The Village Echo
The Journal of The Pavey Group
The Charmouth Local History Resource Centre
Journal No. 34

January 2011

Contents

Page

Editorial

The Ed.

The Hopkinsons in Charmouth

2

David Hopkinson

3

The Tale of the Lion

Peter M. Press

12

A Consumer Revolution in Dorset

Dr Ken Sneath

14

P.M.P.

22

Regarding Late Payments
From Acres to Hectares

Peter Crowter

Chairmanship of the Pavey Group

P.M.P.

THE PAVEY GROUP EXECUTIVE
Peter M. Press
Chairman
Pat Stapleton
Vice Chair
Mike Whatmore
Treasurer
Penny Rose
Secretary
Neil Mattingly
Archivist
Committee: Pam Salisbury
Chris Leverington
Keith Waterson

1

£1.50

23
27

Editorial
The format of this issue varies from the usual practice of publishing
articles strictly in to a Charmouth context. I think we have been quite
successful in this regard. Nevertheless there are two exceptions in this issue
that have been selected for their broader historical relevance - that of change.
Peter Crowter’s article illustrates changes that came about within his
life on the land in Dorset. His span recalls an old hands-on rustic existence to
the impact of increasingly sophisticated, economically viable farming
machinery. Whereas some might deplore the loss of May Poles or the image
of a straw-sucking yokel in a smock, Peter minimizes the nostalgia factor –
he’s a machinery man - efficiency mattered.
Kenneth Neath’s excellent essay once again provides a broader view of
change to which all people had to adapt and indeed are still adapting. I found it
a most interesting study, especially the regional adoption of innovations in the
past. Consider the introduction of skills required in the use of knives and forks
for example. The evident need for the formalization of table manners must
have made profound demands upon social behaviours in the not-too-distant
past. Decorum must have been gravely compromised by having to witness the
attempts of one’s betters in trying to balance just how many garden peas on the
blade of a knife. Thank you Ken.
David Hopkinson’s submission is a truly remarkable piece of work!
We’ve never had the like. It is a comprehensive Charmouth history thoroughly
researched, beautifully written and presented. I find it even more remarkable
that David is a born-and-bred American with a most evident pride in his
Charmouth origins. It is a history of a family that came to the village in the
1870s that had fourteen children in all, eleven of whom were born in
Charmouth and tells of their subsequent lives.. I couldn’t fine space in this
issue of the Echo for all the photos and other family details that were sent , so
an archival copy of the Hopkinsons’ history is being prepared for the Pavey
Group.
The Tale of the Lion is of note in that it tells of the discovery by Peter
Crowter, of the truth of the life and death of the Charmouth Lion. The ghost of
the lion is laid.
The Ed.
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"The Hopkinsons in Charmouth"
My paternal great grandparents were Henry and Ramoona Hopkinson.
Henry was born in March 1841 in Portsmouth and died at 74 on 23 Jan 1916 in
Charmouth . Ramoona was a native Spaniard, nee Cavana, born in Gibraltar on
24 Dec 1847. She died at 82 on 21 Apr 1930, also in Charmouth. Henry served a
full career from January 1858 to March 1879 in the Royal Garrison Artillery
[RGA]. He was posted in his last year of service to Charmouth as sergeant
instructor to the Charmouth battery of 7th Brigade of Royal Artillery. He came to
pension in Charmouth at the rank of sergeant as a Chelsea out-pensioner when
he was 38 and she was 31.
Henry and Ramoona had fourteen children, three of whom died in
childhood. All of the eleven survivors grew up in Charmouth from birth or early
childhood to adulthood. Three sons emigrated from the U.K. in their youth, one
of whom was the author's grandfather John (born Weymouth March 1874). The
eight others who reached adulthood stayed in England. Two of these (Lottie and
Charlie) were born, raised, and died in Charmouth. Henry and Ramoona and
their various children who
arrived and or departed the
home over time, were
enumerated on Dorset County
Census records for Charmouth
as living on Old Lyme Hill in
1881, 1891, and 1901. The
Hopkinsons lived at Maindy
Cottage 1878-1957.
I know very little about
Henry’s
forebears
and
nothing
of
Ramoona’s.
Henry was born in 1841 in
Portsea, the older part of
Portsmouth. His father was of
a military family who raised
two sons and two daughters.
He had a brother who became
a clergyman.
Henry and Ramoona
Cica 1915
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Henry’s service in the RGA, from 1858 to 1879 spanned a period of
rapid technological transformation; in artillery hardware, it spanned a time
from muzzle-loading cannon firing roundshot to breech-loading rifled pieces,
firing explosive shell..
Garrison Artillery batteries typically occupied large forts in defence
of harbours and sea lanes. The guns were massive, fixed pieces far too heavy
to move around a battlefield as the more prestigious Royal Horse Artillery
and field artillery units could do.
Henry’s basic training was at Woolwich Arsenal and from there he
was posted to Gibraltar for six years and thence to shorter tours in Bermuda,
Jersey, Weymouth and Portsmouth. In his final year of service he was posted to
the 7th RGA battery in Charmouth, from which he came to pension and was
discharged
Henry was officially discharged as a sergeant at Fort Brockhurst,
Gosport with 21 years of service at "completion of his second term” on 19th
March 1879. His papers show that he was: "age 38, 5 foot 8 inches
tall"...with "fair" complexion and ."brown" hair. and having "none" of any
"marks or scars." His trade was given as "labourer" just as it was when he
enlisted. "His conduct was described as very good". He possessed ‘a Second
Class School Certificate of Education.’
Henry and Ramoona
arrived in Charmouth in
February 1878 and completed
his last year of active duty there
on 1st April 1879. He may have
been on emergency call for local
coastal defence batteries as a
member of the village militia.
After his retirement he earned a
living as a labourer and carpenter
for a builder in Lyme Regis and
made some money as the clerk
of the Parochial Council at St.
Andrew's Church. A plaque
hanging in Council headquarters
names Henry as Chairman of the
Parish Council in 1906-1907.
Lottie and Charlie
Maindy cottage
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Ramoona was employed as a ‘laundress.’ She was illiterate so her
wage-earning options were limited at best. Doing laundry was a heavily labourintensive task before the widespread availability of washing machines and
electricity. She probably depended upon her Widow’s Pension 1916 to 1930,
after Henry’s death in 1916. The amount would have been a pittance.
Their address in 1878 is undocumented but the family is enumerated on
census records for Dorset County in 1881, 1891 and 1901 as living on Old Lyme
Hill. An old photo and a street map identifies the dwelling as the "Maindy
Cottage." A Hopkinson evidently occupied this home continuously at least from
1881 till at least 1957.
Henry was 36 and Ramoona was 30 when they arrived in Charmouth in
1878. They brought with them five children, having lost two others in infancy.
The five young transplants to the village were Maria Louisa (age 8), Frank (7) my grandfather – John, (almost 4), Harry (2) and Charlie (1). More children soon
followed, their baptisms were duly recorded at St. Andrews Church. Joseph
Alby was born in 1878 and Walter Herbert in 1880. Henry and Ramoona and all
seven of the living children were enumerated on Dorset's 1881 census.
There were to be five more children born in Charmouth, duly recorded and
baptized in the St. Andrews registry. Church warden Whatmore showed me the
mouldy church record book, surmising that "well, they didn't have TV then."
These five, new Charmouth -born arrivals were Fanny (b. 1882), William (b.
1884), Florrie (b. 1886), Charlotte (b. 1888) and Ethyl May (b.1891). Fanny died
at age 13 in Charmouth in Feb 1896.
The 1891 census lists nine children living with their parents. Ethyl had not
yet been born, but Maria Louisa (then age 21) and John (then aged 17) had
already left the home. The oldest living son Frank (then aged 25) was listed at
home, perhaps on a shore leave when the enumerator called since he was a
seaman in the Royal Navy. Harry, Charles and Alby are described as "domestic
servants" even though they are only 15, 14 and 12. Apparently wage-earning for
youth started when the standard eight years of education stopped about age 12.
Leaving home before age 16 was the Hopkinson norm. Census enumerates the
Hopkinson household with ‘scholars’ - Charlotte (12) and Ethyl (9). Florence
(15) is a "housemaid" working then in "Askew House" but still sleeping at the
Hopkinson home, while Charlie (23) is a "labourer."
Census enumerations are not available after 1901. Subsequent listings in
the Charmouth "Register of Electors," which is revised every five years or so, are
archived with the Pavey Group – the Charmouth Local History Resource Centre.
The records show that in 1915, the Hopkinson address is still Old Lyme Road but
only Henry is listed. (He died in 1916). In 1921 only Ramoona is listed with her
son Charles. Ramoona died in 1930, the register gives the names Charles and
Charlotte living at the same address from 1931 to 1957.
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Henry and Ramoona lived out their days in Charmouth: Henry died at 74
on 23rd January 1916 and Ramoona at 82 on the 21 April 1930). Both died of
‘Natural Causes’. Their deaths are recorded in the church registry of burials as
being interred in the village cemetery in the "Hopkinson Plots [B-16 & 17]." The
prominent stone shown in an old photo was gone by 2007, the earth beneath
recycled and reused.
What happened to those of the Henry and Ramoona’s family who
reached adulthood? The original fourteen children were reduced to eleven: two
died in infancy and a third (Fanny) who died in Charmouth aged 13 in 1886.
The two oldest Hopkinson offsprings adulthood died in middle age. Maria
Louisa had been born in Bermuda in 1869. She was named on the 1881
Charmouth census as a 12 year-old ‘scholar’ but she is had left Dorset by 1891.
She was recorded as being at Hampstead, London, as a 23 year old ‘domestic
servant and housemaid’ in the Little House? She married Walter Snow, a
builder from Richmond Surrey, in about 1893 and had three children born in
1894 (Ada), 1896 (Sidney Walter) and 1897 (Florence). The couple is again
enumerated in Hampstead in 1901, aged 31 and 32 respectively, with three
children 6, 4, and 3 years of age. According to the family Bible, Maria died at
39 in 1909.
Frank was also
born in Bermuda in 1870.
He is enumerated as
being at Old Lyme Hill in
1881 aged 11, and as a 21
year old ‘seaman’ on the
1891 Dorset Census. We
can surmise that he
enlisted at age 18 and
retired at 39 (in 1909)
after the usual 21 years
service. The registry of
burials for the Charmouth
cemetery says Frank was
a "pensioner" when he
died at age 42 in August
1912.
Harry Hopkinson and
family. Circa 1918
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There is no record of marriage, or occupation for three years from his
Navy retirement other than his early death, or cause . Frank was buried four
years before his father at the Hopkinson plots. My photo of the now-missing
stone inscribes "P.O. [petty officer] Royal Navy."
John Hopkinson was born in Weymouth in March 1874. He arrived in
Charmouth with his parents at age four. In the 1881 census he is listed as seven
year-old ‘scholar.’ He was absent from the Dorset 1891 census when he would
have been 17 years old but he is enumerated at Hanover Square, London as a
footman in the Chichester home. John emigrated to the U.S. to New York City
at age 23, arriving on the steamer St. Paul from Southampton on May 1, 1897.
The ship's passenger list says he was a butler. John was already in service to
an American named Cowles when that gentleman was the Naval Attaché to the
U.S. Embassy in the mid-1890's. John continued in their service as butler for
34 years in London, New York City, Washington DC, and finally Farmington,
Connecticut. The lady of that house was the sister and close confidant of U.S.
President "Teddy" Roosevelt. Mr. Cowles retired from the Navy as an
Admiral. John became a U.S. citizen in 1902, married in 1910 to Marion Potter
and had his only child, John (my father), born to him in 1916. Ramoona used to
send him a fruit-cake every Christmas for many years and John sent money back
home to help out (e.g. he
paid for a expensive dental
reconstruction for his adult
sister Ethyl). My father
fancies that his father John,
was a "favourite son" of
Ramoon’as. John died in
1949 in Connecticut, three
years after my birth.
Harry Hopkinson, born 8
November 1875 on Jersey,
the Channel Island .He is
enumerated as a five years
old on the 1881 census, and
as a 15 year-old `domestic
John Hopkinson.
Circa 1940
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servant’ on the 1891 census. In June 1893 Harry volunteered for seven years
short service in the Dorsetshire Regiment while he was still at home when he
was 18 years old and still living in Charmouth. He gave his trade
as ‘indoor servant’ and claimed that he was currently serving in the local
militia, most likely in the Charmouth Battery. Harry served the usual 21 years in
the Dorset Regiment and then retired to pension in July 1914, one month
BEFORE the start of WWI. He re-enlisted into the same regiment three years
later at age 40, having worked as a "postman" in Shellingstone since 1915. The
Great War ended November 1918 seventeen months after his re-enlistment. We
can presume he was demobilised at the end of hostilities. He was married at
age 33 to Amelia Ann Colins in 1908 in Gosport, her home town. It was also
the site of Fort Brockhurst one of the many a de-mobilisation centres following
the War. They had three children: John (1911), Harry (1913) and Doris
Ramoona (1915). A photo of this lovely family depicts Doris at about age four.
so Harry must have survived the War.
Charles was born 1877 in Portsmouth U.K. He is enumerated in
Charmouth in 1891 as being a domestic servant; at age 14 and again in 1901 on
Old Lyme Hill at age 23, employed as "general labourer" like his 60 year-old
father. He never married. Charles apparently stayed on in the Charmouth
home his whole life. He died at a hospice/nursing home in a nearby town of
Stoke Abbot, Beaminster in 1959 at age 82. His gravestone is the only
identifiable Hopkinson marker in the Charmouth cemetery although Harry and
Ramoona, Frank, and Charlotte
Hopkinson had all been buried there
as well
Joseph Alby was the first Hopkinson
to be born in Charmouth, in July
1878. He appears on the 1881 and
1891 census as a ‘domestic servant’
although only aged 12. On the 1901
census he is enumerated as aged 22 in
Lambeth, London serving in the
Penney House - perhaps an inn, as his
work is listed as servant and barman.
‘Alby’ drops out of the record after
that. He may have gone to Canada to
join his younger brother Walter.
Florrie. Circa 1926
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Walter Herbert was born in Charmouth in April 1880; he was age 1 in
the 1881 census; and a scholar aged 11 on the 1891 enumeration. He followed in
his father's footsteps for a while as he appears as a 20 year old "trumpeter" in
the Royal Field Artillery in 1901, stationed in the Leeds Cavalry Barracks in
Yorkshire. At some point in early adulthood he left the military and emigrated to
Canada (Montreal is suspected). He married and had at least one daughter, and
pursued a life-long career in domestic service like his U.S brothers John and
Willie. He and his family made several trips back to U.K. over the years, and he
came back to U.K in his declining years to reside with his sister Florrie (Daniels)
until his death.
Fanny Hopkinson was born in May 1882, was baptized July 30, 1882, and
died there at age 13 in Feb 1886.
William Hopkinson was born in Charmouth in January 1884 and is
enumerated there as a 6 year old in 1891. He shows up on the 1901 census as a
17 year old ‘hallboy’ and servant to the Feeds at St. Marylebone, London.
Shortly thereafter he emigrated to work as a lower servant and later as a ‘second
man’ in his brother John's house at Cowles in 1903 in Washington D.C., when he
was 19. He disembarked at the famous Ellis Island processing centre in New
York City's harbour, where he arrived with $50 and a stated destination of the
Cowles Washington address. He became a U.S. citizen in 1909, married in 1912
a Nellie Brown, eventually become a head butler in the Smith home in
Farmington Connecticut. They and had no children. He died in 1944 and is buried
next to his brother and their respective wives in the Hopkinson plot in
Farmington.

Ruth, David Hopkinson, (The Author) and 2nd cousin Sue. 2007
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Florence was born in Charmouth in Feb 1886 and appears on the 1891
census as aged four. In 1901 she is enumerated with Henry and Ramoona as a
15 year- old servant in the Askew House in Charmouth, the home of the
Kerblys. I believe "Florrie" left Charmouth to marry a Mr. Daniels in 1913.
They had three children, all born in Putney, U.K.: "Betty" (1917); Kathleen
(1920); and Barbara (1924). Death dates are unknown.
Charlotte ("Lottie") lived in Charmouth from birth in 1888 until her
death in 1957, residing at Old Lyme Hill most of that time. She was enumerated
as being 12 years old in 1901. She never married, and is described in the burial
registry as being a ‘spinster’ at the time of her interment August 1957 at age
79. She was recalled to me by a member of the Pavey Group whom I met in
Charmouth in 2007, as a ‘stout, short and reclusive woman of the village who
cleaned houses for a living, and who died of an apparent brain tumour that
caused her eyes to bulge out’.

At Charmouth cemetery.
Inscribed above Henry and Frank below.
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This is of course a memorable observation in a youth's experience - a detail
easy for my informant to retrieve 50 years later, According to the Charmouth
‘Registrar of Electors’ Charlie and Charlotte were certified voters in 2 February
1957, living together on Old Lyme Hill as joint owners.
The youngest child of Henry and Ramoona was Ethyl May, born 1891,
probably a few days after the census was enumerated. Her daughter Phyllis
informed me her mother Ethyl had grown up entirely in Charmouth and had
entered service as a maid in her youth before getting married at age 33 to Bert
Loop, by whom she had three children: Phyllis (1925 -2008); Eric (1927 - ?)
and Olive (1929 - 1930). Phyllis told me stories about Ethyl and Lottie walking
the two miles to Lyme Regis for weekly dance classes (at 6 pence a class). Once a
month there were formal dances, where the older dancers could attend free if they
danced with the newcomers.
So there we have the eleven offspring of Henry and Ramoona who lived
in Charmouth and who survived into adulthood. There were seven males and four
females. Five had been born before the family arrived in Charmouth and six had
been born and raised in the village. Two of the Charmouth born never left, but all
the rest had departed by early adulthood, never to return. All had achieved, but
none had gone beyond a 7th or 8th grade education (twelve years). Seven were
married, and bore 14 children to the next generation. Three were known to have
never married.
All eleven had started working for wages in their early teens as servants
and three of the seven men spent their entire working lives in service. Of the four
other men, two completed military careers as enlisted men, one was a general
labourer his whole life, and one's career is undetermined.
Three of the four females appear to have put aside servant careers to
become full-time mothers and housewives while the fourth was a lifelong
unmarried maid and laundress.
This was solid group of working class people, none to be either famous or
infamous, all to be proud of as ancestors. All passed through Charmouth for
some or all of their lives.

David Hopkinson
Williamsburg Virginia U.S.A
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The Tale of the Lion
The story of the lion was certainly a highpoint in our history and was
understandably, the subject of frequent tellings. It is a good story. But after the
eighty odd years of the retelling it must have undergone some embellishment
in that time. The bare bones of the popular story tells of a caged lion on a
trailer - an exhibit of a circus company - being towed up Fernhill on its way to
Lyme Regis. Half way up Fernhill the trailer somehow broke free, ran back
down the hill, hit a tree and the lion escaped and was subsequently killed. That
was the gist of things.
In trying to find the finer details of the event, little other information
could be found. The first important question was when did the drama unfold,
what brought about the poor beast’s demise and who witnessed the drama?
None of these details were known until Peter Crowter, whilst cruising the web,
found this gem of a discovery. And here it is, the tale in full, a direct
transposition of an article from the following source:
ESCAPED LION Evening Post, Volume CV111, Issue 48, 24 August 1929. Page 20

Escaped Lion

An Exciting Chase

The Dead Lion at Lilly Farm
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An exciting chase of a lion which worked itself into a frenzy of rage as it
was peppered withbullets and killed a cow before it was shot dead, took place in
Dorset, England, recently, says the “Daily Mail.”
The lion was in a menagerie which was travelling up Fern Hill, between
Lyme Regis and Charmouth, when the connecting rod of the van containing its
cage broke. The van ran down the hill and crashed into a tree. The cage was
burst open and the lion walked out.
The animal after a look round, lay down by the side of the road. All traffic
was stopped, and Mr.Flexmore, the manager of the menagerie, and Mr. Farber,
the trainer, who had gone on ahead, were hurriedly summoned. As they
approached the animal, it greeted them with growls. They got a rope over its
neck, but the lion jumped up, leaped a hedge, and escaped into a field.
A number of men tried to corner the animal, but just as they thought they
were succeeding the lion sprang over another hedge into a meadow full of
cattle. One of the cows immediately attacked it. A fierce battle ensued, in which
for some time the cow held its own, and inflicted a severe gash with its horn.
The cow was terribly injured by the lion’s claws and eventually died.
The lion, now thoroughly roused, careered round the field, then dashed
into the garden of Mr. Goodland of Lily Farm who was astonished to see it
among his vegetables. He seized a gun and joined several other farmers, who
were also armed, in the hunt.
By this time a crowd of several hundred people were watching the
operation from a distance. Some climbed telegraph poles or trees and others got
on roofs. A large number of motor cars pulled up at a safe distance.
For some time the farmers fired at the lion and their shots drove it into a
frenzy of rage. At last Mr. Percy Smith, a postman, arrived on the scene armed
with a revolver. He crept near enough to fire several shots. One of the entered
the brain of the animal, which fell to the ground, gave a final twitch, and died.
The lion was ten years old.
So there it is, the truth at last: but it begs yet another story. I am intrigued
by this Percy Smith character. How was it that he was able to approach a rather
upset, well-peppered lion with such evident expertise, armed only with a
revolver of sufficient calibre to dispatch the beast from short range? Given
Percy’s history and character, the gun must have been the standard weapon of
‘the trenches’ of the Great War, the British .455 Webley, As to where he got the
gun, his skills and experience certainly belied those of an ordinary rural
postman. I will tell you his story in The V illage Echo No.35.
PMP
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A Consumer Revolution In Dorset.
Today we live in a consumer society and shopping is a major
leisure activity. According to a recent poll of 3,000 women, the average
woman spends 8 years of her life shopping. And of course shopping on the
internet has grown exponentially.
If we live in a consumer society, is this a good or a bad thing? There
are many voices denouncing consumerism as a materialistic attachment to
possessions which has limited human potential. Others point to a potential
threat to the environment. One of the great things about history is that it can
place a current debate in a much wider context and time frame. How would
eighteenth century people and particularly labourers see that debate? Would
they see consumerism as a threat or a liberator from want?
When did the consumer society begin?
Consumerism is one of the important forces that created the modern
world.1 In The Birth of a Consumer Society, Neil McKendrick triggered a
debate by arguing that a consumer boom which reached revolutionary
proportions occurred in England in the third quarter of the eighteenth century.
There was an explosion of new production and a greater proportion of the
population than in any previous society in human history was able to
enjoy the pleasures of buying consumer goods. They bought not only
necessities, but 'decencies' and even luxuries. McKendrick contrasted this
consumer boom with a pre-industrial world characterised by extremely modest
possessions. Whereas the pre-industrial home was simple and austere, late
eighteenth-century England welcomed an increasing flow of new
consumer goods." Neil McKendrick argued that analysis of probate
inventories would provide evidence on English consumption patterns. Probate
inventories were records of a person's possessions when they died.
Appraisers recorded and valued the person's 'movable' goods including
livestock and crops, furnishings, cash and debts due to the deceased. The
purpose of a probate inventory was to avoid disputes over estates.
Three major responses to McKendrick's challenge for work on
probate inventories were provided by Lorna Weatherill in 1988, Mark
Overton and Jane Whittle in 2004 and myself in 2009. Weatherill's study
was based on 2902 probate inventories from eight regions of England. 1"
Overton and Whittle's covered Cornwall and Kent but was based on a
much larger sample of about 8,000 inventories, approximately 4,000 from
each county.lv My approach was based on almost 3,000 inventories from
two middling counties, Huntingdonshire and Yorkshire. v Evidence on
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Dorset, including the parish of Lyme Regis, has also been provided by Henry
French.™
The new consumer goods.
The new consumer goods involved in this consumer revolution
included clocks, forks, warming pans, tea pots, coffee pots and window
curtains. There were only rare examples of domestic clocks prior to the
introduction of lantern clocks early in the seventeenth century. vu Lantern
clocks were shaped like an old hand lantern.

Lantern clock
15

In the latter part of the seventeenth century lantern clocks started to
be replaced by pendulum clocks and particularly longcase clocks which
protected the pendulum. In the eighteenth century, spring-driven bracket or
mantel clocks became common/" 1 Samuel Roberts, a clockmaker from
Montgomeryshire, recorded his sales in a Register of Clocks covering the
years 1755-1774. K Most of his clocks were single handed and sold for
between 45 and 50 shillings. His customers ranged from clergy to coopers
and weavers. The register reveals how Roberts facilitated affordability by
establishing a clock club into which members paid 6d a week. Clocks were
collected by members usually after drawing lots.
Knife blades fashioned from stone into recognisable shapes date back to
the Palaeolithic period but forks used for eating food are a much more
recent phenomenon." When solid food such as bread, or meat was eaten it was
cut with a knife and brought to the mouth with fingers. 341 Eating forks were
probably invented in Byzantium. When the Orthodox Church split from
Rome in 1054, forks were perceived by Catholic clergy as a symbol of Satan
and their use considered a sin.xu This stigma continued for centuries and
widespread adoption of forks throughout Europe was slow. In the fifteenth
century there were occasional references to forks in wills and they were used
to eat sticky sweetmeats from small wooden platters known as roundels.xm The
earliest use of forks in England was not to convey food to the mouth but to
carry it from the dish to the trencher.xlv

An eighteenth-century table fork and knife from Godmanchester,
Huntingdonshire.
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Warming pans were made of brass or copper and had a long handle
for inserting the pan between the sheets to warm the bed. The pan was usually
kept near the hearth where it could easily be filled with glowing coals or
wood embers. It was removed from the bed when the person got in.
When forks appeared in quantity in England knives changed in shape
and rounded blade ends replaced pointed ones, as forks assumed the function
of a pointed blade. xv In England, James I used a fork but by the time of his
death in 1625 'hardly anyone' had followed his lead. xvl The earliest
surviving two-prong fork to bear an English hallmark dates to 1632 and is
attributed to the Earl of Rutland. A number of knife and fork sets from the
eighteenth century survive and notable examples are held by Sheffield City
Museum.
Tea and coffee first appeared in England in the 1630s and 1640s.
People started to drink coffee in coffee houses before they started to acquire
coffee pots. Initially tea prices were very high and
tea was regarded as an expensive and exotic
luxury. A pound of tea cost between 6 and 10
pounds sterling in London in 1650, about six
months wages for a labourer. Although tea prices
fell to 16 shillings a pound by the turn of the
century, coffee consumption per capita was still
ten times as great as tea. xv" Both tea and coffee
fell rapidly in price in the 18th Century. By the
1790s poor families in Middlesex and Surrey
drank tea not only in the morning and evening
but in large quantities even at dinner. The luxuries
of an earlier generation had become cheap basics
even in the diet of the poor.xvm
The East India Company imported large
quantities of porcelain from Japan and China
including teapots, cups and saucers. Ceramic
teapots were made from red Yixing stoneware, the
dominant material for teapots in the coastal areas
of China where English traders obtained their
goods. Crockery, tea and coffee pots were home
produced as well as imported. English
manufacturers such as Dwight at Fulham and
the Elers brothers at Vauxhall produced copies
of the red Yixing stoneware teapots.XK
Warming pan from Dorset
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Bristol Porcelain Teapot c. 1775 made by Cookworthy and Champion
The earliest mirrors dating from the early Neolithic period were
found at Catal Hoyuk, Anatolia.xx During the middle ages, small metallic
mirrors of steel or silver were the only ones in use in England. The large
numbers of 'pennyware' looking-glasses that were imported from
Germany were evidence of their popularity. Around 1500, a new process of
silvering cold flat plates of glass by applying thin sheets of tin foil with
mercury as the cementing medium was developed and adopted by Venetian
looking-glass makers.500 In 1567, Jean Carre, 'the father of glassmaking',
arrived in England from the Netherlands. Production of glass quickly
developed and by 1618 Sir Robert Mansell, who had obtained the monopoly
of glassmaking in England, was employing Venetian workers to produce
looking-glasses.'™1 During the latter part of the seventeenth century, the
terms 'mirror', 'looking-glass', and 'glass' were used interchangeably to
indicate a reflective surface. However, the word 'mirror' was generally
used to refer to any highly polished metal surface which was a widely
available domestic object. Looking glasses were more typically
associated with glass plates with reflective coatings and therefore the
term 'looking-glass' more closely accords with modern conceptions of a
mirror." , XXlll. During the eighteenth century people acquired window
curtains for various reasons. They prevented draughts from windows,
provided privacy and were also a means of displaying taste to the outside
world.
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Ownership of Goods.
The limitations of a brief article permit only a brief look at two of these
new goods. But clocks and looking glasses were good examples of how
the growth of consumption varied in different parts of the country. (Table)
TABLE : OWNERSHIP OF GOODS OVER TIME AND BY LOCATION

CLOCKS

16001629
%

16301659
%

%

%

%

%

Cornwall

0

0

1

2

9

N/A

Kent

1

1

18

41

54

N/A

Huntingdonshire
Yorkshire

0

1

2

14

24

54

N/A

N/A

N/A

16

27

43

Looking
Glasses
Cornwall

%

%

%

%

%

%

1

1

4

4

8

N/A

Kent

3

10

18

36

52

N/A

Huntingdonshire
Yorkshire

3

1

7

29

41

43

N/A

19

22

19

N/A

Clock ownership in the inventoried population of four counties did not
rise above 1% until after 1660. In Kent, clock ownership rose sharply in the
thirty-year period commencing in 1660 and then to 41% of the inventoried
population after 1690. By contrast, clock ownership in Cornwall remained
low throughout the whole period from 1600-1750. The sharpest rises of
clock ownership in the counties of Huntingdonshire or Yorkshire did not
occur until after 1750, the period of McKendrick's consumer boom. The rise in
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ownership of looking glasses in Huntingdonshire and Yorkshire took place
earlier than the period of McKendrick's consumer boom.
Like Huntingdonshire, Dorset remained a largely rural county and
the majority of its adult population continued to be employed in the agricultural
sector well into the nineteenth century. More than half of Dorset's sampled
inventories related to yeomen and husbandmen. However, even in such an
unpromising county it is possible to track the beginnings of the consumer
society in the eighteenth century. Henry French's analysis of inventory data for
Dorset does not follow the same methodology as the above table but ownership of
goods in Dorset was generally below that in Kent, Yorkshire and
Huntingdonshire but above that of Cornwall. Between 7 and 10% of a sample of
Dorset households owned clocks between 1680 and 1740 and between 16% and
36% owned looking glasses. The higher figures related to a minority of chief
inhabitants who served in various parish offices.
Conclusions.
Brian Cowan suggested that 'every era' from the Neolithic to the present has
had a consumer revolution. Cowan suggested that what varied between these
consumer revolutions was the types of goods and services required.**™ Was a Beaker
pot the consumer good of the late Neolithic and early Bronze age? Christopher
Dyer proposed a consumer revolution in the later middle ages. His selected
consumer goods were ale, cloth, knives and even frivolous items such as playing
cards and rings. Maryanne Kowaleski also argued that the early modern
'consumer revolution' actually began in the late middle ages. The unusual
conditions following the Black Death fostered spending on a growing diversity of
goods and services. Much of Dyer's evidence was anecdotal rather than based on
extensive examinations of inventories.*^ However, Dyer admitted that his
consumer revolution was 'in a lower key' compared to the changes in the eighteenth
century.30™ The changes in consumption in the early modern period were indeed on
a much bigger scale. Can we pinpoint exactly when they took place?
Cornwall and Kent appear to be at the opposite ends of the spectrum, with
very few consumer goods in Cornwall and prosperous Kent being in the vanguard
of consumer change. In middling counties like Huntingdonshire and Yorkshire
consumer change happened largely in the eighteenth century. Ownership of goods
such as looking-glasses, window curtains and pictures increased in the early part
of the century. The ownership of a number of goods such as clocks, knives and
forks and hot drinks all increased markedly after 1750. McKendrick was perhaps a
little too narrow in his time-frame of confining change to the third quarter of the
eighteenth century. Location was also important for, with the exception of
clocks, these changes in consumption took place in market towns earlier than in
the countryside.
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Has the consumer society been detrimental or beneficial to mankind?
Moralists and others frequently use the term 'consumerism' to deplore a
materialistic attachment to possessions which has limited human potential. The
early modern period also had its moralists, clerics and philosophers who
denounced the new consumer goods as dangerous signs of corruption and
degeneration. But engagement with probate inventories is a shocking
experience to a twenty-first century reader. It was not untypical for even
better off labourers in the seventeenth century to own little more than the
clothes that they stood up in, their bed, a single sheet and a few pots and
pans. Browsing through inventories from the late eighteenth century reveals a
radically changed world. The inventoried population owned so many more
goods, and items such as clocks were commonly recorded, even among
labourers' possessions. A consumer revolution had indeed taken place. From the
perspective of an eighteenth-century labourer, the development of a consumer
society should be seen positively as human material progress, a liberator from
want.
Dr Ken Sneath (University of Cambridge) will be speaking on the
subject of the Consumer Revolution at the next Pavey Group meeting
on 20 January.
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Regarding late Payments
I very much regret having to bring this matter to your attention but there
are still an appreciable number of members who have not renewed their
membership to date. It this applies to yourself, we would of course, be very
pleased if you were to renew, but if not, it would help us considerably if you
would let us know of your decision. This is the second copy of The V illage
Echo you will have received since the beginning of our year, it having been
sent in good faith - and free.
Please come or call the Pavey Room on a Monday or Tuesday morning
or this Thursday evening letting us know of your intention. Alternatively,
please leave a message on the office phone at any time. Subscriptions are still
£6 per family per annum. An envelope with your subscription addressed to the
Pavey Group, The Elms, The Street, Charmouth will find us, and would be
even more gratefully received. Our phone is: 01297 561 270.
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From Acres To Hectares
I expect you have heard there are plans to set up an 4,000 cow dairy
farm in Lincolnshire; a far cry from the 3 cows I used to hand-milk on the farm
where I was employed after leaving school in the early fifties. The milk from
these cows was to produce cream and the left-over skimmed milk was fed to
the calves. The farm did have a small dairy herd of 15 cows that produced milk
to sell, but pigs, beef, sheep and corn were the main farm enterprises.
I first became interested in farming at the ripe old age of five when we
moved from the urban surroundings of Brighton to a village in the West
Country at the outbreak of World War II. Horses were still being used on the
farms then, but tractors were beginning to take over. A row of stone stables
belonging to a farm across the road from our cottage housed 3 or 4 shiny
Shires. We used to put our ears to the wall and listen to them munching their
evening meal of hay. Sometimes I'd follow the farmer as he walked behind a
pair of these glorious conker-coloured giants pulling the plough. He clung onto
the handles of the plough as it jerked from side to side trying to pull him off
the straight and narrow. His sons preferred to drive the Standard Fordson, the
most popular tractor in England at the time. Many of these tractors left the
factory sprayed a rather garish yellow which turned out to be a mistake during
the war years. They were easily spotted working in the fields by machine-gunhappy German pilots so the tractors were re-sprayed green to provide some
camouflage.
Haymaking in those days was done without the use of balers and the
loose hay was collected with the aid of a contraption called a sweep. This
consisted of a giant wooden fork attached to the front of a tractor. It was
something like 3 metres wide and the iron tipped prongs were a similar length.
Pushed along the ground by the tractor, it collected the loose hay and when full
pulled up beside the rick. The driver then reversed leaving the pile of hay for a
man to fork onto an elevator that took it up to the men making the rick.
Harvesting was done with a binder and that cut the corn, tied it into
bundles and then ejected the sheaves to be collected by the men to build into
stocks -triangular heaps that looked like little thatched roofs. These were later
collected with wagons and stacked into ricks. In the winter these would be
dismantled and fed into the threshing machine to separate the grain. The
threshing machines were mostly owned by contractors who moved round from
farm to farm throughout the season. The first balers, known as stationary
balers, were towed to the farms behind the threshing machines and the straw
was fed into these and compressed into large oblong bales that were secured
with wire. This straw was used mainly for bedding.
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I am not sure which came first to our village, the combine harvester
or the pick-up baler - the name is self-explanatory - but I rather think they
arrived at a similar time. I remember clearly the arrival of the first combine
and it turned up at the squire's Manor Farm in packing cases. We sat on the
wall and watched them unpack and assemble it, a process that took quite a few
days. The combine was made by Massey-Harris, later to become MasseyFerguson. It was not self-propelled like those that were to follow, but pulled
by a tractor. This made it look a bit like a very fancy and complicated binder
but it boasted one feature ahead of its time that was to become the norm in
years to come. It handled the grain in bulk and discharged it loose into a
trailer, a system used on all modern combines. The first self-propelled
combines that were to follow, dropped the grain down chutes into sacks that
stood on a platform. This meant a man had to ride on the platform, tie the sacks
and drop them down a slide onto the stubble. They then had to be picked up
and put onto trailers and as they weighed around 100 kilos this was blooming
hard work. On the farm where I worked they were still using 'bagger'
combines in the early sixties.
The initial excitement the combine harvester brought to the village
lads was soon replaced by dismay. Our favourite harvest pastime was chasing
the rabbits as they tried to escape from the shrinking patch of corm as it was
being cut. The binder left sheaves scattered all over the stubble and as the
rabbits had to dodge these it made them easier to catch. The combine on the
other hand left lines of straw with convenient little straight lanes in between
for the rabbits to make a dash for the safety of the hedge and they often got
away. It seems rather barbaric now but when we caught up with the rabbit it
was dispatched with the aid of an ash stick cut from the hedge. When the
cutting of the field was completed the farmer laid out the rabbits in a line and
we chose one each to take home to mother.
Before the war when we were living in Sussex, I remember walking
past a dairy farm and noticing a very strange smell. My dad told me it was
silage and I wasn't to smell that unique aroma again until 1962. Although
silage making first came over to England from Europe in 1880 it never really
took off till about 1970. That Sussex farm must have been ahead of its time
and although there were a number of dairy farms in our new village
surroundings none of them made silage during the 20 years I lived there.
Soon after the war little grey tractors began to appear in the village
and they incorporated a major breakthrough in tractor design, the hydraulic 3point linkage. Up till that time farm implements were trailed and ran on iron
wheels. Ploughs and cultivators had mechanical devices enabling them to be
lifted just clear of the ground for turning on the headlands but they still had to
be transported on their iron wheels.
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Harry Ferguson's invention meant that implements were connected to
the tractor by hydraulic arms and no longer ran on wheels. The implement
could be set at any given depth and also could be lifted clear of the ground
making it much more manoeuvrable in the field and much easier to transport.
Initially, some farmers in the village regarded the 'little grey Fergy' as a toy
tractor, a bit of a joke but they soon changed their minds when they discovered
its capabilities. Since then of course, every tractor in the world has used the
'Ferguson System'.
The use of pesticides and artificial fertilisers back then is worth a
mention. Some would have us believe we are now more at risk from modern
farming methods regarding the use of chemicals, but this is not necessarily the
case. Spraying of chemicals and spreading of artificial fertilisers were much
more haphazard then, particularly on cereal crops. Nowadays the tractor driver
has tramlines to follow. Tramlines are put into the crop at sowing time. The
seed runs down chutes on the corn drill and every now and again certain
chutes are blocked off. This leaves bare tracks for the tractor wheels to follow
and they are spaced to match up with the spreading width of the fertiliser
spreaders and the crop sprayers. When there were no tramlines to guide the
tractor driver overlapping caused overdosing on parts of the crop. In addition
modern calibration methods allow correct dilution and chemicals are more
strictly regulated, meaning some that were previously used and considered
hazardous have since been banned. And so the use of pesticides and chemicals
today is more precise and more controlled and therefore safer.

The Good Olde Days
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The main change in farming in my lifetime is that everything has
increased in size and scope. Farms are larger, fields are larger, buildings are
larger and since the days of the little grey Fergy, machines seem to get bigger
and more sophisticated every year.
Unfortunately, as is often the case, increased efficiency has a
downside. Family farms are being swallowed up by large companies and
hedges have been sacrificed to make room for the large machines to do their
work. Once busy barns and traditional stone buildings have been made
redundant, they are sanitised and converted into posh houses and holiday
cottages. The most serious impact on rural life has been the huge reduction in
the numbers of farm staff needed to run the highly mechanised modern farm.
Farm cottages that once housed the workers and their families are now let or
sold off to retirees or city dwelling, second home owners and traditional village
life is changed for ever.
However, on the plus side, one aspect of life for the much depleted
band of tillers of the soil is much improved. Ploughing all day in the pouring
rain on a cabless tractor was not much fun. It wasn't a picnic in freezing
weather either when you had to jump off the metal seat and run round the field
a couple of times to try and warm up. Today's tractor driver might be more
lonely than his predecessors, but at least he sits on a comfortable seat in a
heated/air-conditioned cab with a radio and a mobile phone to keep him
company.
I was fortunate when I started my farming career because I was
employed on a mixed farm as a general farm worker. This meant I was able to
gain all round experience as a pigman, a shepherd, a beef farmer, a dairyman,
a poultry keeper and an arable farmer and even a cider grower and a cattle
lorry driver. This provided me with a solid background for farm management
later on. Where could you gain that varied experience on a single farm today.
Today farming is all about specialisation and that applies to farms and farm
workers. The terms 'mixed farm' & 'general farm worker' are virtually
consigned to the history books.
Peter Crowter
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Chairmanship of The Pavey Group
I very much regret that I do not intend standing as Chairman of the
Pavey Group in October. It has been thirteen year, and a matter of health, and
age. It is the time to seek someone with a fresh approach to our task – it is
timely.
The person we seek is one of varied talents and abilities, the priorities
being an interest in local history with interpersonal skills and group
managemental experience. Some PC experience would help but not an
imperative. The Pavey Group is ‘governed’ by a committee of nine that meets
monthly, each member having responsibilities and skills appropriate to our
tasks. Public and Group meetings are held monthly, The Pavey Room, where
our local historical research material is kept is open three days a week. We
publish The V illage Echo three times a year. This is dedicated to diverse
aspects of the history of Charmouth with articles that are submitted by anyone
with a story. To date we have published 176 articles on village themes. Our
membership is more than 230 families, many is distant parts.
We would be pleased to meet anyone interested in this challenge.
Please call Peter Press at the Pavey Room, the Elms, The Street, Charmouth,
Dorset DT6 6LN. PH. 01297 561 270. or 01297 560 647.

P.M.P.

2011 Census
As the Village Echo is the publication of The Pavey Group, the local
history resource centre, may I take this opportunity to advise you that the 2011
census form will be arriving on your doorstep shortly and will need to be
completed no later than the 27th March 2011.
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Art
Studio

Charmouth Art
01297 560044

To advertise in this
Space Contact
Peter Press
01297 560647
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Our Sponsors
This list is of those people and organisations who have given most
generously in support of the Village Echo and the Pavey Group.

Mrs Joan Pavey
Vi Hares
Jo Musk
Val Pavey
Steve Pratt
Bill Gordge
Peter Childs
Ed Bowditch
Richard Stirk
David Bettes
Dave Burgess
Rosemary Earl
Michael Priestley
Pat & John Stamp
Gill & Roger Joye
Elaine & Rob Love
Peter & Maggie Press
Geoff & Pat Restorick
David & Julie Renfrew
Charmouth Companions
Mallory & Pauline Hayter
David & Ruth Hopkinson
David and Marion Edwards
Ray & Rosalind, Stow House
Malcolm & Heather Bowditch
Ian & Alison Shilston, Morgans
John & Joanne Brown, Street Studio
Rosemary & Francis Lock, Pharmacist
Dean & Marie Herbert, The George Inn
Peter Noel, Marshall Noel Accountants
Phil & Carol Tritton, Charmouth Stores
Nick & Sheila Gilbey The Abbots House
Theresa Noel, Fortnam, Smith and Banwell
Caroline & John Davis, The Hensleigh Hotel
Ian and Liz Simpson, The White House Hotel
Sue & Martin Harvey, Fish Bar & Restaurant
Cathy Marchbank, Charmouth Property Management
Mike Smith, Frampton, Smith & Partners, Accountants
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C. & D.E. PATTIMORE
Family Butcher
The Street, Charmouth, Dorset.

Tel No :- 01297 561666

Hensleigh Hotel
Licensed Restaurant
Lower Sea Lane, Charmouth
Morning Coffees, Cream Teas,
Light Lunches, A La Cart Restaurant

We aim to always use Fresh Local Produce

We look forward to welcoming you soon!

We're always happy to cater for your Special Occasion Meals or Buffets
Reservations please call John or Caroline on 01297 560830

MORGANS OF CHARMOUTH

3-4 The Arcade , Charmouth, Dorset, DT6 6PU

YOUR VILLAGE STORE
WITH A DIFFERENCE

To advertise in this
Space Contact
Peter Press
01297 560647
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CHARMOUTH FISH BAR
TAKE AWAY &
RESTAURANT

To advertise in this
Space Contact
Peter Press
01297 560647

NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND
FOR DETAILS OF OPENING TIMES

Telephone : 01297 560220

The George Inn

To advertise in this
Space Contact
Peter Press
01297 560647

16th Century Coach House
Bar Snacks - Full Restaurant
Real Ales
Large Garden & play Area
Sunday Lunch Carvery
Dean & Marie Herbert

FRANCIS LOCK

MIKE BOWDITCH

PHARMACIST

Builder and General
Maintenance Work

Tel :- 01297 560261

Tel : 01297 560129

M.R. PHARMS.S

CHARMOUTH
Developing & Printing
Kodak Films
Toiletries & Cosmetics

Charmouth Community Hall

Is available for hire for receptions and functions of all sorts
Sports :-Badminton Court, Soft Tennis
Games:- Bingo is held on the 3rd Friday in the month. Eyes down at 7.30pm
Drama :-Pantomime, Short Plays, Musicals, Come along and join us.

Phone Leslie Bowditch on 01297 560572 or 560962

CHARMOUTH STORES

D.COZENS

Your

Removals

NISA

Delivery of any item or Part load

34, Bridge Rd , Charmouth.

CONVENIENCE STORE

Tel:- 01297 560773

Tel:- 01297 560304

Phil & Carol Tritton
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