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Editorial 

 

   
This edition is exceptional in every sense. There are only three 

articles in this issue, two of which are twice the length of our usual 
submissions – 1,500 to 2,000 words being the standard requirement. The 
reason for the exception will be quite evident; both Simon Bricknell’s 
excellent family history of a Coastguard family in Charmouth and The Lords 
of the Manor article by Neil Mattingly, are not only well-written and very 
interesting subjects but the most gratifying aspect is the evidence of thorough 
research. There are certain requirements for such activity, the primary one 
being the single mindedness necessary to cope with such labours. They have 
both succeeded! 

 Neil Mattingly is a most welcome new arrival in Charmouth. He 
hails from Bath and has purchased Thalatta on Higher Sea Lane. His great 
preoccupation is archival research and in the short time he has been in the 
village he has made a very positive contribution to our resources. He is most 
adept with camera and computer and is a great frequenter of the Dorset and 
Devon Record Offices and other primary sources. For the Pavey Group, he has 
become a major resource in his own right. 

Simon Bricknell’s family portrait is a very detailed study of his 
family’s presence in the village and of the other Coastguard centres in Dorset. 
It is a sound local history. Well done and thank you Simon. 

So Peter what is next? Well done old friend – please maintain a full 
head of steam. 

 
 
 

On a less cheerful note – for me at least 

 

I regret having to raise this point again but the question of a successor 
to my role as chairman is becoming a more important one. My concern is for 
the future of our organisation and the hope that someone can take the helm - in 
the not too distant future. There are reasons that are of course, very personal.  
So, without drama or conceit I raise the matter in the hope that the need is 
evident for the continuance of the Pavey Group’s role within the village. 

 

                                                                        

       PMP  



3 

Tales from the Forge 

 

Part II : The Chard to Charmouth Railway Saga. 

Via Lyme Regis 

 
 Part ll of the Chard to Charmouth Railway Saga. All the events depicted 
in this part occurred between 1860 and the mid 1880's. All the characters are 
based on real people but some of the names have been changed. 
 
 
 The new master of Catherston Manor launched himself into a large leather 
armchair and shouted for the services of one of his many servants. 'Humpage' he 
bellowed, glaring about a largish Elizabethan entrance hall. Humpage was a 
disreputable servant who had served him for many years. The master lifted a 
leather riding boot containing his left foot and placed it on a stool placed in front 
of a large log fire. 'Drat the man` he fumed, `I employ half the damn village 
and still haven't discovered where they hide'. Though not in uniform, he has a 
military bearing and a commanding voice which regularly rattles most of the 
timbers in the ancient manor house. Recently gazetted in the rank of Colonel, he 
shines all the way to the top of his boots . 'Humpage' he bellows again... 'ah there 
you are man.' Humpage has become bent low after years of hard labour in the 
service of Colonel Bullen.' He limps towards his tormentor. ' Remove my 
boots. Slowly. My Feet are damned sore.' commands the Colonel. `Take 'em 
away and return them clean and polished! 'Certainly sir. Shall oi bring youse a 
glass of Haigs whisky sir.   That's for just your extra comfort sir of course.' The 
colonal grunted with menace ' Just get on with it man.' 'This very minute zer' 
croaked Humpage already looking forward to an illicit drink. After much 
heeving and heavy breathing the boots are removed and carried off to 
Humpage`s den in some remote   part of the building. 
 Colonel Bullen was very satisfied with the purchase of his ancient manor 
house and estate when he moved in with his family in the early 1880s. The 
manor house had at some time existed as two dwellings but was now linked by a 
commodious hall converting the property into one residence more befitting to a 
man gazetted in the rank of full colonel. A full colonel should not live in a semi 
detached manor house. It was bad for the internal discipline of the 
establishment. It had been reported by Buckle his agent and farm manager that 
some of the servants resented the fact that no rise in pay had resulted as a 
consequence of this conversion. An extension of their duties to include the 
cleaning of the large new hall was overlooked but, alas, no organised protest was 
possible, and they had to comforted themselves by contemplating the fate of the 
Tolpuddle martyrs and grumbling to themselves. 
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 The colonel was now sipping his whiskey, as indeed , was Humpage 
who from within the security of his den was happily consuming a liberal share 
of his master`s beverage. Humpage had no problems. He had no money, no 
women, no enemies, except the cook,  no prospects and he happily lived day by 
day like the lilies of the field with no thought of the morrow. His life was an 
exercise in survival. The colonel had money, power, enemies, and ambition. He 
liked having enemies. He knew them for what they were. Jealous men who would 
stand in his way if they could. His great ambition was to raise a stud of 
thoroughbred horses and ponies which would be renowned throughout the nation. 
Nothing was allowed to stand in the way of this, and as far as he was concerned 
nothing ever would. There were however rumours that a railway line was to be 
made which would pass from Chard and through Charmouth to link with 
Bridport. This line would cross his estates and reduce his highly bred bloodstock 
in the new stables he was having built, to trembling lumps of horse flesh. With the 
influence of London solicitors, and the power and prestige of The Great Western 
Railway, they might even try to build a station nearby.  Let them try! The very 
thought  sent  his  blood pressure  soaring. In the words of a later great statesman,  
"Up with this he would not put" and Buckle, his trusted agent, was at this very 
moment riding to Chard on a very fine mount to evaluate the situation. For years a 
line  from  Axminster  to  Lyme  Regis  had been planned but no money was ever  

 

 

 

 

The Train leaves Lyme Regis for Axminster. 

Note: Notice-board on the right — It reads Lyme Regis for Charmouth! 
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forthcoming. But sooner or later some reckless speculator might be foolish enough 
to raise the capital. The countryside was definitely not in safe hands. Buckle was not 
expected to return until the next day at the earliest. The colonel stretched his mind in 
his search for comforting thoughts. At least Brunel was dead. By heavens he 
thought, that must be saving the country a bob or two. Yes. Tomorrow he would take 
the mare into Charmouth and have a loose shoe fixed. What ever else he was, and 
his suspicions were long, dark, and deep, Alfred Childs was a damn fine farrier. 
 Alf started work the next day as early as possible. He lit the forge with 
firewood and then from a twisted strip of newspaper lit his customary Players 
cigarette. It was his first cigarette of the day and he took a deep drag at it, probably 
reducing his life expectancy by a few days, but in those days nobody had done the 
statistics on the destructive power of tobacco and it was a great earner of revenue for 
the government. He then inserted one end of a length of rod to be heated and rotated 
the arm of the fan blower. The glowing embers burst into flame He had received an 
order for one hundred metal rods around six feet long and sharpened to a point at one 
end. The order specified that the rods were be to painted post office red and must be 
completed by the end of the following week.. They were for the use of the county 
surveyors department and would be collected when ready. A price was agreed. He 
estimated about three days work for the lot and thought the job was probably for the 
new railway project to link Chard and Charmouth with Bridport. He was very much 
hi favour of this forward looking plan which would be very good for trade in the 
village. All he wanted now was a clear day`s work to finish the job. George his 
apprentice lad could do the painting. 
 It was then that he heard the clip clop of a horse coming up the passage and a 
voice from under an enormous and incredibly tatty old Irish cap. 'Top of the 
morning to you sir` croaked the voice under the cap. `Humpage O`Toole at your 
service sir'. Alf did his best to hide his depression at the thought that his day was 
already interrupted. "Oi was wonderin' if you could spare the toime to have a look 
at Pennie`s shoes. One of 'em seems to have come loose oim tinking .Tis for the 
Colonel you see. He's too busy to come his self. He's waitin' for Mr Buckle to 
return.' Alf sighs and lays his ball hammer on the anvil. He knows the mare well. 
She sniffs him approvingly. 'Oi walked her down' says Humpage. 'very steady I 
was'  Tis a while since I last saw her` said Alf.  `She needs a new set of shoes. 
Bring her in tomorrow morning.' `Oh the Colonel won`t like that at all. Oh dear no. 
He likes things done without delay. If you don't mind me asking zir, what are all 
these spears for?' He picks up one of the pointed rods.' I fought the Crimean war 
was over.' 'Oh it is, years ago I assure you,' said Alf. He would like to have said 
and I could find a place to shove them, but the Colonel was a good customer, so 
he settled for  I`ll  see you tomorrow, and don't ride her home.' 
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 Tony Buckle the estate manager was enjoying his trip to Chard. He is 
well known in the area and respected as a very capable and fair man. A couple of 
days away from the CXolonel would do him good and he could renew friend-
ships on the way. Feeling a thirst coming on and being within easy distance of 
Marshwood he decided to look up James Townsend , an old army friend who 
managed 'The Bottle Inn'. He was soon being set up with a more than adequate 
supply of good ale. 'What brings you to these parts then Buckle?` 'Oh, got some 
business in Chard. Thought I might look at a new hay loader. See what discount 
I can get.' 'How's the Colonel' enquired James.' Got a bee in his helmet about 
the whole countryside being over-run by railway trains. He wants to put all his 
money into building the best stud farm in the West .He's frightened to death that 
the noise and general turmoil of modern transportation will give his priceless 
nags fainting fits and dizzy spells.` 'Well that's got nothing to do with Chard' 
said James 'They've lost all their money. Firm went bust. Been trying for years to 
get a line through to Bridport. My dear old Father bought some shares years ago 
but      nothing ever came of it. They're still upstairs in an old tin box. He's passed 
on now. That must have been back in the 60s. It all proved too expensive what 
with cuttings and tunnelling and the like. He had the full prospectus. Marvellous 
document. Had lists of all the land owners of where the track would pass.       
Solicitors must have made a mint.  All came to nothing in the end.` 
  

Railway Madness. The colonel's nightmare. 
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 '`That's very interesting' said Tony Buckle. James the landlord pressed on' 
The word was that the law would have to be changed before the line could be  
profitable. So that was that. The poor old man was broken hearted as he thought 
he was going to die rich and to think of that, it would all have come to me, and 
I'll drink to that.' James refills their tankards and they drink happily.' 'I would 
like to show your documents to the Colonel. Would it be alright if we rode over 
one day so that he could study them? I think it would put his mind at rest, and that 
would be very good for everybody in Catherstone Manor'. They both laughed.' I 
can do better than that' said James. 'If you can stay on for a late lunch I'll dig 
them out. You`re  welcome to shove them in your saddle bag and take them 
home. Keep them until you next come this way They have no value now. We do a 
fine game pie by the way.` 
 And so it was that Tony Buckle returned to the manor with documentary 
evidence which proved that the Colonel`s fears for the future ruination of his 
property were groundless. The stud farm grew to around two hundred ponies 
and won a gold medal in the Mexico Olympics. (see Journal No 17 page 15). 
The line was never built. Because Colonel Bullen was so impressed by Buckle's 
research on behalf of his peace of mind, he granted a modest rise to all his 
servants. 

         

         Peter Childs 

           IN PARLIAMENTARY SESSION 1865 

  BRIDPORT, LYME REGIS, AND AXMINSTER RAILWAY 

 

 (Incorporation of Company for Making a Railway between Bridport, 

Charmouth, 
Lyme Regis and Axminster. - Powers to Great Western, Bridport and London and 
South- western Companies.) 
Notice is hereby given, that Bridport it is intended to apply to Parliament in the 
next Session thereof, for leave to bring in a Bill for the following, or some of 
the following, among other purposes:- 
 
 To incorporate a company (herein referred to as ‘the Company’), and to 
enable them to make and maintain the railways hereinafter mentioned, or some or 
one of them, with all needful work, stations, approaches, and conveniences 
connected therewith respectively, that is to say - Railway No. 1 - commencing by a 
junction with the Bridport Railway, in the parish of Bradpole and county of Dorset, 
on the north-east side of the Bridport Station, at or near a point distant about 12 
chains from the north- east end of the passenger shed of the said station, passing 
thence through or into the following parishes and places, or some of them, that is  
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to say -  Bradpole, Walditch, Bridport, Bothhampton, Symondsbury, Allington, 
Whitchurch Canonicorum, Wootton Fitzpayne, Marshwood, Catherstone Leweston 
and Charmouth and terminating in a field called `The First Charmouth Mead` 
,belonging to Henry Coombe Compton, and in his own occupation, in the said 
parish of Charmouth, all in the county of Dorset. * 
 
 Railway No.2.- Commencing by a junction with the aforesaid railway No.1 at 
its termination, in the said parish of Charmouth, passing thence through or into the 
following parishes and places, or some of them. That is to say:- Charmouth, 
Catherstone-Leweston., Wootton- Fitzpaine and Whitchurch- Canonicorum, and 
terminating at a point on the east side of and immediately adjoining the public road 
known as Dunning's Lane, distant one chain or thereabouts southward of the bridge 
carrying such road over the brook, and known as Dunning's Bridge, in the said 
parish of Whitchurch- Canonicorum, all in the county of Dorset. 
            To authorise the Great Western Railway Company and the London and 
South Western Railway Company or either of these companies to contribute towards 
the cost of constructing the intended railways and works out of the corporate funds. 
             Printed copies of the proposed bill will be deposited in the Private Bill Office 
of the House of Commons, on or before the 23rd of December next. Dated this 9th day 
of November 1864. Baxter, Rose, Norton, and Co. 6 Victoria Street, Westminster, 
Solicitor's for the Bill. 
 
 
*  The proposed site of the station was to be in, what is now, the playing field north 
of the village wall. 
 
 
N.B.  This document is a notice of the intention to bring a proposal to parliament 
for  the creation of a railway company and it's proposed route. The plan was never 
realised due to the rivalry of the towns and of the enormous cost of construction. 
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The Lords of the Manor of Charmouth over the last 1000 years  

 

The following Gentlemen all have something in common: 

 

 An Abbot who had a house in Charmouth 
A Secretary of State for four Monarchs 
A famous Historian 
A Captain who assisted in King Charles II escape to France. 
A Bristol Merchant who made his fortune from Slavery. 
A Lieutenant in the Navy who died in one of the last duels in England. 
A Plymouth Baker who went on to found one of the most famous brands of 
biscuits. 
A Great Railway Engineer. 
A Bristol Industrialist. 
 
They were in fact, all Lords of the Manor of Charmouth and had a great 
impact on the development of the Village. 

 
I was intrigued to find that when the plot of land for my house, 

Thalatta in Higher Sea Lane was purchased by Grace Icomb in 1922, the 
vendor was Alfred Douglas Pass. He was described as the Lord of the Manor 
of Charmouth. I found this very exciting as the land, after all those centuries 
was still part of the Manor of Charmouth. As usual, Reginald Pavey had been 
there before me and his notes in Dorchester Records Office on various Lords 
of the Manor gave me a great start on my exploration of who they were and 
how far back I could trace them. In the end, I was able to go back as far as the 
Domesday Book and almost up to the present. The same Alfred Pass was the 
Lord of the Manor until his death in 1970. I have researched the various 
families in a number of archives and libraries and their lives make for 
interesting reading. I think residents of this village will be surprised at some of 
the famous people who held the office of Lord of the Manor of Charmouth. 
What follows is a brief outline of their lives in chronological order.  

 
1086 William de Estre 
The Domesday Book shows that Charmouth was owned by Robert, 

Count of Mortain. William de Estre was probably the Lord of the Manor under 
him, as it was his grandson Richard who was later to give it to Forde Abbey. 
The primary activity was salt production in pans from which the seawater was 
boiled and the remaining salt scraped off the sides.  Three villagers and sixteen 
salt workers are shown living here in 1086. Charmouth was not alone in salt 
production as a number of salt workers are shown in Lyme and many other 
nearby coastal towns.  
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1170 Forde Abbey 
The Manor of Charmouth was granted to Forde Abbey by Richard de 

Estre in about 1170 and confirmed by King Richard I in 1189. The Abbots of 
the Cistercian Abbey were to be Lords of the Manor of Charmouth for almost 
four centuries. The village formed only a fraction of their total land holding of 
over 30,000 acres. An ancient Estate Book (Cartulary) can still be seen at Forde 
Abbey. The historian Steven Hobbs translated it and there are many references 
to Charmouth amongst its pages. In the early 13th century there is a mention of 
a cross and a stone bridge across the river. Later it details a Mill and a Monk’s 
Grange. The village had grown by 1278 when the Abbot granted a weekly 
market and yearly fair. Three years later, the old chapel that had served the 
community, described as being “ruined by the battering of the sea and storms,” 
was rebuilt on a new site on the Abbot’s lands.  The great leap forward in the 
fortunes of Charmouth was to be the creation of a borough here by the Abbot of 
Forde Abbey in 1297.  The Charter is very detailed and is descriptive of the 
village at that time with mention of a mill, pillory, guildhall, chapel and cross. It 
was planned as a new town with a number of adjoining plots of land, roughly 
half an acre in size stretching back on both sides of The Street. Astonishingly 
much of this has survived as can be seen from aerial views. The borough never 
really succeeded and there are few references to it until after the Dissolution. 
The 1841 Tithe map reveals the amalgamation of single plots into larger, more 
viable ones. A number of buildings in the village owe their origins to the Abbey. 
The most spectacular of these is Abbots House on The Street which has a 
carved stone doorway with the initials of the last Abbot, Thomas Chard. He 
surrendered Forde Abbey to King Henry VIII in 1539 and ended his role of 
Lord of the Manor of Charmouth. 

 
1564 Robert and William Caldwell 
There is a copy of the original Charter dated 1564 in the Dorset Record 

Office from Queen Elizabeth I where she grants the Lordship of Charmouth to 
Robert and William Caldwell, Gentlemen, and their heirs for just £25.5.1d.  It 
contains a long list of powers that the Abbot formerly had and was now to be 
given to the Caldwells as Lords of the Manor. At present I cannot find anything 
about the Caldwells, except that Robert had been steward to Sir William Petre. 
But their ownership was very brief, as before the year was out they had sold it 
on to Sir William Petre. 

 
1564—1575 Petre Family 
(i) Sir William Petre (1505-1572) 

 I have recently discovered that Sir William Petre had a survey 
commissioned of Charmouth in 1564. It can now be seen amongst the Petre 
Papers ( 123M/E30) at the Devon  Record Office in Exeter.   It is very  detailed  
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and lists tenants and 
their properties, but it 
is in old English and 
needs to be 
deciphered. When 
translated, it would 
be of enormous value 
as it is a snapshot of 
the village as it 
appeared after three 
centuries of being 
owned by the Abbey.  
 
 
  

 Sir William Petre 

 
Petre was immensely wealthy and used his power as Secretary of State to 
Henry VIII, Edward, Mary and Elizabeth to improve his position. He is known 
to have had over 36,000 acres in Devon alone. He lived in a huge mansion at 
Ingatestone in Essex, where succeeding generations of the family continued to 
live. He benefited from Henry’s Dissolution of the Monasteries and Mary’s 
confiscation of the properties of all 
those who supported the attempt of 
Northumberland to put the hapless 
Lady Jane Grey on the throne. Sir 
William, as Queen Mary’s principal 
Secretary of State was granted 
many of the great estates, including 
the Manor of Shute, near 
Axminster..  His daughter Dorothy 
married Nicholas Wadham of 
Branscombe, Devon and was able 
to assist in the building of and 
endowments to Wadham College in 
Oxford.  The Wadhams were also 
Lords of the Manor of Catherston , 
which adjoins Charmouth and were 
briefly owners of Newlands Farm. 
                         
     
     Sir John Petre 
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(ii) Sir John Petre (1549-1613) 
John Petre was the only surviving son of the statesman Sir William 

Petre by his second wife Anne, daughter of William Browne. He sat as an MP 
for Essex from 1584 to 1587 and also served as Lord Lieutenant of Essex. In 
1603 he was raised to the peerage as Baron Petre of Writtle in the County of 
Essex by James I. He publicly acknowledged that he was a Roman Catholic and 
his descendants have remained loyal to Catholicism ever since. 

Both the present day Elms and Limes on The Street have deeds that 
show in 1575 they belonged to Sir John Petre and were being leased for 2,000 
years by him. Pavey mentions that two other houses in Charmouth had similar 
leases which had been lost. Later in 1590, Sir John severed Newlands Farm 
from the manor estate and sold it to William Wadham of Catherston.  

 
1575-1648 Pole Family 
The Pole family seem to have left no lasting memorials in Charmouth, 

though they were to own it for a long time. It was one of a number of estates 
they had purchased near their family seat at Shute, Axminster. Their elaborately 
carved tombs can be seen in their private chapel in Colyton.  

 
(i) William Pole (1515-1587) 
William Pole purchased the house, materials and furniture of Shute 

House for £300 in 1560 from Sir William Petre. Shortly after this, he acquired 
the lease of an  additional eight-score acres of land at Shute. Later in 1575 he 
was to have further dealings with Sir William Petre when he purchased the 
Manor of Charmouth.  
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 William Pole had possessions throughout many parts of the 
neighbourhood - Kilmington, Musbury, Dalwood, Colyford and Colyton and 
Seaton, and he left bequests of twenty shillings each to old people in these 
parishes.   He died at Shute in 1587 in his seventy-third year, and was buried in 
Colyton Church. His eldest son, only twenty-six years of age at the time, 
erected a remarkable monument to him there. Shute Barton, near Axminster, is 
now owned by the National Trust and is open at certain times during the year 
and well worth a visit. The Poles’ main house is at Anthony in Cornwall, 
which is also open to the public and contains their family portraits and 
archives. 
 
  (ii) Sir William Pole (1561-1635) 
 One of the more famous Lords of the Manor of Charmouth was Sir 
William Pole, who meticulously recorded the history of Devon and its 
illustrious families. But it was published until 200 years later by a descendent, 
Prince to illumine his own work, ‘The Worthies of Devon’. Educated at Exeter 
College, Oxford, coincidentally the same as the Petres he was a member of the 
Inner Temple in London, where he resided at times. He went on to be a Justice 
of the Peace in Exeter and later on Sheriff.   He  married Mary Peryham who  
 

Shute Barton  
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was to have eleven children, depicted on 
her elaborate tomb in Colyton. He later 
married Jane, the wealthy widow of Robert 
How, Baronet, whose young daughter 
married her stepfather's son John.  As well 
as Shute he owned  Colcombe Castle which 
had been one of the seats of the ancient 
Courtenay family. Sir William made 
extensive additions and alterations, but 
practically the whole of it was destroyed in 
the Civil Wars. Its ruins today are off 
Colcombe Lane, north of  Colyton. 

 
 

 Sir William Pole 

 

 

(ii) Sir John Pole (1588-1658) 
For many years Sir John was Member of Parliament for Devonshire, 

and lived in London for long periods.He was created a baronet by Charles I in 
1628 .Sir John lived through anxious times, during the later days of Charles I 
and the Civil Wars; the Poles were always staunch Royalists.  About the time 
that the Parliamentarian forces destroyed Colcombe Castle, a fire broke out in 
Shute House. 

Sir John Pole and his lady lie buried in Colyton Church, where a 
magnificent and highly decorative Corinthian canopy is erected over the life-
size effigies. The figures lie on their sides, back to back, the knight in full 
armour, and the lady in cap and farthingale. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sir John Pole 
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The Ellesdons (1648-1737) 
At last Charmouth had as Lords of the Manor a family who were to 

reside in the village. There are many references in the parish records to them 
and more significant is the beautiful marble memorial in the church to 
Anthony Ellesdon. They would have lived in the Manor House in The Street, 
opposite the church. The Ellesdons had been successful merchants in Lyme 
since the 15th century and had been mayors of the town on frequent occasions. 
There are records of “Ellesdons Lands” in the Manor rentals. Hutchins in his 
History of Dorset provides a family tree from Ralph, who was Mayor of the 
village in 1521. 

 
(i) Anthony Ellesdon (died 1655)  
In 1649 Anthony was to purchase Newlands Farm, which had 

formerly been part of Charmouth Manor from descendants of the Wadhams. 
Stonebarrow Manor? May well have become a home to the Ellesdons in due 
course.  

 
    (ii) William Ellesdon  
    Perhaps Charmouth`s most famous son, thanks to his role in one of 
the most exciting episodes in British history. On 22nd September 1651, 
Charles II spent just one night in Charmouth, but its repercussions were to be 
momentous. If all had gone to plan he would have made his escape from here 
to St. Malo in France and exile. Instead it was to be from Brighton twenty-four 
days later that he finally escaped.  William Ellesdon was chosen by Colonel 
Wyndham to assist in the escape, but unfortunately the wife of Stephen 
Limbry, the man who was to ferry the King from Charmouth, found out and 
the plan had to be abandoned. Charles thought highly of Captain Ellesdon and 
later presented him with a gold chain and medal bearing the inscription 
“Faithful to the horns of Altar” and a pension of £300 per annum. We are 
fortunate that William gave a very descriptive account of his involvement with 
the King’s escape which was later published in   Clarendon’s ‘History of the 
Rebellion and Civil Wars in England’. 

It was William Ellesdon who in 1648 was to buy the Manor of 
Charmouth from Sir John Pole.  He was both a barrister at law and a captain in 
the King's forces. The Hearth Tax shows him living at the Manor House, with 
six  hearths -  by far the biggest house in the village. 

The will of Honora, the wife of William is full of information about 
the family who seem to have had property both in Dorset and around Lydd in 
Kent. She left her wealth to her eldest son Thomas and his brother Anthony in 
1725. Again, the will of Thomas Ellesdon has survived with a detailed 
inventory of his possessions and properties.   He   spent  his  last  days at  his   
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The Line of Descent of the Ellesdon Family as Lords of the Manor of 
Charmouth. 1648 — 1783  

 
brother Anthony`s Manor House in the year 1730. He had considerable wealth, 
which included gold and silver jewellery that was shown by its weight. This and 
his mother’s inheritance all went to Anthony. 
 

(iii) Anthony Ellesdon (1654-1737) 
 Most of Anthony's life was to be spent in Charmouth and he is often 
referred to in deeds and documents of the time. He would have no doubt lived in 
the Manor House, which would have been more imposing than what we see 
today, which was subdivided and altered in the 19th century. In 1716 he married 
Anne Gale from Angersleigh, near Taunton in Somerset. Sadly he outlived all 
his family, and his fortune and estates were  left to his sister’s sons Richard and 
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Charles. The church in Charmouth has a painted board with the coat of arms of 
the family dated 1732 and a silver plate presented by Anthony in 1716. A 
document in the vestry dated 9th April 1714 is an indenture between Anthony 
Ellesdon and Thomas Thorne of Hawkchurch, yeoman. “For the sum of £90 
paid by Thorne hath demised all that tenement called Wade's Tenement in Mill 
Lane (Lower Sea Lane) and one piece of ground called Woollmington`s Close, 
lying in Lyme Lane, one orchard belonging and Davy` s Tenement, on a lease 
of 99 years, if Joane Thorne his wife and Joane and Mary his two daughters so 
long happen to live, paying rent yearly of six shillings, two fatt pulletts or 
eighteen pence of lawful money on 25th Dec each year. Thomas Thome during 
the 99 years lease shall not fell any oak y ash or elm tree now growing or 
hereafter growing” signed by Anthony Ellesdon.  His nephew was to 
commission an elaborate marble monument to his uncle, which was transferred 
when the present church was built in 1836. He was patron of the church and 
paid for extensive improvements to it in 1732. From the long description of his 
acts of charity, he would seem to have been well liked.  His will shows him 
owning property in the parishes of Symondsbury, Lytton Cheney, 
Winterbourne Stapleton and Winterbourne Abbas in Dorset. It also refers to 
his father in that “I give to Richard Henvill the use of my medal set round with 
diamonds which was given by his late royal majesty King Charles II to my 
honoured father for his loyalty to the said king.” 
 

(iv) Richard Ellesdon Henvill (died 1744) 
It is interesting to speculate why the Henvill family were to become 

Lords of the Manor of Charmouth. Again,  Hutchins in his History of Dorset 
reveals them to be already very wealthy and provides a family tree. It shows 
them originating in the early 17th century in Looke, near Abbotsbury. William 
Ellesdon`s daughter Mary, was to marry Richard Henvill of Lower Looke and 
have four children. Her husband was to become High Sheriff of Dorset in 
1723. In 1669 his father Richard, had purchased the Manor of Catherston from 
Walter Yonge, Bart, for £2,600 and no doubt the couple were to live in the 
imposing Manor House which sits high above Charmouth. 

Anthony Ellesden in his will gave a substantial proportion of his 
wealth to his two nephews, Richard Ellesdon Henvill and Charles Henvill. It 
seems Charles  stayed in Charmouth and married Elizabeth Hodder;  both were 
buried here. His brother became Lord of the Manor, but it was probably 
Charles who lived in the Manor House, because  Richard was  often described 
as a Bristol merchant and very active in the tobacco and slave trade. His 
brother Robert lived in St. Kitts in the West Indies and there are a number of 
references to the family in records of the time. Richard Henvill was one of the  
agents   who   were   responsible   for  outfitting   the  ships  and  making   the  
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arrangements for the supply and 
selling of slaves. He was a leading 
agent directing many slaving 
voyages. In 1744 he gave evidence to 
the Lords Commissioners for Trade 
and Plantations that Bristol sent out 
40 slave ships per year each with 
goods on board worth £4000.  
There are no references to him living 
in Charmouth despite being the Lord 
of the Manor. He and his wife had 
three children, but only their 
daughter, Benedicta survived infancy. 
In matching up the various members 
of the families with the dates, the one 
I am totally confused about is a stray 
reference to a marriage between Mrs 
Mary Henvill of Charmouth and 
Thomas Ellesdon of Lydd in 1726. 
Perhaps as more information comes 
to light, the additional union between 
the two families will make sense.  
 
 
 
 

 
              Commemorative Plaque to 

                   Anthony Ellesdon 

 

(v) Benedicta Durston (1727-1779) 
In 1744 at the age of just seventeen, Benedicta Henvill inherited her 

father’s estate which included the Manor of Charmouth and also the adjoining 
Manor of Catherston. Later, she married the Rev. Joseph Durston, Vicar of 
Compton Greenfield in Gloucester. But their marriage was short: just seven 
years later in 1770 he passed away,  and she died a few years later. The couple 
were childless and the estates passed to another branch of the Henvill family 
living in St. Kitts. Benedicta Durston is shown as living in the village after the 
death of her husband, probably at the Manor House, as her name appears on a 
lease. It reveals that in 1771, Thomas Rickard, her steward, was leasing the 
property on the corner of The Street and Lower Sea Lane (on the site of Ida`s 
Village Stores) from her for 6d per annum. Another lease for the same year 
shows her owning the building that was once known as The Old New Inn, but 
more recently as the Wander Inn on The Street in Charmouth.  
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At a Court Leet held on 5th Oct. 1770 it was stated that there ought to 
be a pair of stocks erected. Later in 1778 there is an agreement made by her to 
improve the road to the sea ( now Lower Sea Lane). Her will shows her leaving 
her Manor of Charmouth to her distant cousin Richard Henvill. The Manor of 
Catherston was left to his brother, Robert who was a Barrister on the Island of 
St. Vincent. 

 
     (vi) Francis Phipps Henvill (died 1783) 

The Manor of Charmouth ended up being owned by a merchant living 
with his family on the island of St. Kitts in the West Indies. But four years later, 
in 1783, he died, and the Manor was put up for sale once more. The sale 
particulars are very detailed with an index to the map of Charmouth Manor and 
Newlands Farm. Unfortunately, the map has been lost, but the record is an 
indication of what property was still owned by the Lord of the Manor. It shows 
about 100 acres in Charmouth and 26 acres at Newlands Farm.  

.The Ellesdons and their descendants owned the village for over 130 
years. The only reminder today of this important family is that Ellesdon Road 
was so named in the 1950s.  

  
End of Part l 
                        Neil Mattingly 

 

 

 

 

    Other Matters    

 

Another news flash from Swansea of an ancient Charmouth line. The 
venerable Gordge, whose return we await, has recently undergone some drastic 
surgery. He is recovering well and still has every intention of returning ‘home’ 
again this year. We hope to see him in the summer to take part in the great 
reconciliation scene between the Gordges and the Luggs over the Bowler hat 
business – somewhat late! 

Another incentive  to come Bill, is that we welcomed a new member 
last night who lives at Westhay Farm! His name is Andrew Carey, and is very 
interested in the history of Stanton St.Gabriel. He wants to meet you – so get 
well soon! 

 
         P.M.P. 
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A Coastguard Family in Charmouth  

 
 When we realised that the cottage in which my family lived in the early 
Nineteenth Century was now available to rent as a holiday home we decided to 
come and see it for ourselves. This story owes its existence to the help of Ben 
and Jodi Dauncy the owners of the cottage, and to members of the Pavey Group, 
in particular Neil Mattingly who pointed us in the direction of the Pavey 
Archive now kept at the Dorchester Record Office, and provided us with several 
of the photographs. Many thanks.  
          SB  
 
 William Brickell, my great great grandfather, was born in Dover in 1797. 
He did not follow in the footsteps of his pastrycook father, but became a mariner 
and later joined the Coastguard Service in Hastings. In 1840 he was posted to 
Charmouth and brought his family to live in the Coastguard Cottages in Sea 
Lane. Mary was his second wife and was from an oyster-fishing family in 
Mersea on the Essex coast. Their children Sarah, William, Louisa, Edwin and 
Charles were aged between 10 and 1 year old. With seven in the family the 
cottage would have been crowded by today’s standards; the front door opening 
straight into the main room with its range and enclosed stairs up to the two 
bedrooms. The kitchen and bathroom are more modern additions.  

The Coastguard Cottages Today 
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 The purpose of the Coastguard Service in the Nineteenth Century was 
much more related to the prevention of smuggling than the rescuing of people 
in danger at sea. There were “Preventive Officers” or “Revenue Men” based 
all along the South Coast, as all around the British Isles. The Dorset coast with 
its many remote coves and bays where boats could come ashore and unload 
their casks and barrels was particularly popular with those who wanted to 
avoid paying duties on wine, spirits or tobacco from France.  
 Usually the Coastguards were posted to new stations every few years, 
apparently in order to avoid the risk of fraternising with the locals and 
becoming open to bribery or other temptations. William, however, remained in 
Charmouth for the rest of his life though his sons Edwin and Charles between 
them lived in Axmouth, Lyme Regis, Seatown (near Chideock), Stanton St. 
Gabriels and Weymouth as well as in Southsea, Dover, Hastings, and Kilkee in 
Ireland.  
 The working duties of the Coastguard were based around the 
Watchhouses.   The contemporary Log of the Lyme watchhouse,   for example,  
gave day-by-day details of vessels in the harbour  that were suspected of being 
involved in smuggling and would need an eye kept on them. Copies of letters 
and other intelligence from the Service were also included so that the 
Coastguards on duty would be kept aware of suspicious activity.  
 The Lyme watchhouse was on the harbour next to the Cobb though 
others, such as Seatown and Charmouth, were smaller huts on the headlands 
by the beach giving a good view of shipping and other activity. Often the 
Coastguards’ living accommodation was also on high ground with a view. 
Weymouth, Portland, Chesil Beach, and Seatown cottages were all like this.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lyme Regis Watch-House 
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 Charmouth’s two groups of Coastguard cottages, one in The Street and 
the other in Sea Lane, were set back from the beach by about a quarter of a 
mile, though the Armoury at the Sea Lane site would enable the men to grab 
their weapons and get to the beach quickly in the event of an attempted arrest 
or an armed attack by groups of smugglers. The picture of the nearby Lulworth 
Coastguards (below) shows them armed with muskets and cutlasses fixed as 
bayonets, while the officer carries a sword. Ammunition pouches are also part 
of the equipment carried. As well as their personal weapons the Charmouth 
Coastguards were equipped with a six-pounder gun kept in the shed near the 
lookout. It had been originally supplied during the Napoleonic wars in case of 
attack by French ships. A target was set up in the sea about 400 yards offshore 
so that after gunnery practice the shot could be retrieved at low tide. There 
were certainly armed clashes with smuggling gangs during this period, and 
more than one coastguard lost his life along the Dorset coast. There were also 
more minor skirmishes. The Dorchester and Sherborne Journal recounts how 
on one occasion two preventive men set off at night to capture a smuggler and 
his horse laden with contraband. In the darkness one of the guards arrested the 
smuggler and the horse, but the other guard, mistaking him for the smuggler, 
attacked his fellow officer. The smuggler used the resulting confusion to slip 
quietly away-with the horse and its load.  

The Lulworth Armed Revenue Men  
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 William and Mary’s family grew over the next ten years with the births 
of Emily, Sophia and Alice. By 1851 they had moved to the Coastguard 
cottages in Charmouth Street where they remained for the next twenty years. 
The three girls were christened at the newly-rebuilt parish church, and would 
have attended the village school (just up the road from the Lower Sea Lane 
cottage) with their elder brothers and sisters.  
 Alice suffered all her life from rickets and died at the age of 12. Sophia 
later married and raised a family in London where she lived until her death in 
1921. Emily remained in Charmouth working as a dressmaker. Of the older 
children Sarah left home to work “in service” in Torquay and later became a 
dressmaker in Newcastle under Lyme, Louisa returned to Hastings where she 
married and had two children, while Edwin and Charles followed their father 
into the coastguard service. Their parents remained in Charmouth after 
William’s retirement. He had reached the rank of Chief Boatman in the 
Coastguards and in the 1871 Census he is listed as a “Coastguard Pensioner”. 
Mercer and Crocker’s Directory for Dorset lists him in that same year as a 
private resident, though spelling his name as Brickhill.  
 Charles’ route into the Coastguard service was via the Royal Navy, 
serving on various Revenue Cruisers from the age of 16. In 1861 he was 
serving as an Able Seaman on HMS Petrel at Lymington in Hampshire (this 
time the misspelling is Brickle), and served with the coast-guards themselves 
from 1871 to 1881  at  Southsea  where  he  had a wife and family.   Having  
 

 
Lyme Regis Cobb 
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completed his ten-year coastguard service he was not allowed to re-enlist, as a 
further ten-year enrolment would extend beyond his retirement date at the age of 
60. Accordingly he resumed his Navy service as a quartermaster. He died in the 
RN sick quarters at Grimsby in 1892.  
 Charles’ elder brother Edwin had a similar career. At the time of the 
1861 Census when he was 24 he was serving as an Able Seaman with the 
Coastguard at Portland as part of the 14-man crew aboard the two-gunner 
cruiser HMS Eagle, and up until 1888 when he was transferred to Ireland he 
served in a variety of ships and shore stations along the Dorset coast. The 
vessels used by the coastguard service varied in size. Cruisers ranged from 25 to 
150 tons and there were also smaller boats like those in the photos of 
Charmouth watchhouse (See page 26). The smugglers would be pursued, 
arrested, accompanied into port and the guilty vessel seized along with the 
contraband, assuming the smugglers had not managed to dispose of it in time.  
  As a single man Edwin was moved easily from one posting to another; 
Axmouth, Lyme, and Chideock, while serving on HM Ships Achilles, Warrior, 
and Resistance. The Coastguard station at Chideock (Seatown) had a very 
similar outlook to that of Charmouth, with the Watch-House on the cliff above 
the beach and the living accommodation behind.  
 The hamlet of Stanton St. Gabriels has since been lost to the sea, but 
even in the 1800s it was only a cluster of houses near the ruined church. The 
ruins were said to be a favourite hiding place for smugglers to leave their cargos 
until they could be safely collected. Perhaps they hoped that any ghosts would 
keep the coastguards from investigating too closely. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charmouth Watch-House 
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  The year 1875 was 
an eventful one for Edwin. 
In June he was married to 
Eliza Wilson the daughter 
of a shoemaker and 
hairdresser in Crediton. 
Eliza was recorded in the 
census four years earlier 
visiting a friend in Lyme 
Regis -maybe that is how 
she and Edwin met. Six 
weeks after the wedding, 
however, Edwin’s mother 
died and he returned to 
Charmouth for the funeral. 
Mary had suffered for many 
years from scrofula and a 
prolonged bout of diarrhoea  
     R e v e n u e  C u t t e r 

Pursuing A Smuggler               proved too much for her. 

 
In December of the same year Edwin’s father William caught a chill and fever 
which led to his death. Edwin was present at the time, and brother Charles 
returned from Southsea for the funeral. A third tragedy struck the family just 
four days after William’s death when Edwin and Charles’ sister Emily, aged 
34, died of heart failure. This time Charles took the responsibility of informing 
the registrar in Lyme while Edwin had to arrange a double funeral.   William  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charmouth Watch-House and Flag pole 
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and his daughter were buried together a few days  before Christmas in the 
same grave where Mary had been laid just four months earlier. The memorial 
stone is next to the church path in St Andrew’s churchyard .  
 The Charmouth connection did not come to an end with the triple 
burial; it was now Edwin and Eliza who moved into the cottage in Lower Sea 
Lane where he had lived as a teenager. William, Florence, Emily and Millie 
were born there over the next few years and christened at St Andrew’s. 
Edwin’s coastguard duties over this period were based at Chideock and Lyme 
Regis on Achilles, Warrior, and Resistance.  
In 1882 Edwin was transferred to HMS Hercules at Weymouth and the family 
left Charmouth for the last time, moving into one of the coastguard houses 
near the Nothe Fort overlooking Weymouth harbour. A fifth child, Charles 
(my grandfather) was born there in 1885.  
 Edwin later became the Chief Officer at the Kilkee coastguard station in 
County Clare, Ireland, and eventually retired to Dover in Kent, where he died 
in 1904. Eliza survived him by two decades. Of his children, William was 
drowned in an accident in the Solway Firth (the report in The Times 
misspelling the name as Bricknell this time), the three girls never married, and 
only Charles continued the family line. Edwins` line now extends to  two 
great-great grandchildren, three great-great-great grandchildren, and three 
(soon to become four) great-great-great-great grandchildren.  
 
              Simon Brickell 

    

“In memory of  
MARY ANN  

wife of  
WILLIAM BRICKELL  
who departed this life  

August 16th 1873  
aged 65 years  

Also of WILLIAM BRICKELL  
husband of the above  

who died Decr 13th 1875  
aged 79 years  

And of EMILY OVERALL  
BRICKELL  

who died Decr 16th 1875  
aged 34 years  

“I know that my Redeemer  
liveth”  



28 

 
Art  

Studio 
Charmouth Art 

01297 560044 

The Royal Oak 
The Street, Charmouth. 

Palmers Real ales 
Karen and Brian Prevett 

01297 560277 



Our Sponsors 
 

This list is of  those people and organisations who have given most  
generously in support of the Village Echo and the  Pavey Group. 

 
 

Mrs Joan Pavey 
Vi Hares  
Jo Musk 

Bill Gordge 
Peter Childs 
Ed Bowditch 
Richard Stirk 
David Bettes 
Dave Burgess 
Rosemary Earl 

Charmouth Fayre 
Michael Priestley 
Pat & John Stamp  
Gill & Roger Joye                 
Elaine & Rob Love  

Peter & Maggie Press 
Geoff & Pat Restorick   
David & Julie Renfrew 

Charmouth Companions 
Mallory & Pauline Hayter 

Ray & Rosalind, Stow House  
Malcolm & Heather Bowditch 

James & Valerie Hatcher, Ida`s 
Ian & Alison  Shilston, Morgans 

John & Joanne Brown, Street Studio  
 Karen & Brian Prevett, The Royal Oak                      

 Rosemary & Francis Lock,  Pharmacist   
 Dean & Marie Herbert, The George Inn  

 Peter Noel, Marshall Noel Accountants  
 Phil & Carol Tritton, Charmouth Stores  

 Nick & Sheila Gilbey The Abbots House 
Sue & Martin Harvey, Fish Bar & Seashells 
Theresa Noel, Fortnam: Smith and Banwell 

Caroline & John Davis, The Hensleigh Hotel 
Ian and Liz Simpson,  The White House Hotel 

Cathy Marchbank, Charmouth Property Management 
                 Mike Smith, Frampton, Smith & Partners, Accountants 
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MORGANS OF CHARMOUTH 
3-4 The Arcade , Charmouth, Dorset, DT6 6PU 

YOUR VILLAGE STORE 
    WITH A DIFFERENCE 

Hensleigh Hotel 
Licensed Restaurant 

Lower Sea Lane, Charmouth 
Morning Coffees, Cream Teas, 

Light Lunches, A La Cart Restaurant 
 

We aim to always use Fresh Local Produce 

We look forward to welcoming you soon! 
We're always happy to cater for your Special Occasion Meals or Buffets 

 

Reservations please call John or Caroline on 01297 560830 

C. & D.E. PATTIMORE 
Family Butcher 

 

The Street, Charmouth, Dorset. 
 

      Tel No :-  01297 561666 
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CHARMOUTH STORES 
Your 

NISA 
CONVENIENCE STORE 

Phil & Carol Tritton 

Tel:- 01297 560304 

CHARMOUTH FISH BAR 
  TAKE AWAY & 
  RESTAURANT 

 

  NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND 
 

  FOR DETAILS OF OPENING TIMES 
 

    Telephone : 01297 560220 

IDA`S COUNTRY  CORNER 
Local Arts & Crafts 

Tea Rooms 
   Second-hand Book Rooms  
Paper-backs and Hard-backs 

Bought and sold 
         

            Tel: 01297 560252 

MIKE BOWDITCH 
   

Builder and General 
Maintenance Work 

 

Tel : 01297 560129 

The George Inn 
16th Century Coach House 
Bar Snacks   -  Full Restaurant 

Real Ales 
Large Garden & play Area 

Sunday Lunch Carvery 
Dean & Marie Herbert 

FRANCIS LOCK 
M.R. PHARMS.S 

PHARMACIST 
CHARMOUTH 

Developing & Printing 
Kodak Films 

Toiletries & Cosmetics 

Tel :- 01297 560261 

D.COZENS 
Removals 

Delivery of any item or Part load 

34, Bridge Rd , Charmouth. 

 

Tel:- 01297 560773 

Charmouth Community Hall 
Is available for hire for receptions and functions of all sorts 

Sports :-Badminton Court, Soft Tennis 
Games:- Bingo is held on the 3rd Friday in the month. Eyes down at 7.30pm 

Drama :-Pantomime, Short Plays, Musicals,  Come along and join us.  

Phone Leslie Bowditch on 01297 560572 or 560962 

THE OLD FORGE FOSSIL SHOP 
 

15, Broad St., Lyme Regis, Dorset, DT7 3QE 
www.fossilshop.net 

 

FOSSILS, MINERALS,  
JEWELLERY AND  GIFTS 

 

Tel: 01297 445977 
Fax: 01297 445852 
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