1

Editor’s Note
As promised, we present the second part of Neil Mattingly’s
article based on his very popular talk of two years ago, and the
second instalment of John Broadhurst’s comprehensive account
of Charmouth School. Both of these were published in the last
edition.
In addition we are publishing the second part of Derrick
Warren’s Charmouth Memoirs, which comprises his own map
of Charmouth annotated with comments on points of interest.
This might best be taken in on a walk round the village.
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DT6 6LE
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Dear Members
In the past many of you will have attended our talks and
received copies of The Village Echo as they are published:
you may have noticed a shortfall this year (which was
anticipated when subscriptions were waived). Due to a
combination of circumstances, the number of committee
members has dwindled to the extent that we cannot
guarantee to continue to provide either, after this summer.
The AGM in September will be critical in determining the
society’s future. We need you to come and show support, to
express your views and vote on matters affecting the
furtherance of the work undertaken by Reginald Pavey, Peter
Press and those who assisted them.
Our society has as its main role the care and management of
Charmouth’s records, photographs and other artefacts, and
the existing committee is willing to continue this role in a
proactive manner for the foreseeable future.
We really need more committee members to contribute their
advice and experience but even if you can help us with our
activities only on an occasional basis, please email
secretary@thepaveygroup.co.uk
or phone me on
01297 560255.
Pat Stapleton
Chairman
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Charmouth 100 years Ago
Part Two of Neil Mattingly's Presentation
We start now at the
top end of the
village,
working
down to the bridge.
This
photograph
shows the junction
of Old Lyme Hill
and Old Lyme
Road in an area
known as the Wedge. The large square house in the centre is
the Mount that was built by Mr Niblet in 1897. The fields on
both sides of the road belonged to Foxley Farm which was
farmed by Reuben Durrant.
This superb photo
shows
Matthew
Gear with his wife,
Winifred, outside
their
house,
“ Digory Cottage ” ,
which still stands
at the top of Old
Lyme Hill. He was
a fishmonger and
horse trader. He had two sons Cecil, who went on to own a
fish and chip shop lower down on the street, and Billy who
owned the Garage in the village centre.

An early photo of the area where Old Lyme Hill joins the
Axminster Road, before High Field was built. On the left
stood the Village Pound which was moved there in 1866
from St. Andrews Churchyard. There was also once a Beer
house at Alpine Cottage and below it the Poor House at
Silver Cottage.
An

Axminster Coach
piled high with cases
belonging to the
departing visitors on
its way to the
Railway Station. The
Thatched
cottage
stood at the bottom
of Old Lyme Hill
and was the home for
one of Charmouth`s characters, Jimmy Hodges, who would
place a barrel of beer outside for people to help themselves
on Club Days. In time it became dilapidated and was
demolished to make way for a car park for the New Inn
opposite. The spot is now marked with a Bus Shelter.
6

Another early photo: in the distance is the Thatched Cottage
on the Axminster Road. The building on the right was the
New Commercial Inn whose thatched roof caught fire in
1885, and was
rebuilt in brick
soon afterwards.
The view shows
the newly built
Inn with a group
of horse drawn
carriages
laden
with logs. To the
right of the New
Inn was the Cottage Hospital founded in 1867,which now
forms two cottages.
A similar view
but
showing
Melbourne
House and the
Well Head on
the
opposite
side of the street.
In 1926 Reg
Pavey
bought
the house, then
known as Briton
House, and lived there for the next 47 years. The lady in the
doorway of the shop, where the Holt is today, is no doubt the
owner at that time. The other old lady, on the very far right,
is standing in the archway leading to the gardens of
Melbourne House.
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Mr Chard outside the
Grocers he managed for
Edward Vince who also
owned the Charmouth
Stores at this time.
George Pidgeon who is
standing in the doorway
was the village postman.
In more recent times the
shop was known as Longs but now forms part of Melville
House.

Waterloo House had long been the home of the Blacksmith.
At this time it was owned by Alfred Childs who is probably
standing in the doorway. At the side can be seen the shop
window of his hardware shop which now forms part of the
8

front of the Fossil Shop. To the right was Granville House
which had a small shop where Mary Hutchins assisted her
husband Fred in running his boot shop.
A fascinating look at the top end of The Street, a century ago.
At the end of the
holiday
the
carrier
would
take all the cases
to the station at
Axminster. Here
the two chaps are
trying to get it all
on their wagon,
watched by a
small boy and
two dogs. The two aproned chaps may well have just come
back from a few drinks at the nearby New Inn to assist.
These cow sheds could be seen at the rear of Badgers, but
were demolished when South Wood was built. They would
have formed part of the
outbuildings for Foxley
Farm which stretched
back from Old Lyme
Hill and Higher Sea
Lane. Its farmhouse
was at the Wellhead,
though it later moved
to the Knapp.
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Probably one of
the best known
photographs to
have
come
down to us. We
are
fortunate
that Reg Pavey
recorded
the
names of some
of the people
shown. The first
sailor is Ted
Hunter and the second is Charlie Larcombe. Captain Manley
and Juliana Dixon, who lived at the Elms, are seen in the
Wagonette.

A splendid hand coloured postcard looking down the Street,
with Miss Tarr’s fancy gift shop on the left. Charmouth
House had for many centuries been known as the Fountain
Inn.
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There were two clubs in Charmouth. These were the
National Sick and Burial Club and St Andrews, the local
Court of the Ancient Order of Foresters. On Whit Sunday
both clubs held a church parade and on Whit Monday a fete.
They were held in a field then known as Fountain Mead
alongside Charmouth House, where the war memorial stands
today. It was here for many years that the village fete was
also held before moving to a field off Lower Sea Lane. This
photo shows the village Club Day. The distinctive shape of
The Court can be seen in the background. The village band
and a forerunner of the Black and White Minstrels are seen
posing for the camera.
On the next page are two young men stand proudly by their
pony and trap outside the Royal Oak. Notice the mass of
pebbles making up the pathway and gutter.
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Little Hurst, which is now the doctors’ surgery, was one of
the finer houses on the Street and for a time was the home of
James Harrison and his family. He was a director of the
famous firm of printers which is named after him. He was an
accomplished amateur photographer and and took a number
of the photographs used in the talk. Back in 1857 it was
briefly a convalescent home owned by Lord Herbert. The
famous nurse, Florence Nightingale attended the opening.

12

On the right of
this photograph is
the front of the
old Post Office,
which is now
Wisteria House.
When
William
Holly sold the
Axminster bus in
1900 he became
Postmaster and
his son William
Holly Junior took on the post when he retired. The Post
Office remained at Wistaria for 40 years, when it moved in
1940 to Sunnyside. The mail van was one of the first
motor vans to run between Dorchester and Charmouth. The
driver was allowed to carry one passenger. The house was
enlarged when the entrance to the stables was no longer
required and premises were let to the Wilts and Dorset Bank
(afterwards Lloyds). Mr William Holly, the postmaster is
seen here standing behind the van.
It is difficult to
recognise this
building as it
has changed its
appearance so
much over the
century. It is in
fact the Elms,
now the home
of the Council
Offices.
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Dr Norris lived here for many years in the 19th century
when the principal rooms faced The Street. In the early 20th
century the house was enlarged and the rooms made to face
the opposite direction. The cottage next door was pulled
down and the two gardens adjoined.

Hillside Terrace covered with ivy. The long building in the
centre was the dairy for Backlands Farm which covered
much of the area to the rear of the ancient boundary wall at
the back of the Street.
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The detailed photograph on the previous page shows the old
Manor on the left and Coach and Horses on the right. The
pavements and gutters were made of beach stones, as can be
seen by their damaged state around the drain. A similar
viewpoint, but this time with a procession of smartly dressed
residents outside the Manor. Walking up towards them is the
village policeman.

A close up of Holly's Omnibus which took passengers from
the Coach and Horses, whose entrance can be seen in the
background, on to Bridport. Notice the G.W.R. standing for
Great Western Railway on the side of the carriage for which
he was an agent.
After 1858 a Lyme to Bridport bus was started which
stopped at the Coach and Horses. The bus had room for six
passengers outside and six inside. It remained in service
until 1922. The driver shown here with a full coach was Mr
W. J. Hounsell..
Hopefully...To be continued in the next edition of The
Village Echo.
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A History of Charmouth School
by John Broadhurst

Part Two

This aerial photograph shows the temporary classrooms which
were erected to make room for the children from Whitchurch
and Wootton who joined the school in September 1970.
The photo at the top of the next page shows the path from the
North East door of the hall leading to the boys’ toilets and the
temporary classrooms. The shed was for PE equipment, easily
accessible from the hall and the blue cupboard on the right was
used as a solid fuel store until the boiler was converted to gas.
It then became the caretaker’s store for rubbish prior to being
taken out on collection day.
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Below is a clear view of
the path from the
temporary classrooms to
the main building. The
brown extension in the
background is the boys’
cloakroom with the
boys’ toilet opposite.
The sky lights in the
main building were
installed in September
1908. On the left in the
foreground is the door
to the boys’ temporary
toilet and on the right the steps to one of the temporary
classrooms.
Before the mobile classrooms
were installed parents had met
with County Officials to discuss a
covered
way
between
the
classrooms and the main building.
Nothing ever came of this. It was
brought up again in the 1980s, but
was deemed impractical and
expensive.
The next photos show the inside
of the boys’ toilets. The fact that
they were outside and the
condition of the toilets, both boys
and girls, were two of the main
factors when stating the great
need for a new school.
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The urinal on the left was permanently open to the elements
and all the pipe work, although lagged, is on the surface,
making it susceptible to even the slightest frost. This was a
constant problem throughout the winter months and during
very cold spells the plumber came straight to the school on his
way to work to enable the school to stay open.
The girls’ toilets were even worse, as they were on the North
side of the building.
A water tank and fresh water were only connected in
September 1906.
The toilets were renovated and fitted to the Charmouth main
drainage system in June 1960. The Head teacher reported on
the unsatisfactory toilet facilities in November 1967 and
pedestal type toilets were fitted in the boys’ toilet in January
1968, but sinks weren’t fitted until June 1985, and even then
not in the urinals.
On 4th September 1885 the Clerk informed the Board that
Thomas Fippin refused to flush out the closets more than once
a week unless he was paid extra. His services were dispensed
with and Amy Newton agreed to flush out the closets every day
for 6 pence (2 ½ today) a week.
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This construction, often referred to as ‘The Play Shed’, next to
the steps leading from the main building had to be used as a
classroom at the beginning of the war when numbers increased
due to the evacuees from St Peter’s C of E School, Paddington,
London. Although it was boarded up to make it weather proof,
conditions must have been uncomfortable, cold, dark and
difficult.
Charmouth is truly a combined or community school having
taken in children from Monkton Wyld on 27th April 1908, 15
children from Stanton St Gabriel, Morcombelake on 10th
September 1946 and from Whitchurch Canonicorum and
Wootton Fitzpaine in 1970. Children were also admitted from
private schools in June 1886 and February 1898. In both these
cases the children were found to be backward for their age.
The closure of the first two schools seems to have gone fairly
smoothly, but there was much opposition from all three schools
to the closure of Whitchurch and Wootton. Plans for the
temporary classrooms were delivered as early as September
1968, but the scheme was put on hold in early March 1969
because Charmouth parents had lodged an objection. On April
21st 1969 the Minister of Education stated that the enlargement
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of Charmouth School would go ahead despite the protests.
After that, much effort was put into making sure that the
transfer took place smoothly.
The mobile classrooms and toilet block were completed on
23rd April 1970. These were equipped with some new furniture
and some transferred from the closing schools. On the 9th
September 1970 22 children from Whitchurch and 23 from
Wootton were admitted to Charmouth School.

This shows the school from the East after the three mobile
classrooms had been put in place.
The sand area in the foreground was the long jump pit.
Although there had been much opposition to the erection of
mobile classrooms there were also major benefits. These units
freed up the area previously used for classrooms and provided
the school with a much needed hall. The advantages and uses
of the hall have already been addressed. Several years after the
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amalgamation of the three schools it was generally agreed that
the benefits far outweighed the disadvantages, and that all
children could be provided with a much better all round
education in a larger unit.
The transport, which had been one of the negative points,
actually ran very smoothly until in September 1985 when the
County decided to impose charges for children travelling from
the villages. County Councillors and Education Department
Officials attended meetings to discuss several parents’ refusal
to pay for school transport quoting the fact that, when the
schools in Whitchurch and Wootton closed, transport would be
provided. The County’s argument was that they had agreed to
provide transport, but not necessarily free. One parent removed
his child from the school. A few years later free transport was
reinstated for children from Whitchurch and Wootton, but
those coming from Lyme Regis and Symondsbury had to
provide their own transport. A mini-bus came from Lyme
Regis, but children from Symondsbury came by car.
As numbers increased it became necessary to bring in a fourth
mobile unit. This remained until the early eighties when it was
removed because numbers were very low. It then had to be
brought back in September 1987 at considerable cost! Because
they were all off the ground the mobiles were cold in winter
and susceptible to freezing. The three original units were very
expensive to heat, each having four 3 kw convector heaters
using peak electricity. The fourth had an oil stove.
These classrooms were also a problem to maintain. On 4th
September 1980 the three original mobiles were reroofed. On
26th September they had to be redone because the first job was
unsatisfactory. By November the Infant room was leaking
again and there were more similar problems in December. On
16th January 1981 the Infant roof was redone, but by January
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1982 further leaks were reported in the same room. In April
1986 the cleaner put her foot through the floor of one of the
rooms and in September of that year the three original mobiles
were strengthened externally by putting timbers up the sides
and across the tops of the classrooms. These can be seen in the
picture above. In April 1987 further leaks in the Infant roof had
to be repaired. In September 1987 the three original mobiles
were again re-roofed and redecorated at a cost of
approximately £20,000.
In October 1988 4in x 4in props were fitted to the centre of all
the temporary classrooms for safety reasons. Such difficulties
added weight to the arguments for a new school.
On a more positive note in November 1987 all the temporary
classrooms were carpeted. The carpets were paid for by the
PTA at a cost of £1013. They made a big difference to the
comfort, the warmth and particularly the noise.At one point in
the late eighties the numbers were so large (41) in the
Reception Class that, despite the fact that all available ancillary
help was placed with that class, a large shed was purchased to
use with small groups. There were windows in each wall and
all the walls were lined for insulation then painted to allow
pictures to be put around. Most importantly there was a fire
extinguisher. A path was constructed from the classroom to the
shed.
This facility was a novelty for the children and they loved
being taken to work in it. They called it The Cabin.
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This picture shows the girls’ side of the temporary toilets with
a drinking fountain just inside the door.
On the side of the toilet block is the red fire bell which was to
alert the temporary classrooms in the event of fire. Because it
was open to the elements it was not always as effective as it
should have been despite the fact that fire practices were held
each term. There was another similar bell on the wall of the
main building. On one fire drill in October 1987 both fire bells
were found to be faulty. The same problem occurred in April
1989.
The aerial photo at the beginning of this article shows the
positioning of the temporary classrooms. From September
1970 until the school closed in April 1993 Charmouth School
was in the unusual position of having four fifths of its teaching
area in temporary buildings. This was another major factor in
support of a new school. Through the superb efforts of the
teachers standards were very high despite the difficult
conditions.
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The small shed against the perimeter fence on the right of the
picture was used to store the equipment for outdoor PE and
games.
The children used both the grass and hard areas although the
grass area was only used during the summer months:
something the children really appreciated. It also shows the
flagpole which was taken down in October 1980 for safety
reasons and was not replaced.
Staff had previously parked their cars opposite the school on
the tennis court car park. This facility was withdrawn by the
Tennis Club and so, in September 1978, the Head teacher
applied to the West Dorset District Council to be allocated
some spaces on the central village car park off Lower Sea Lane.
This was refused, a fact that was headline news in the local
paper at the time.
The County then provided the paved area, adjacent to the
playground, for staff and visitors
parking.
When the school opened the only play
area was the small space at the front of
the building. The earliest reference to
this is 18th June 1897 when gravelling
was completed. Inadequacies in the
playground are mentioned in the Log
Book in September 1908 and in July
1909 it states that a start was made on a
new playground which was completed in September of that
year. By October this was considered dangerous to health
because of drainage problems. One thing isn’t clear is where
this new playground is situated because the next reference to
the playground is in March 1924 when land was purchased at
the rear of the school, from the church, for £300.
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This suggests that in 1909 the original playground at the front
of the school was completely redone, most likely with tarmac,
instead of the gravel, thus causing the drainage problem.
In 1926 a playground opened on the land purchased from the
church. This was a grass area and therefore the small
playground at the front still had to be used in wet weather. The
remainder of the land between the new grass area and the
council houses was purchased, at a cost of £1500, in September
1951. It was ploughed and became the new school garden in
February 1952. Therefore the school no longer needed the
allotments in Parkway.
Also in February 1952 the wall at the north west corner of the
grounds was taken down and rebuilt nearer the school house.
This enabled there to be a road built down to Wesley’s Close.
In April of that year the children planted potatoes on the new
land, as a smother crop and a Bramley Apple tree was planted
in the new field. In March 1953 fencing was installed around
the new field.
On July 14th 1933 a Sports Evening, from 5.30 to 7.30 pm was
held in the village playing fields. The playing fields were also
used for games.
Gardening was an important part of the curriculum and a
gardening examination was held each term. Pests were
controlled with paraffin emulsion. The allotments used by the
school were where No 6 Parkway now is. On 1st March 1948
all the 11+ boys and girls spent the day working on the
allotments spreading manure and planting potatoes.
In March 1953 a fence was installed around the new field. On
12th March that year an official drought was announced and
the children worked every afternoon in the school garden. The
hedge dividing the new field from the existing school land was
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removed and on 30th September 1954 the field was ploughed
and seeded using 84 lbs of grass seed. This must have cut down
gardening sessions because they were only left with the
allotment to the East of the school house garden. In May 1966
the fence dividing the allotment from the rest of the play area
was removed and the ground seeded.
More information can be obtained from Charmouth Local
History Society at The Elms.

Derrick Warren ’ s Charmouth Memoirs,
A second instalment
Editor’s Note
In June 2001 we published the first instalment of Derrick
Warren’s memoirs. Derrick, born in 1911, had lived in
Charmouth at the Red Bungalow between then and 1942. On
one of his return visits to the village, in 2001, he met Peter
Press for whom these notes were originally prepared.
The author has produced a sketch map of the village with
dozens of locations on which he had comments to make. If you
live in the village, you will probably find history come alive
close to home. Have a look then at this unique map of the
village and read Mr Warren’s recollections of our village.
Back copies of Volume 5 of the Echo containing the first
extract are available at £2 each from the CLHS.
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The map and the notes .......

Use the map to find locations.
The Beach and nearby: 1-3

47 49-50 52-53

Footpath below Higher Sea Lane: 4-8 13
Lower branch of Higher Sea Lane:

9-10

Higher Sea Lane (upper): 11-12 15
Between Higher Sea Lane and Lower Sea Lane: 14

44 55

Along the River Char: 51

27

Lower Sea Lane: 42-43 45-46
The New Inn and above 16-19 20-22 57
The Street (upper)

23-26 29-30

Barrs Lane 27-28 54
The Street (lower) 31-35 37-39 56
Beyond the River Char 40-41 51
Not marked:
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1) The old factory: A lime works used during this period by
the fishermen for storing their rowing boats, nets and pots
- it always had a wonderful smell of tarred rope.It was here
in the winter that the men mended their nets and made the
willow crab pots. None of the boats had sails and would be
launched from the beach. Quite rough seas - the oarsman
always standing up to row with the other fisherman in their
boats pushing the boat off through the breakers. They
worked on potting, long line and nets.
During the
summer, especially when the huge shoals of mackerels
came in, someone was always posted up on the cliff to
watch for the shoals to come in. One end of the nest would
be put into a boat and rowed frantically around the shoal
and back to the shore. Both ends of the net would then be
pulled in (holiday makers encouraged) and the thousands
of mackerel landed would be hawked around the
countryside the same day - even as far as Chard or
Ilminster).
2) The old lime kiln. In the early 1930's this was used as tea
shop run by a man who lived just below the Neigh Bridge.
3) A look out - coastguard , militia.
4) A square area of naked shingle surrounded by a low chain
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fence and with a flag- staff in the middle. Militia?
5) "Thalatta" ( Greek for the "Sea" ). The holiday home of
Sydney Barrett - He became M.D. of a big chemical
company and lived at Crowe Hall in Bath and was later
knighted. I used to play with the youngest daughter. It was
commandeered by the army in 1940.
6) The Red Bungalow. Built by my father for my
grandparents Louis George and Mary Ann Derrick in 1909.
It was lived in by my aunt Helen (Nell) until her death in
1955. My other aunt Margaret ( Madge) joined her in 1938
after she sold her nursing home in Monte Carlo. Aunt Nell
was not well off and used to let the bungalow at £3 per
week all through the summers, whilst taking cottages at
10/- a week, the difference supplementing her income. The
cottages were The Stannage at Raymonds Hill and. St.
Gabriel's Cottage ( which she preferred! )
7) The home of Fielda Long, daughter of Long the
ironmonger at the top of Barrs Lane. She went to Lyme
Regis Grammar school with my sister Peggie, who went
there because there was no girls’ grammar school at
Chard where we lived.
8) A bungalow lived in by Mr. Alefounder. He never wore
clothes on the beach and my aunt used to say " it's only
Alefounder, he'll use his newspaper!
9) A bungalow occupied by Mr. and Mrs Le Froy. A tall
gentleman with a beard who had lived in South Africa.
His wife was also very tall, was great friends with my
aunt, and died at a nursing home near Ringwood in the
1960's at well over a 100.
10) The home of Miss Howard and Miss Brenman. Miss
Howard was a cousin of the Duke of Norfolk and was
29

paid to keep away from the family as she lived in a
lesbian relationship with Miss Brenman ( not done so
publicly in those days!). Miss Brenman always looked
raddled, wore violet make up, wore men’s clothes and
had a man’s haircut.
11) We children played here during the holidays. We had a
hide out in a third thicket on the cliffs where we used to
swap and read comics: the Hotspur, Rover or Scout.
12) Chalet Bungalow, used by Mr and Mrs Turner. He was
editor of The Somerset Countryman, a magazine
published in. Ilminster. They were friends of my sister,
Jane.
13) The home of Miss Evans’ Chauffeur, Mr. Spurdle. On
retirement he lived at property 9 - in Higher Sea Lane.
14) Hammonds Mead. A large house lived in by Miss Evans,
a wealthy spinster and friend of my aunt. She was
extremely deaf and had a whiskery chin! As a personal
favour we were allowed to take the short- cut up her drive
from lower to higher Sea Lane. When she died she gave
the field to the south and a field on the other side of the
river (52) to the village, never to be built upon. The house
became an Hotel.
15) A wood and corrugated iron bungalow, lived in by Mr.
Grinter - a fisherman.
16) Newspaper, stationery and toy shop run by Miss Tarr. A
gloriously dark jumble and muddle which I loved. She
was old, little, sallow skinned with a moustache and
always wore black clothes.
17) Ironmonger and oil merchant.
18) Dr. Chamberlain’s house and surgery.
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19) The singing kettle Tea Shop.
20) The New Inn
21) Miss Copp lived here. The ground floor of her house was
used as a little haberdashers and dress shop.
22) Annie Start had a wooden bungalow. She was a charlady
for my aunt and others.
23) The home of a Lyme Regis Estate Agent. For a time I
was friendly with their son and daughter. This ended as
follows. When I was ten or eleven I was allowed to take
one of my aunt’s dogs, a Sealyham named Pensee for
walks. He was a great rabbiter and coming by Thalatta
one morning there was a kitten on the path which he
mistook for a rabbit. Before I could stop him (I beat him
with a walking pole) he had disembowelled it. So I put it
out of its misery with my pole. This was seen by two
children and thereafter they spread the name
murderers around the village.
24) Dampiers’ grocery and provision shop.
25) The Star Inn.
26) The home of the Misses Whittingtons - descendants of
the famous mayor of London. Going to tea there was
always a grand event for they were a charming couple.
27) A bungalow built as a holiday home by Mr and Mrs.
Geoff Gillingham and their children Sheila and Peter of
Chard.
28) A new bakery built about 1934 - it had an electric
kneading machine, the first in the whole area.
29) The Coach and Horses Hotel. Managed by a Miss
Overmass, whose fiancée had been killed in the Great
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War. A friend of my aunt’s who used to take me on
expeditions to Exeter. in her car - a treat as we didn't have
one. She was interested in everything, and showed me
much of interest in the area.
30) Marsh the butcher.
31) Bragg's Store and Grocery Shop.
32) Gears Garage - they also had the new car park.
33) Smiths the Chemist. Next door in this "modern " block
was a fancy shop selling deck chairs, beach balls. Later it
was used for Lloyd's bank.
34) The Queens Arms Hotel. Once when I was small was
taken to dinner ( in the evening) by my mother on a gale
ridden night in August. I don’t remeber why.
35) The thatched Post Office run by Mrs. Pidgeon and her
daughter Joan. One of my earliest recollections is of
staying there in the summer for a holiday. I remember
having violent earache one night. I also remember
rushing to the window every time that rare event occurred
of a car going by. It must have been about 1925/6.
37) Loosemore’s Farm.
38) Buglers’ the Greengrocer and Fruiterer. They were also
coal merchants.
39) I can’t remember her name but her daughter was called
Rosemary. As a boy of 12, I used to try and hide from her.
We camped in her field bounded on the south and east by
the stream. She had a goat which she always milked into
the grass until my mother insisted on having it to make
milk puddings and for coffee - it was no good in tea.
Going camping there for the whole summer holiday in
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1935 to 1939 was a great event. A lorry was hired in
Chard from Mrs. Voysey to take our three big tents,
lavatory tent, bed and chairs. Mother was a keen
fisherman and liked trout - which she caught quickly and
illegally with a grasshopper. Once the owner Colonel
Bullen caught her on the Char, but she flicked the line
and the grasshopper fell off. Colonel Bullen said that "she
wouldn't catch an eel without bait" . As it happened she
also fished for eels which she liked but no one else did.
The same families came back on holiday camping year
after year and we always looked out for them. One family
we were particularly friendly with were the Claytons,
their son Francis, my sister’s fancy, Raymond, my age,
and Liz who had to tag along. Also Big Frank, a cousin
and good artist who went into the R.E.'s camouflage unit
in the war. Just to the north of Newlands Bridge was a
deep pool which in which we bathed if we hadn't time to
go to the beach and it was very hot. No one ever bathed
in the Char below its confluence with the Neigh. There
was raw sewage in the that one!

Derrick, Peggy and Jane Warren 1938
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40) Newlands Farm. Rabbits bought there 4 pence each
skinned 6d. In skinned. ( the skins themselves fetched 2d
each to dealers).
41) Newlands Cottage. Miss Etheridge. A brilliant violinist
and great friend of my aunt. Aunt Nell was a concert
standard piano player and they used to have evenings of
playing together. She ' went funny' and eventually cut her
throat with a razor - badly. She died two days later.
42) It was in this row of cottages lived Charlie Larcombe, a
fisherman. He was fat, with a round red cheerful face
always smoking a pipe. Wore rubber thigh boots turned
down over his knees (they said he had no other footwear! )
and a blue fisherman’s sweater.
43) The house of Sidney Smith. Another fisherman who used
to take me out when he collected his pots in the morning. I
used to trawl for mackerel for breakfast. It used to be cold
seeing the sun rise from the sea in summer. With Ted
Hunter, used in the summer to look after the bathing tents
and deck chairs in the late 30's.
44) The home of Dr. Lang, an eminent geologist to whom I
would take fossils whose name I didn't know.
45) Became a small zoo and aviary.
46) Tin Town. So named because of the corrugated iron shacks
that were there. Looked down on by the whole village.
47) A concrete platform which I was told had been the
foundations of a ' Pavilion' at the turn of the century.
48) A raised area where shingle was heaped for the rain to
wash the salt from. This was dug from the beach by Mr.
Back around.(49), shovelled into a putt (a two wheel cart)
and pulled out by two horses.
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49) The marsh
50) The old sodden groin was replaced by steel uprights put in
by a steam hammer some time about 1931/2. Was too
efficient and had lots of the wood taken out before the war.
51) The two camping and touring caravan site.
52) Miss Evans field which was mined in 1940 and in which
the cow was blown up in!
53) Cain's Folly. A very steep fir wood of pines, which were
cut for timbers in the 1939- 45 war.
54) A corrugated iron building in the north east corner of the
playing field which housed the gas engined power
generators for Charmouth electricity supply. Installed in
the Red Bungalow about 1929/30.
55) Double Common. Two fields across which there was a
right of way and which were supposed never to be built on.
56) This is a contractors caravan put into the garden of the Red
Bungalow by my father in about 1918 so that the family
could holiday there( my grandmother was then still alive).
My sister always had it, summer and winter, when she was
at school in Lyme and I used it when I cycled down 193842. I was there in September 1940 aged 16 and in my
school cadet force. Thalatta was occupied by the defending
force of 12 men, a Lieutenant and one 2 pounder ex- naval
gun mounted on the back of an old lorry. The cliffs and
neighbouring fields had been mined and an anti tank
barrier of steel pipe scaffolding and a barbed wire
entanglement had been erected across the large stretch
between the cliffs and in front of the old factory. At two o'
clock in the morning of 5th September I was awakened
( the caravan doors were open) by the noise of the troops
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In the distance, Peggy Warren on East side of River
mouth with a rough sea. 1938
being called out. I went over and was told invasion was
imminent and would I go up on the cliff with the Lieutenant
and act as a runner. The sea was dead calm and with a bright
moon the conditions were ideal as their was also a slight haze. I
remember thinking 'that is it'. But the Germans never came for
it was a false alarm - not an exercise. Later I saw my first
German Plane shot down, from the cliff top above Cains Folly.
After the dog fight three crewmen jumped - two parachutes
opened, the third 'candled'. An RAF rescue launch came out
from Lyme and picked them all up. A Chard doctor, Dr.
Granvill, pronounced one dead - who is now buried in Lyme
Cemetery. The Lieutenant in charge at Charmouth was a keen
swimmer and had a hole left in the defences so that he could
get to the beach. I was also allowed to use it and had the whole
beach to myself ( Golden Cap to Lyme! ) but on the strict
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understanding I did not go up the cliffs, for many were mined.
For days on end never saw a sole and never wore a stitch! One
further thing. The troops at Thalatta had no binoculars so my
Aunt gave them her pair - but after the war they were returned
from wherever they had finished up - to her great surprise. I
still have them.
57) When the first coach road was constructed from.
Charmouth to Lyme, a cutting was dug to ease the slope at
the top of the hill. It always caught the wind and was
known as 'The Devil's Bellows'. After my parents had been
married at Charmouth Church on 15th July 1912 they went
by carriage to Lyme Station over this road, which slipped
in 1924.

This concludes Derrick Warren’s Memoirs which have been
compiled from his notebooks.
If you are interested you can see more photos from Derek’s
collection at
http://www.freshford.com/peopleandplacesinCharmouth1924-1
942.html
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