry, including three
slated co�ages known as Hillcote at the top of the town together with May
and Swiss co�ages adjoining Mill Lane and the main street. It was Harry’s
death that brought the Pryer presence in Charmouth to an end, with Harry
and Leah’s children op�ng to live elsewhere.
Harry’s daughter (and Chris’s grandmother), Selina Pryer, had married
Sydney Coleman at St. Andrew’s Church in Charmouth and se�led in London.
She became a milliner. Sydney was a stockbroker on the London stock
exchange. They had three children, Geoﬀrey, Cliﬀord and Chris’s mother,
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Figure 2 Lily Coleman, Aunt Nellie (Ellen Pryer), Pauline and Geoﬀrey Coleman and
Lily and Geoﬀrey’s infant son Peter outside Stanley House c.1930

Pauline. She o�en told Chris about her favourite grandfather and how, if
she or any of her siblings had the measles, they would be shipped oﬀ to
stay with him and grandmother Leah at Stanley House. It was deﬁnitely the
recupera�on des�na�on for Pauline and her family. She would travel on the
train to Axminster and then by pony and trap via the Devils Bellows to the
village. She could also recall going out in a pony and trap with her grandfather
to collect rents from his many tenants in the village. A number of proper�es
were sold by auc�on around 10 years before his death, including Minson’s
Common, Double Common and Sea View in Lower Sea Lane, as well as a
number of other houses.
In 1929 Pauline married a Welshman, David Howell, who had served
with the merchant navy in the Great War. Between the wars, they would
bring Chris and his older brother Brian to stay at lodgings in Devonedge.
They also stayed in lodgings at Romany in Lower Sea Lane. Chris dropped
in years later and was able to take away and photocopy the visitors’ book
entries showing his family’s visits before the war.
During the war Pauline and David were unable to bring Chris and
Brian to Charmouth, but once the war was over they returned for regular
family holidays, o�en staying in Stanley House, which was now a guest
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house owned by Mr. Gower. Chris remembers the beach area s�ll strewn
with barbed wire and MoD “no go” areas and concrete traps for tanks and
landing cra� (known as “Dragons Teeth”) on the beach. At Stanley House
they would breakfast in the front room. A�er Mr. Gower’s tenure the front
room of Stanley House became a dairy and the family instead stayed at
Stowe House (down near the Queen’s Arms) owned by a Mr. Harper. The
family holidays in Charmouth con�nued un�l around 1950. Chris went oﬀ
to university in 1952 and only visited Charmouth sporadically for the next
two decades, un�l commencing the tradi�on of annual Charmouth family
holidays with his own young family in the 1970s.
Chris married Cora in 1966 and they had three children, Anna born
in 1968, David in 1970 and Katrina in 1974. The young family was short of
cash in those early years and did not have a holiday un�l 1970. That was
the year Chris decided to splash out and treat the family to a week in their
friend Jack’s caravan in Swanage. Chris could not be so close to Charmouth
without taking his family on a trip along the coast to the place that held so
many treasured childhood memories for him. So they headed west for a day
trip in their Ford Escort Mark I (which remained in the family for over 40
years). Whilst walking up from the beach along Higher Sea Lane they no�ced
that Melbourne House, at that �me a guest house, had vacancies. So Chris
went in to enquire of the owner, Mrs. Amelia McLachlan, whether they
could return for a week-long stay in two or three days’ �me. Spontaneously
extending their holiday for a further week, they then returned to stay in
Melbourne House a�er their week in Swanage.
They must have really enjoyed that week as they returned to lodge
with Mrs. McLachlan at Melbourne House every summer for the following
ten years.
Mrs. McLachlan was a charming widow who enjoyed tending her
wonderful garden. Her brother Gilbert had an intriguing den and Chris was
o�en invited in to drink Gilbert’s homemade beer. In those days guests
were expected to leave the lodgings a�er breakfast and not return un�l
the evening meal. This wasn’t so easy for families with young children and
Mrs. McLachlan made a special excep�on for the Howell family. She would
make them lunch instead. This le� them having to make other plans for
their evening meal however (more on this topic below).
Mrs. McLachlan was an avid follower of cricket and in young David
Howell she discovered a kindred spirit. He, and only he, was permi�ed to
watch television with her when the test match was on.
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Figure 3 Chris, Anna and Ben - three genera�ons of Howells and Clarks - outside
Stanley House in 2016

Chris and Cora brought the family back to holiday in Charmouth year
a�er year. He was never happier than when he was on the beach, in sight of
the Golden Cap. Friends would pull Chris’s leg for taking the family back to
the same place each year, but Chris wasn’t one for touring, he loved what
was on oﬀer in Charmouth and at Mrs. McLachlan’s at Melbourne House.
The Howells’ loyalty was reciprocated by Mrs. McLachlan, who only ever
hosted two families at Melbourne House each summer, the Howells and
another family, the Williams. The Williams must have started staying there
before the Howells as Chris remembers that the Williams always got the
ﬁrst pick of dates each year!
Chris remembers one par�cular incident that connects him to the
famous local historian of Charmouth, Reginald Pavey. Chris and the family
were staying at Melbourne House one summer when Mrs. McLachlan
became worried for Mr. Pavey, who lived at Well Head, next door. She had not
been able to raise him by knocking on his door. Chris gallantly volunteered
to climb through a window and found a perplexed Mr. Pavey asleep on the
sofa.
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Chris also remembers taking the children to have ice cream at the tea
house in the conservatory at Allbury House and to marvel at the array of
fossils at Barney Hansford’s shop at the bo�om of the village.
In the mid-1980s, Mrs. McLachlan stopped taking in guests. So Chris
and Cora started to rent a co�age in Salway Ash each summer. It was while
they were on one of these holidays that I ﬁrst visited Charmouth, driving
down from London with Anna for an overnight stay around 1988.
From their ﬁrst year at Melbourne House and including the “Salway
Ash years”, Chris has always rented a beach hut in Charmouth each year for
the dura�on of the holiday and the family visited it each day. Chris and Cora
– having traded the evening meal for lunch at Mrs. McLachlan’s - would
cook the evening meal for the family each day on a make-shi� BBQ and li�le
Gaz stove at the beach hut, whatever the weather, some�mes adjourning to
Cain’s Folly instead.
So, we like to think that the Pryer presence in the village didn’t “end”
with Harry’s death in 1931. It was simply interrupted. Anna and I have a
house here these days which has become a magnet for all of the Howells
and all their friends and rela�ves who spend plenty of their free �me here.
Chris and Cora have made this place their second home. Chris’ brother Brian
and wife Mary are regular visitors. Of Anna’s siblings, David married Vicky in
Lyme Regis (St. Andrews not being a catholic church) and are now frequent
visitors with their children. Katrina, the youngest, not only married Alistair
at the same church in Lyme Regis but also held the wedding recep�on for
100 people in a marquee in our garden in Charmouth ﬁve years ago. They
too have become regular guests with their young son.
So, a�er Giles Pryer ﬁrst established a base here almost 200 years
ago, this branch of the Pryer line (though these days carrying the name of
Howell and Clark), is s�ll going strong in Charmouth.
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The Architectural Gems that are
1, 2 and 3 Hillside
Neil Ma�ngly
We all admire the three Regency houses set back from The Street known
as 1, 2 and 3 Hillside. But it has always puzzled me what was there before
them, as the majority of the village houses follow the street line. I have
therefore split this ar�cle into two parts dealing ﬁrst with the plot of land
they stand on and then the separate histories of each house.
Early days
As usual with most of my research I need to go back to 1298 when the small
community was transformed by the Abbot of Forde into a Borough. The

Figure 1 Numbers 1, 2 and 3 Hillside
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original document can s�ll be seen in the Cartulary held at Forde Abbey today. It is very descrip�ve of boundaries and what was intended. It seemed
that there would be half acre plots, 20 perches by 4, on which the owners
could build a house and pay 3 pence annually. Those to the south were
marked with ditches/banks and those to the north with a stone wall which
is s�ll standing. The Borough was not very successful and both Lyme Regis
and Bridport were to grow instead. Many of these plots have survived to
this day in various forms. A Tithe Map of the village produced in 1841 shows
the numerous Burgages following their original boundaries.
If the Hillside plots are added with the strip that was later sold for
access to Backlands Farm it equates to one acre. It would have originally
been two Burgages. The western wall may well be the original boundary
leading to the 13th century northern wall s�ll standing. A clue to its earlier
ownership is given in the Will of Edward Mabell, who died in 1697. He refers
to Hillside as “Folle�s and Tibbes Tenements”. It was common before the
use of numbers to name houses a�er earlier owners as was the case here.
The Tibbes referred to would be Rafe Tibbes, whose brother, Thomas Chard
was Abbo� of Forde in the years leading up to the reforma�on in 1549.
Folle�s were successful merchants origina�ng from Lyme Regis who ﬁrst
appear in the mid-17th century in the village. The 1641 Protesta�on List
shows two Mathew Folle�s, senior and junior, as well as Ma�hew Folle� in
Charmouth.
I am sure the original building fronted on to The Street, as do most
of the other early proper�es. Fortunately 2 Hillside has many of its original
deeds back to 1723, when it was bought by Thomas Rose and it is possible
to ﬁll in the gap. For he bought it from Elizabeth and Thomasin, daughters
of Edward Mabell, on the death of his wife in 1723. I was fortunate to ﬁnd
this gentleman’s will in Dorset Record Oﬃce which describes the proper�es
he owned at his death. These included Yondover, Mill Shu�le House, Carters
House, Newlands and the “several tenements called Folle�s and Tibbes”.
Thomas Rose was a merchant from Lyme Regis who was Sherriﬀ of Dorset
in 1714. He owned Woo�on Fitzpaine and on his death in 1747, his large
estate went to his daughter, Mary, who had married Frances Drewe.
In 1736 the three tenements and other proper�es originally belonging
to the Mabells were bought by Jacob Burrows of Charmouth. He was the
village blacksmith with his brother Samuel. He and his wife, Elizabeth had
a daughter named a�er the mother in 1745. Jacob sold to his brother a
piece of land for £60 in 1753, which in �me would have “Even Hill” built
on it. Samuel was to purchase a number of proper�es in the village, which
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included The George Inn, The
Elms and the Rose and Crown.
But in due course he sold theses
to the wealthy Walter Oke of
Axmouth for just £600.
In contrast to his brother,
Jacob was to enjoy the life of a
blacksmith living in all or part of
“Folle�s & Tibbes” tenement.
He must have been a happy man
when his daughter Elizabeth
married Edward Farr in 1772,
who in �me was to work with
him and eventually take on
the business on his death just
two years later. The Land Taxes
and Poor Rates are very useful
in following the descent of
houses in the village. In this Figure 2 Portrait of Thomas Rose of Woo�on
Fitzpaine, Dorset (1679-1747)
case it is described as “Burrows
and Farr”, as the mother in law was to live with them un�l her death. A
record book of 1783, for a map that has unfortunately been lost, shows
them having almost an acre of land, which corresponds with the area on the
1841 Tithe Map. An insurance policy for the house in 1792 can be seen with
others for the village in the Metropolitan Library in London and describes
the building as thatched and the blacksmiths as �led. It is insured for £200
and the neighbouring house which they rent to Gordge is £100.
Edward Farr was to die young in 1795 and his widow and mother in
law sell the freehold, as well as a close of land they owned at Langmoor, to
the wealthy village Curate, Brian Combe, shortly a�erwards. When Elizabeth
Burrows dies in 1802, her widowed daughter con�nues to live in the house,
un�l her own death two years later. The Poor Rates for 1805 show William
Edwards, a butcher as the new occupier of the proper�es. He was leasing
them from Brian Combe, whose name appears in the Deeds. William lived in
a property where Beech House is today and also owned and rented out the
neighbouring Coach and Horses. He appears in the Rates book as owning
the lease of Farrs, described as a house and orchard.
But in 1822 he is no longer shown and Joseph Wilson becomes the
new owner. In the same year a strip of land, 7� 6in by 80�, is sold to William
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Figure 3 The Hillside villas in 1926

Juson, the owner of Backlands Farm, which became the right of way between
No. 1 and the farm. The present day, Barr’s Lane, was no doubt a misspelling
of their name. Joseph Wilson originates from Lyme Regis and purchases
the property from Catherine Williams who had inherited it from her uncle,
Brian Combe. The Deeds in that year describe it as follows: “three co�ages
lately in the occupa�on of Philip Weadon and Samuel Osborne and then
in sole tenancy of William Edwards, butchers. These premises were known
as Folle�s and Tibbes Tenement, owner Jacob Burrows and a�erwards by
Edward Farr and Elizabeth, his wife, Brian Combe and then of Catherine
Williams”.
Joseph Wilson was born in 1793 in Lyme Regis and would have been
only 29 when he bought the property, he may well have inherited a fortune,
for he would have needed that to pay for these ﬁne houses to be built. He
chose as his architect Sir Jeﬀery Wyatville, who is famous for all the work he
did on Windsor Castle, Chatsworth and many other stately houses. But he also
took on smaller projects, a good example is Allendale House at Wimborne,
which he built in 1823 and has a roof and other features similar to Hillside.
The earlier row of three tenements were no doubt demolished and their
founda�ons are now under the front gardens. The new houses were set well
back from The Street and had an impressive range of outbuildings at their
rear including kitchens, coach houses and stabling. The poor rates for 1824
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show Mrs Woolcro�, Reverend
Crossman and Mrs Cleave as
ren�ng the houses. In the same
year there is a request for new
pews in the Church Gallery. Mr
Wilson is shown as owner of
Lower Co�age which is let to
Mrs. Cleave and he also rents
Middle Co�age to the Reverend
G. Crossman.
I will now a�empt to
provide a brief history of the
three proper�es.
No. 1 Hillside.
This house was to be associated with the Templer/Prior family from 1837, when it was purchased by Miss Harriet Prior,
Figure 4 Sir Jeﬀrey Wyatville (1766-1840)
un�l 1982 on the death of Miss
Lucy Prior. The original contract detailing the purchase from Joseph Wilson
is s�ll to be seen in the Dorset Record Oﬃce. It shows her paying £875 for
the freehold, then in the occupa�on of Mrs. Cleave. It was witnessed by
Anna Maria Templer, her sister. Harriet lived there un�l her death in 1861,
aged 83 and le� the house to her sister’s family. There are a number of
graves in the Church yard to them. It seems that both Harriot and Anna,
were daughters of Richard Prior of Clapham, who lived to be 90 and died in
1827 at Weymouth. Coincidently Anna and her husband William lived there,
where he prac�sed as a Solicitor. He died in 1832, aged just 40, leaving four
children - Caroline (1824-1880), Catherine (1824-), Harriet (1825-1903) and
William (1823- 1903).
In due course Anna moved to no.1 Hillside with her sister and her
four children. The 1851 Census shows her as a widow, aged 64, living with
her daughters Catherine, aged 27, Harriet, aged 24, and son William, aged
23. The following Census for 1861 has Harriet Pryer, aged 83, living there
with her unmarried nieces, Caroline and Harriet. This was the year when
the older Harriet was to die and her grave stone can be seen at St. Andrews.
Her two unmarried nieces were to inherit 1 Hillside and live there for the
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remainder of their lives. Caroline died in 1880 and Harriet in 1903. She was
the last person to be buried in Charmouth Churchyard. She was to leave
no.1 to a cousin, John Templer Prior, who was a Barrister in London and
lived in Harrow. In 1925 Miss Lucy Prior inherited the house and sold it to
Canon Richard Piers and Mrs. Ethel Whi�ngton, and on the death of the
Canon in 1948 it was purchased by “the Ecclesias�cal Commissioners”. It
then became the Rectory in 1953 a�er they had sold the former building
behind St. Andrews Church. Lucy con�nued to live in a co�age at the rear
un�l her death in 1982. No.1 was later sold by the Church and is now
privately owned.
No.2 Hillside
We are fortunate in that this house has an almost complete set of its deeds
and has made it easy to trace back its descent from when it was built by
Joseph Wilson in 1824. He rented it ini�ally to the Reverend George Crossman when it is described as a House, Garden and Coach House in the Poor
Rates. By 1827 it was Captain Henry Gage Morris who was shown as the
tenant. But in 1831 Benjamin Jeanes, a Dissen�ng Minister buys no. 2 for
£1150. Although he owns the property he rents it to Mrs. Elizabeth Cleaves,
choosing to live at the Manse, next to the Chapel, where he is Minister. The
1841 Census shows Elizabeth, aged 80, with her daughters Emily, and Frances Gibson, a Widow. It is in this year that Benjamin dies and leaves no.2 to
his widow, Frances. She then goes on to sell the house the following year.
I have been able to track down the original advert in the Western News
which is very informa�ve. It describes the property as a Marine Villa, built of
the best materials with 10 well-propor�oned si�ng and bed rooms with a
geometrical staircase. It had suitable servants’ apartments, with a pleasure
and kitchen garden as well as a coach house, stabling and court yard with a
pump of ﬁne water. It was then in the occupa�on of Mrs. Cleave who was
paying £60 a year rent. To me the most astonishing detail is that the famous
architect Sir Jeﬀery Wyatville was responsible for its design. The property
was again bought as an investment by George Lawrie, who paid just £820,
substan�ally less than the original price, although today we could mul�ply
by a factor of at least a 1000.
Mrs Elizabeth Cleave was the widow of John Cleave, Esq. of
Newcombes, Crediton, who le� her among other proper�es the Manor of
Broadwoodkelly in Devon. Sadly, in 1842 she was to lose her daughter, Emily,
aged just 40. Twenty years later, by then aged 99, she is shown in the Census
44

Figure 5 Miss Harriet Prior leaving no. 1 c.1890

with her other daughter, Frances, and granddaughter, also Frances, at no.2
Hillside. When she dies in 1853, she has reached the grand old age of 101,
which is recorded on her grave stone s�ll to be seen in the Churchyard.
There appears to be a mystery as to who rented the house a�er her
death, as there is a break in the Deeds and the 1861 Census shows it as empty.
But soon a�er, The Reverend Thomas Nayler, former Chaplain to his Royal
Highness The Duke of York, is living there with his son’s family. The son, also
Thomas is shown as having a son, another Thomas (bap�sed in the Church in
1865) and a daughter, Dora, two years later. The family also own Newlands
Farm in Whitchurch Canonicorum. It must have been on their departure to
Islington in London that it was decided to sell the freehold by the trustees
of George Lawrie in 1867, when it was bought by the Misses Poulsons for
£700. Prior to this they had lived at “The Limes” (Charmouth Lodge) where
they had lived with their mother. There is a magniﬁcent marble memorial
in St. Andrews Church to her memory given by her bereaved daughters. It
shows that she was the wife of George Poulson Esq, late of Cli�on, near
Bristol and daughter of David Davies Esq, Surgeon in the Royal Navy. She
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died in 1854, aged 69. The 1871 Census describes Sarah and Maria Poulson
as sisters with Funds and Shareholdings le� to them by their mother. They
are 60 and 57 respec�vely and both unmarried and are to spend the rest of
their days at no.2 with Sarah dying in in 1881 and Margaret in 1890. She le�
no. 2 to Julia and Mary Trenchard and on their deaths to William Ma�hew
Flinders Petrie.
The Miss Trenchards purchased Petrie`s interest for £100 and then
had to spend a great deal of money restoring the property. The 1901 Census
shows it as a girls’ school run by Miss Marie Cookson, aged 29. By 1921 it
was being rented by Sir Cecil Harrison, whose father lived at Li�le Hurst and
family were famous as printers. He owned the ﬁrst motor car, a De Dion
Bouton in Charmouth. He was followed in 1928 by Frederick and Charlo�e
Clarke. In 1933 it was to become a school again which was kept by Dorothy
Measures. A�er the war Douglas and Constance Gilbert lived there. Then
came Sydney and Eileen Poyner and Lydia Barker. Finally, in 1978 it was
renamed “White House” under the ownership of Charles and Hazel Fairchild
and became a Hotel. It is today under the ownership of Ian and Elizabeth
Simpson who have lived there since 2001.
No.3 Hillside
A�er building the Villas, Joseph Wilson for a �me rented them and kept
no.3 Hillside for himself. In 1824, the year they were completed, he married
Mary Ann Coles at St. Mary’s Church in Lambeth. They were to have a son
with the same name as the father bap�sed in Charmouth in 1828. The 1841
Census shows him living there, aged 48, with his wife of the same age with
Joseph (born in 1828) and Mary (born in 1833). On the death of his wife in
1849 he moves from Charmouth to London, where in 1853 he marries Miss
Gavin at St Pancras. He retains ownership of no.3, which is let to Henry Norris, a re�red General Surgeon.
This gentleman encourages James Harrison with his fossil collec�ng
and in 1858 they ﬁnd fragments of a Dinosaurs Limb bone, which they send
oﬀ to Professor Richard Owen, who iden�ﬁes it and gives it the name of
Scelidosaurus harrisoni. The Scelidosaurus is the best preserved and most
complete dinosaur found so far in Britain. It is only found here at Charmouth
and nowhere else in the world. It was a heavily armoured plant ea�ng
dinosaur, which was related to ankylosaurs and stegosaurs and lived near
the ancient shores of what is now ‘England’.
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Figure 6 Aerial photograph of the three houses in 1926

James Harrison died in 1864 and spent the last years of his life at
no. 3. The house was later sold by Joseph Wilson’s trustees on his death
to Captain William Mould of Greenwich in 1866. He rented it to various
tenants and the 1871 Census reveals that Francis Grove, a widower, aged
just 36, origina�ng from Jamaica, was living there with his two daughters
and three servants. Captain Mould is living in Onslow Square in London
when he sells no.3 in 1875 to Samuel Po�er, a solicitor for £750. Again the
property is an investment and rented out and in 1881, it is just Caroline
Readill, a housekeeper who is shown in the census as living there.
On the death of Samuel Po�er in 1890 it was bought for £750 by
Henry Eliot, who was the son of General Eliot who lived at Fernhill. He had
just returned from Canada, where he had met Buﬀalo Bill. When Buﬀalo Bill
visited England with his Wild West Show, Eliot went to see him and asked if
he remembered him. Buﬀalo Bill replied that he was unable to do so, and
Eliot begged him to lend him his hat. With the wide-brimmed cow boy hat
on his head he was at once recognised. Henry Eliot was a great horseman
and used to break in horses harnessed to a light-cart on the beach. The 1901
census shows Henry, aged 47, occupying the house with his wife, Helen,
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Figure 7 The curved walls in the hallway of No. 3

Figure 8 The splendid curved doors in the drawing room of No. 3
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aged 34, and their children Kate and Winthrop. There is a reference to it
being a school at that �me with two boarders.
He was to leave his estate to his wife on his death in 1925 and she
with various members of her family lived there un�l 1933. The Electoral
Rolls then show Winthrop and Mary Eliot as occupiers un�l 1955. He le� the
house to his daughter Ka�e, whose brother Winthrop and his family lived
there for some �me.
The house was later bought by Carpenter Turner, architect to
Winchester Cathedral, whose tenant was Bishop A.W. Williams, formerly
Headmaster of Winchester and later Bishop of Winchester. Bishop Williams
died in 1968. There are a number of owners since then including Roy and
Brenda Deasy, Be�y Rowley, David and Morag Cater. In 1987 the Caters sold
it to David and Julia Retallack and in due course the house was sold to Trevor
and Anna Clarke in 2006. I am indebted to them for allowing me to visit
their beau�ful house and inspect their deeds which have been invaluable in
wri�ng up this ar�cle. The interior of the house came as a revela�on with
all its curved walls and pine doors. I was also excited to see that the original
thick stone walls on the west and north are undoubtedly those da�ng back
to when the Borough was formed by the monks of Forde Abbey in 1298.
I have enjoyed researching these three proper�es and hope that readers
have a greater insight into how important they are, especially now we know
that their architect was none other than the famous, Jeﬀrey Wyatville.
If you wish to go into greater depth with your interest, please visit my
webpage www.freshford.com/hillside
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From the Pavey Room: Society News
Phil Tri�on
Chairman’s welcome
I was proposed as Chairman of the Charmouth Local History Society (CLHS)
at the AGM in September and I was delighted to accept.
Pat Stapleton has stepped down a�er four years as Chairman and
thanks are due to her for steering the CLHS through rocky �mes and
refocusing us so successfully. The society has returned to stability and is
well set for the future.
I have always been interested in social history and have visited many
museums throughout Britain and overseas. My interest in Charmouth’s
history began in The George one Sunday lunch�me a couple of weeks a�er
taking over Charmouth Stores 11 years ago. Peter Press, no less, stood at
the bar impar�ng so much that I was ‘hooked’ and eager to know more.
Charmouth Stores has been a sponsor of the CLHS since we moved here
and I always looked forwards to the Echoes and the talks. When I became a
Parish Councillor I jumped at the chance to be the Council representa�ve on
the commi�ee and my interest has grown since.
My aim as Chairman is to promote the aims of the CLHS, in “publicising
Charmouth’s history through its website, talks, exhibi�ons and publica�ons
designed to increase understanding and encourage public par�cipa�on”.
This is an ambi�ous objec�ve but I, and fellow commi�ee members, are
working hard to achieve this. I think that my background in marke�ng and
in business will prove useful during my tenure.
Website developments
We have just completed the ﬁrst stage of a project to make available on our
website a series of high-quality zoomable historic maps of Charmouth and
the surrounding areas. The earliest really detailed map of the village is the
1841 Tithe Map. As well as the Tithe Map itself, there are also a series of
maps which show who owned and lived in all the proper�es in the parish
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Figure 1 Extract from the 6 inch to the mile Ordnance Survey map of 1890

in 1841 (informa�on which was recorded in the Tithe Appor�onment at the
same �me the Tithe Map was drawn). Then there are the 1903 and 1929
Ordnance Survey maps at 25-inches-to-the-mile.
We also have an aerial photograph of the whole parish in 1946, which
was taken ver�cally and so is a “bird’s-eye view” of the village at that �me
- for example you can see the allotments along Lower and Higher Sea Lanes.
A slightly later but more detailed oblique aerial photo shows the centre of
the village in 1955.
We have also included a series of maps which cover the County of
Dorset, many of which are a�rac�ve examples of early cartography and
show Charmouth in its wider se�ng and also how map-making developed
over the centuries.
You can zoom in and out of all these maps and move around, and
because the maps are digital you don’t have to worry about map sheet
edges. To access the maps visit www.charmouthlocalhistorysociety.org.uk
and go to the maps page. There is an instruc�ons page to help with viewing
the maps, and each individual map also has a page giving some background
to the map itself and how the digital image was created.
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Heritage Lo�ery Fund applica�on
One of the aims of the CLHS is to create a permanent exhibi�on space in The
Pavey Room to promote Charmouth’s history. The Pavey Room is li�le used
nowadays as people mainly inves�gate their family history online and most
of Charmouth’s history is also accessible in this way.
The CLHS has an excellent collec�on of images of old Charmouth, a
number of interes�ng documents and artefacts that are never seen by local
people or visitors to Charmouth.
Crea�ng a museum-style display in The Pavey Room oﬀers a fantas�c
opportunity to communicate Charmouth’s history to a much wider audience
than is currently being reached. Impressive sales of the History Trail and
Village Echo in Charmouth shops show that there is a signiﬁcant interest in
Charmouth’s history beyond CLHS members.
CLHS commi�ee members have already had a detailed discussion
with the Dorset History Centre and have a�ended a workshop on exhibi�on
design.
It appears that we have a good chance of obtaining a Heritage
Lo�ery Fund grant to refurbish The Pavey Room and build displays and a
sub-commi�ee is in the process of pu�ng an applica�on together to be
submi�ed by the summer.
Charmouth Parish Council has agreed this in principle and we hope
to open by Easter 2017. It is hoped that we could open at least once a
week in the winter, more in the summer, depending upon the number of
volunteers.
Plans for 2016
This issue of the Village Echo will be available in local shops throughout the
summer.
The ﬁrst 2016 talk (on Friday March 11th) covered the 210 year
history of Charmouth Stores, and a booklet based on the talk will be on sale
in village shops throughout the summer. A second talk will be announced in
due course.
Website developments will con�nue and the applica�on for a Lo�ery
grant is being worked upon.
Behind the scenes, research con�nues on Charmouth’s history to
provide material for future Village Echoes and talks.
Details of this year’s AGM which will take place in September will be
posted on the website in the summer.
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Thanks to all our supporters.
Editorial, design and layout Lorna Cowan and
Richard Dunn. Printed by Creeds of Bridport.
Cover images: front, a Hider postcard of The
Street c.1920, see p6; back, members of the
53 Pryer family c.1907 see p33.
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