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The New Look Village Echo
We are re-launching our magazine for 2013.
We hope you will enjoy this issue and would welcome
feedback so we can try to improve.

Committee
Chairperson .................................... Pat Stapleton
Secretary......................................... Russell Telfer
Treasurer ........................................ Mike Whatmore
Parish Council Representative ....... Jeff Prosser
Members......................................... Richard Stirk
Keith Waterson
Hilary Munday

Programme for 2013
AFTERNOON meetings in January, February, and
March will be at 2.30pm in the Club Room at the
Community Hall, Lower Sea Lane.
Charmouth’s Maritime History ......29th Jan
Ancient Stones of West Dorset ......26th Feb
Talk by Ken Gollop ........................26th Mar
We are hoping to have another illustrated talk by Neil
Mattingly later in the year
Annual General Meeting in September
For up-to-date information see our web site at
thepaveygroup.co.uk
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7th Bristol Honours the Memory of
its Founder
The 7th Bristol Scout Group has honoured the memory
of its founder by making a donation of £300 towards 1st
Charmouth Cubs’ and Scouts’ quest to build a new HQ.
The Clifton-based Group was founded in 1909 by Reginald Pavey, who was born in Charmouth but later
moved to Bristol. As a result of his earlier connections,
7th Bristol held their summer camps in Wootton Fields,
Charmouth, from as early as 1920 and walked down to
the Jurassic Coast beach to search for fossils.
While revisiting Charmouth, Mike Keefe, who has been
associated with 7th Bristol for 66 years and is now
Group President, read about 1st Charmouth’s fund raising appeal in the local press. He immediately saw the
opportunity to honour the memory of Mr Pavey and
recognise the debt of gratitude the Group owed to its
founder.
On handing over the cheque, Mike said, “When I read
about Charmouth’s fund raising appeal, and saw the
state of their HQ, I realised this was an ideal opportunity to not only honour the memory of our founder, but
also to show the true spirit of Scouting. We are delighted to be able to support 1st Charmouth and ensure the
Pavey connection is associated with the new-build project.”
On receiving the donation, Kevin Payne, Scouter-inCharge at 1st Charmouth replied, “Reginald Pavey is
revered locally. He returned here on his retirement to
become the village's first and only chronicler, describ4

Reginald Pavey
ing the events that shaped the lives of the village folk
and recording stories recounted by the local characters
of that day. This donation is a fitting way for both Scout
Groups to honour the memory of a man who played
such an important role within our two communities.”
Although born in Charmouth, Mr Pavey moved to Bristol and at one stage became a Sunday School teacher.
To interest the boys during the week he started cricket
on the Bristol Downs. There were not enough boys for
a team of eleven, so he visited the local school and
spoke with the Headmaster, who told him they had a
team, but no-one to organise them. It was suggested Mr
Pavey take on the task.
One of the mothers suggested that the boys formed a
Scout Troop, which were opening up all over the country. While at Oxford Mr Pavey took over the room
occupied by Eric Walker who became Baden Powell’s
secretary, resulting in the two men being introduced.
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Baden Powell, the Chief Scout, met Mr Pavey on
several occasions and often spoke of Scouting activities.
In 1909, Mr Pavey set up and registered the 7th Bristol
Scout Troop. It could have been the 1st Bristol if they
had registered earlier and not been too busy Scouting.
The Troop originally met in Christ Church School,
which is now the Library in Princess Victoria Street.
The Troop’s first camp was held in Pill on the other side
of the Avon Gorge in 1909. They borrowed tents and an
old shop blind was used as a bivouac. Lacking groundsheets, they used sacks stuffed with straw. By 1910, Mr
Pavey had visited a wheelwright and commissioned him
to build a trek cart to carry their kit, which made
moving the equipment easier.
In 1917 Pavey’s elder sister, Marguerite, became Scoutmaster and her younger sister acted as her assistant.
They were the first females in Scouting. Meanwhile Mr
Pavey became Bristol West Scout Commissioner.
The summer camps from 1920 to 26 were held in
Charmouth, the first of these was held in Wootton
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Fields, Sea Lane.
The Troop also returned to
Charmouth to camp in 1948 and 1952 under the leadership of Johnny Wilkins, who was the Scoutmaster at the
time. It was at these camps the 7th President, Mike
Keefe, attended as a young Scout and returned in 2012
to present the 1st Charmouth with a cheque for £300
towards their new Scout Hut building fund – ‘GOING
FOR GOLD’.
Mr Pavey retired to Charmouth in 1927; this left a very
large gap, but many good Scouters have since kept the
Scout Group in the forefront of Scouting.
The 7th Bristol celebrated its continuous existence of
100 years in 2009. The Troop even remained open
through the War years, being run by an American GI
called Stubby. The Scout Group originally met at the
rear of Vyvyan Terrace, but now has a splendid Headquarters, known as Pavey House, in the old Stable

Mike Keefe (centre) presents the cheque to one of the
1st Charmouth’s Sixers and receives a Group scarf from the
Troop’s Senior Patrol Leader
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Block at the rear of the Rodney Hotel. They also run a
campsite on the outskirts of Bristol, known as Stiles,
that is used by many Scouts and Guides from West
Bristol and North Somerset.
According to HQ records, the 1st Charmouth Scout
Group was registered in 1965. But this seems far too
late for the Group to be founded – especially as there is
a photo in the 7th Bristol archives of what looks like
Charmouth’s Scout Hut dated 1921! Perhaps it opened,
closed and re-opened?
If anyone can shed light on when Scouting in
Charmouth first started and its early history, can they
please contact the current Scouter-in-Charge, Kevin
Payne on 01308 459080 – payne.kevin6@gmail.com.
Should anyone like to donate to the refurbishment of 1st
Charmouth’s the current HQ, which is much need of
TLC, they can do so via the Group’s LocalGiving
website:
see:
https://localgiving.com/charity/
charmouthscouts . At present, LocalGiving is matching
any £10 donation under its ‘Grow your Tenner’ scheme,
so it’s a great time to make a donation.
Kevin Payne
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The Very Easy Echo Crossword

ACROSS
5.

6.
9.
10.

What was the name of the stonemason who had his yard on the corner of Lower Sea
Lane and The Street?
To which saint was the old parish church dedicated?
Earlier name for The Coach and Horses
The abbot of which abbey used to own the manor of Charmouth?

DOWN
1.
2.
3.
4.
7.
8.

The first minister at the chapel
Who was killed in a duel at Hunters Lodge in 1789?
What was the first building on the site of the Sea Horse flats called?
What was the first name of the man who rescued shipwrecked mariners from the beach
under Stonebarrow?
Who for many years drove the Axminster horse bus with only one arm?
Charmouth's first historian

Answers on page 23
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Peter Press becomes a Life Member
Dear Peter
One of the first resolutions of the newly appointed committee of the
Pavey Group was to offer you Honorary Life Membership of the
Pavey Group. This was passed unanimously and we feel that it reflects
the wishes of the vast majority of our membership.
We hope that you will accept this position. Our aim is to carry on the
good work which you started and sustained, and to build on the resources which you painstakingly built up.
May we offer you best wishes in your retirement from the Group and
hope that we shall see you at many of our future meetings?
Yours sincerely, Russell Telfer, Honorary Secretary
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George William Burgis
On the longest day of the year, 21st June 1915 in Norwood, south east London, a wee scrap of a baby was
born, so small that he could fit into a quart jug so his
mum nicknamed him Tom Thumb. That nickname of
‘Tom’ stayed with George for the next 97 years. He was
the youngest child of a large family and life was hard.
At 14 he left school and went to work as a blacksmiths apprentice, working the bellows and steadily
learning the trade. His idea of a good weekend would be
for his mother to give him half a loaf of bread for his
food which he would put in his saddle bag and then he
would cycle to either Brighton or Eastbourne where he
would sleep under the boats on the beach before cycling
home again on the Sunday. This was a round trip of
between 100 and 115 miles and he did this trip many,
many times. The combination of his job and the cycling
built his body strength up to such a degree that he hit on
a little sideline to supplement his income. There was a
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fair near his home and he would wager men twice his
size that he could beat them on the hand grip machine.
Due to his height and age, it was easy pickings, burly
chaps didn’t think this whipper snapper could possibly
be stronger than them and were always amazed when he
registered a 200lb grip strength, yes..........it proved to
be a good little earner.

George then became the first English employee of a
German firm where his day began at 4am with the lighting of the furnaces to power the steam presses. Realisation dawned that without him, the factory would be
unable to work so he decided to ask for a raise. The
M.D. peered over the top of his glasses, looked him up
and down and said ‘you little boy, you little money’
and he never did get his raise.
In his early twenties he joined The London County
Cycle Club and was due to race at the Herne Hill
velodrome, but he had a serious motorbike accident,
breaking many bones and spending the next 18 months
in and out of hospital. Apart from ending his cycling
days, he always considered the most upsetting part of
the accident was his fine of seven shillings and six
pence (thirty seven and a half pence) for driving without
care and attention, he always maintained it wasn’t his
fault!
With the outbreak of war, he found himself in a
reserved occupation and he came down to work at
J.H.Shand Ltd in Axminster. He lodged with Miss Rose
White who ran a boarding house in King Edward Road
and on 26th November 1949, 63 years ago, they married.
After 23 years at Shands, George found he disagreed
with many policies the new management put into place
so he walked out. Now, kissing goodbye to a secure job,
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in a manner which meant he wasn’t eligible for ‘the
dole’ was not the smartest of moves when he had a wife
and 2 children to support and he soon found there
weren’t many openings for a 50 year old engineer in
Lyme Regis. His solution was to start up on his own,
which he did in rented premises in Coombe Street and
in January 1966, Lyme Regis Engineering Company
was born. Ironically, his first customer was his old firm.
His family didn’t see much of him at that time. He set
off early every day with a flask of tea and pack of sandwiches to spend long hours working on a second hand
capstan, in a freezing workshop, churning out thousand
upon thousand of hand stamps for the old style printing
machines. He would return home, absolutely exhausted
with his hands full of metal splinters and sit wincing as
a needle and magnifying glass were employed to
remove the worst ones. Eventually, he took on another
person to work with him and so and so on until he
decided to move to bigger premises in Charmouth and
eventually, larger again to a purpose built factory in
Axminster.
George worked to live but he also lived to work. At
weekends he would always have a project on the go,
whether it was gardening, building a house (something
he did twice) or just dismantling the oven for a clean,
and I do mean dismantling. He would have nuts, bolts,
screws and panels all over the kitchen and just as it
seemed impossible to put the ‘jigsaw’ back together, it
would all slot in place and there it would be, absolutely
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spotless in showroom condition. When he did a job, he
always did it to the very best of his ability.
He was a long time supporter of Lyme Regis Football
Club and during the 1960’s, he and Mr Chapel ran the
fortnightly bingo sessions at The Woodmead Halls, he
was also on Lyme Regis Town Council for a number of
years.
George was a remarkable man who was very seldom ill
and who never looked his age; he was once held by
Immigration in Istanbul because they were sure the date
was wrong in his passport. They couldn’t believe that
the upright man standing in front of them without even
the use of a stick, could possibly be 92! Eventually they
were convinced and after shaking him by the hand,
allowed him to continue to the cruise ship, where, once
word got out, he enjoyed minor celebrity status.

George may have seemed gruff to some and during his
long life, he had to make some difficult decisions especially in business but he always tried to be fair. He was
also an extremely generous man as many of you will
know from first hand experience.
I think his philosophy was along the lines of “if you
can’t do any good, at least try not to do any harm”
I can picture him now, standing at the pearly gates in
his white coat, telling St Peter that they are slightly out
of line! A perfectionist to the last.
Elaine Love, his daughter
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Reproduced with kind permission from The View from Lyme

Roy Churchman’s Speech at the
Official Opening of the Village Hall
Extension
Today is a very special day in the hundred and two year
life of the hall, for so long called the Church Hall but
now rightly known as the Community Hall. We,
together with the rest of Charmouth, should be justly
proud of recent achievements and our celebration today.
Firstly I would like to go back to about the turn of the
century; the then Parochial Church Council were
desperate to find a way to preserve the building for
successive PCCs over decades had neglected their duty
of care such that the structure was very run down and, if
left, would quickly become derelict. With little funds to
maintain the church there was no hope of renovating the
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hall in the future. Many options were considered
including some support for the demolition and sale of
the land, but as the funds raised would go to the
Diocese, NOT the parish, this and other ideas were
discounted. The PCC at this time strongly wanted the
hall to become a village asset not a Church’s millstone.
As is said, “Cometh the hour cometh the man” and dear
David Carter was he!! With rare foresight he suggested
handing the building over to the village to manage. I
must admit this was at first met with some scepticism
and antagonism. However he knew in 1907 the Pass
family gave this land to the church but the structure was
funded by public subscription and was regarded as the
Village Hall. For the few years before World War I,
villagers managed the hall but with so many men being
called up, the responsibility for its management passed
to the church. In those days women did not participate
in community affairs; their place was in the home, not
like today with so many ladies so involved. For reasons
unknown the management of the Village Hall remained
with the church for over 80 years following the end of
the First World War. Some long-standing village
families knew all this and felt the church had “stolen”
their hall. Over nearly two years David pursued the
idea and by dedicated persuasion first won over the
Parochial Church Council, then the diocese and County
Council and all the other bodies involved. No mean
feat but he received great help and support from the
West Dorset District Council village hall officer, Lois
Rose. Appropriately she is here today and deserves our
grateful thanks for without her help and David’s efforts
we wouldn't be here today.
Eventually, 10 years ago next May, the formal legally
binding handover on a 50 year lease took place. The
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good Lord works in the strangest ways and, had we had
a vicar in post (at the time there was an 18 month interregnum), I do wonder if David would have succeeded.
But he did and we all owe him a great debt of gratitude.
Over the last 10 years members of the hall committee
have worked tirelessly and deserve praise but one man
stands out. I know one should not single out one person
but I know the committee will agree. Keith Waterson
has not only been a motivating chairman but a leader by
example; caretaker, odd job man, custodian and a one
man Ground Force! He spends a large part of his life
here at this hall.
Now to 2007/8; with the help once more of Lois Rose,
the first lottery application was prepared, once again, no
mean feat. Sadly to everyone's disappointment it failed.
Not to be put off Trish Evans, the then secretary, yet
again with Lois’ help, submitted a second application
and, to the whole village’s delight, in March 2008 a
£50,000 grant was awarded. The rest is history.
Work on this superb extension started in September
2010 and was ultimately finished in June this year,
2012.
Roy Churchman
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Queens Walk, Charmouth
Over the last twenty years there have been a number of
new residential areas in Charmouth that have provided
good quality housing in the village. Barney’s Close and
George’s Close are such examples, and one of the more
recent ones is Queens Walk. I have offered this brief
cameo as a Charmouth resident with two minor roles in
the events discussed.
The earliest photographs of the village show that The
Street between Pryer’s Ornamental Mason’s Yard at the
corner of Lower Sea Lane to the Queens Court was
marked by a ditched and hedged field – Pear Field.
This field extended south to what is now Wesley Close
and then east to approximately Bridge Road. This area
underwent rapid development when Mr Pryer died in
1931. The developments, up until 1963, included
Bragg’s Store, the Chemists, Lloyds Bank and Billy
Gear’s Garage and Shop. A tennis court was also built
at the Queens Armes.
For much of the mid 20th century Gears Garage had
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Gear’s Garage in its heyday

operated on the site adjoining the Queens Armes, itself
one of the oldest buildings in Charmouth. By 1963
however, Billy Gear and his family had relinquished
full control of the business.
Subsequently Billy
appointed his active partner, Peter Beecher, as the
manager and it was he who sold the site to George
Burgis. This prime spot was now used for an engineering company manufacturing stoves and heating
appliances with a showroom that many of you will
remember.
In 1996 George Burgis’ company had
grown to national
prominence. The firm
needed to expand and
therefore wanted to
sell the site. A local
developer was interested, with a view to
building houses. The
prospect was attractive, and was made
The garden of the former Queens Armes more so because the
was accessible from the Youth Club in owner of the neighWesley Close, which is obscured by the
bouring Queens Armes,
house at the end.
Peter Miles, was also
interested in selling. If in the process some of its
substantial garden and under-used tennis court could be
sold to the developer - with the historic Queens Armes
sold separately, then the housing development could go
ahead. There would be room for a smaller garden and
car park.
In the initial plans however, there was a snag. The
entrance to the Queens Armes car park was in Wesley
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Close over land that belonged to Charmouth Youth
Club. A temporary right of access had been granted to
the Queens Armes for some years but this would not be
adequate if property changed hands. An objection from
the Youth Club would smother the whole project.
At the time I was a member of what has now become
the Queens Armes Computer Club which these days
meets in The Elms. This meant that I was in close
touch
with
Peter
Miles
and knew that
he was hoping
to
persuade
the
Youth
Club to cooperate. I was
Treasurer of
the
Youth
Club
at
the
The garden of The Abbot's House as it is now.
same time. I
made sure everyone knew I had a conflict of interest!
At the Youth Club we had several meetings over a
number of weeks. Some of my then colleagues have
moved away but I remember the strong reaction of the
committee: ‘Don’t let them have the land; it’s worth a
lot of money.’ As Treasurer however, it was not left up
to me. (It would have been quite inappropriate anyway
with my conflict of interest.) I was not troubled with
the nitty gritty details of haggling with the developer.
Advice was sought from the national Youth Club
organization
and
solicitors were brought in to arrange an acceptable settlement. Their combined powers proved effective because there was soon an offer on the table to build a
20

new Youth Club
Hall
in
exchange for the dilapidated one used
as
1997
approached.
Land
and rights were sold
and
the
construction and approval for the new Beyond here to the right, the garden was
development started reallocated for the housing development.
in 1997 and occupied
the next 18 months.
The name of the new street was agreed as Queens Walk.
It flanks the Queens Armes (or Abbots House as it is
now known) and seems an eminently suitable name.

Those interested in the earlier history will find
The Abbots House by Peter Press (available in the
Pavey Room) most interesting. Try also our own Pavey
Group website – www.thepaveygroup.co.uk with links
to the website run by Neil Mattingly - http://
www.charmouthhistory.com/gears_garage.htm.
My thanks go to Elaine Love, Peter Press and
Neil Mattingly who provided useful information for this
article.
Russell Telfer

Gear’s Garage in its heyday.
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ALICE’S PUZZLE
I fell asleep reading issue 38 …..

Alice

All the answers in this cryptic puzzle are
entities that the Village Echo might write about.
Have you the most recent issue at hand?
The grey column provides a theme An attraction the SR never advertised
CLUES
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Honest fellow - sounds like a good man to put out fires (4,5)
Each turn is a challenge for a brave seaman (5,6)
Editor: Private Eye gnome gives up his daily tipple (5)
Biblical fellow owns local jungle (5,5)
Nautical contributor (4,6)
Glimpsed when bird pulls sledge down Lower Sea Lane (9,5)
Diplomat discovered when Hilary imbibes a Double Diamond (8)
Ancient village that could house a giant amongst the lias (9)
Village where the rot's somehow kept in the can. Surely not! (10)
One of its many roles is to obscure Bridport (6,3)
Benefactor passively loses some socks in laundry initially (5)
If heading for Thorncombe Beacon, puzzle out the ways to pass through
the farm (7)
Sisters who would give Puss in Boots a run for his money.

The solution will appear in the next edition of
The Village Echo.
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Answers for Very Easy Crossword
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Art
Studio

Charmouth Art
01297 560044

To advertise in this
Space Contact
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01297 561018

Our Sponsors
This list is of those people and organisations who have given most
generously in support of the Village Echo and the Pavey Group.

Mrs Joan Pavey
Vi Hares
Jo Musk
Val Pavey
Steve Pratt
Bill Gordge
Peter Childs
Ed Bowditch
Richard Stirk
David Bettes
Dave Burgess
Rosemary Earl
Michael Priestley
Pat & John Stamp
Gill & Roger Joye
Elaine & Rob Love
Peter & Maggie Press
Geoff & Pat Restorick
David & Julie Renfrew
Charmouth Companions
Mallory & Pauline Hayter
David and Ruth Hopkinson
David and Marion Edwards
Ray & Rosalind, Stow House
Malcolm & Heather Bowditch
Ian & Alison Shilston, Morgans
John & Joanne Brown, Street Studio
Rosemary & Francis Lock, Pharmacist
Dean & Marie Herbert, The George Inn
Peter Noel, Marshall Noel Accountants
Phil & Carol Tritton, Charmouth Stores
Nick & Sheila Gilbey The Abbots House
Theresa Noel, Fortnam, Smith and Banwell
Caroline & John Davis, The Hensleigh Hotel
Ian and Liz Simpson, The White House Hotel
Sue & Martin Harvey, Fish Bar & Restaurant
Cathy Marchbank, Charmouth Property Management
Mike Smith, Frampton, Smith & Partners, Accountants
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C. & D.E. PATTIMORE

Family Butcher
The Street, Charmouth, Dorset.

Tel No :- 01297 561666

Hensleigh Hotel
Licensed Restaurant
Lower Sea Lane, Charmouth
Morning Coffees, Cream Teas,
Light Lunches, A La Cart Restaurant

We aim to always use Fresh Local Produce

We look forward to welcoming you soon!

We're always happy to cater for your Special Occasion Meals or Buffets
Reservations please call John or Caroline on 01297 560830

MORGANS OF CHARMOUTH

3-4 The Arcade , Charmouth, Dorset, DT6 6PU

YOUR VILLAGE STORE
WITH A DIFFERENCE
CHARMOUTH FISH BAR
TAKE AWAY &
RESTAURANT
NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND
FOR DETAILS OF OPENING TIMES

Telephone : 01297 560220
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Fortnam, Smith & Banwell

Our First Sponsor

To advertise in this
Space Contact
01297 561018

The George Inn
16th Century Coach House
Bar Snacks - Full Restaurant
Real Ales
Large Garden & play Area
Sunday Lunch Carvery
Dean & Marie Herbert

FRANCIS LOCK

MIKE BOWDITCH

PHARMACIST

Builder and General
Maintenance Work

Tel :- 01297 560261

Tel : 01297 560129

M.R. PHARMS.S

CHARMOUTH
Developing & Printing
Kodak Films
Toiletries & Cosmetics

Charmouth Community Hall

Fully Licensed. Available for hire for receptions and functions of all sorts
Sports :-Badminton Court, Soft Tennis
Games:- Bingo is held on the 3rd Friday in the month. Eyes down at 7.30pm
Drama :-Pantomime, Short Plays, Musicals, Come along and join us.
Occasional Sunday Lunches available,
Contact Leslie Bowditch on 01297 560572 or 560962 for details

D.COZENS
Removals

Delivery of any item or Part load

34, Bridge Rd , Charmouth.

Tel:- 01297 560773

CHARMOUTH STORES
Your

NISA

CONVENIENCE STORE
Phil & Carol Tritton

Tel:- 01297 56030427

The Village Echo
Published by

The Pavey Group
At

The Elms
The Street
Charmouth
DT6 6LE
 01297 561270
thepaveygroup.co.uk
Email secretary@thepaveygroup.co.uk
Open most Tuesdays 9.30 - 10.30 am
Please telephone to confirm
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