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The first Village Echo for 2013, number 39, seems to have been well 
received, with no adverse comments. This edition, number 40, has only 
three articles but each one forms a beginning.  Each one will be continued 
in the next  edition. 
Please let us know what you think about the contents. If you have any 
reminiscences with a local theme, please do try your own hand at articles.  
All contributions will be welcomed! 
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Active Committee Members Needed for the 
Pavey Group (Charmouth Local History Society) 

 
In recent years we have had an active committee which has enabled the 
society to carry out almost a full programme. Due to a combination of 
circumstances, committee numbers have dwindled during the last year 
and we now find ourselves unable to guarantee that we will be able to 
function properly next year, that is, after the AGM in September.  We 
don't have enough committee members and "foot soldiers" - people to 
help set up meetings, make tea etc.  We may also need to fill one or two 
important officer and editorial positions, publicity, planning and so on.   

Many of you are regular attenders at the talks, and as a member you 
should have received your copy of Village Echoes 38 and 39.  Today’s 
issue is Echo 40.  The society though has another important purpose: to 
act as guardian of Charmouth's records, photographs and many unique 
artefacts.  

We know that we have an active and talented local readership: we need 
help from some of you, drawing on your creative energy and enthusiasm 
to preserve and record Charmouth's history and provide a forum for talks 
from the best local speakers. If you would like to know more, please get 
in touch. It would be best if you emailed the Secretary 
on secretary@thepaveygroup.co.uk  or leave a message on our phone, 
01297 561270. 

 
Russell Telfer 
Hon Secretary 
 

Annual General Meeting 
Monday 30th September 2013 

mailto:secretary@thepaveygroup.co.uk
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CHARMOUTH ~ 100 YEARS AGO  

This article is a shortened version of the talk that was given to the 
Pavey Group by Neil Mattingly and Chris Leverington in June 2012. 
A selection of the images that were used, accompany this article. The 
complete collection of over 200 pictures can be seen with other infor-
mation about Charmouth`s history on the website: freshford.com.  

I will try to create a picture of life in the village before the First World 
War, when most people lived and worked along the Street. I have con-
sulted the 1911 Census and Directories as well as the magnificent Note 
Books from the 1960`s compiled by local historian, Reginald Pavey. 
Thanks also to Ron Dampier, Ron Oxenbury, Mike Hendricks and 
Keith Wiscombe for kindly allowing me to use some of their old photo-
graphs.  
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The first Ordnance Survey map (previous page) shows clearly the long 
medieval plots stretching back along the main artery of the village. A few 
houses and farmsteads can be seen scattered amongst the surrounding 
roads and fields. It is astonishing to see that the boundary wall dating back 
to the 14th century can clearly be seen to the north of the Street and sec-
tions of the ditch on the buildings to the south.  
 
The Census and Electoral Rolls for 1911 detail each household and their 
occupations. They show that there were 167 dwellings, of which 27 were 
unoccupied, no doubt second homes, as exists today. The total population 
was 575, with 338 females and 237 males. 
 
We are fortunate that there is a Kelly's Directory for the same year, which 
provides a snapshot of Charmouth. (see next page) It shows us that there 
was an Omnibus to both Axminster and Bridport each day from the Coach 
and Horses. It was a thriving Village with a number of shops and 
tradesmen to cater for the wealthy residents who at that time lived in the 
large houses situated along the Street. There were also a number of 
apartments, which were popular with visitors in the summer months. The 
shops we see today were mainly built after 1931 and the top end of the 
town would be where residents at that time would do most of their 
shopping. 
   
From the information I have gathered I will make an attempt to show the 
buildings and people from a century ago. The pictures I have chosen 
should assist with this. I will look generally at the village, then focus in 
specific areas.  
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Extracts from Kelly’s Guide 
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Extracts from Kelly’s Guide 
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The road shown here led into Charmouth through the Devils Bellows. It 
was cut in 1826 as a link to Lyme Regis, as the old Roman and later 
Coaching road was steep and hazardous. But even in 1912 the papers 
referred to the terrible state of it. Finally, on 26th May 1924, it was closed 
to all traffic after a landslip. Old Lyme Road and Hill remain as a 
reminder to these lost routes.  

The famous railway engineer Sir John Hawkshaw over a few years 
bought up a large land holding both here and in Lyme Regis with the 
intention of building a Railway connecting the two towns with Bridport 
and Axminster. But it was turned down by Parliament and in 1867 he 
placed most of the village fields up for auction. Lily Farm failed to get its 
reserve and ownership stayed in the family until 1914.  
 
In 1898 the Lord of the Manor, Charles Coulton, who was a solicitor 
living in Kings Lynn, offered 55 plots in Higher Sea Lane up for auction. 
But only a few were sold. He tried again in 1904, but no one turned up for 
the auction. It was then sold off piecemeal and slowly the area was built 
on over the next century. The subsequent houses that were built during 
the next century were to form Higher Sea Lane.  



 

Page 9 

The photograph above is dated about 1912 and is taken from just above 
Stonebarrow Farm. There is a line of Elm trees along Lower Sea Lane 
leading to the School, the adjoining Alms houses and Coast Guard 
Cottages. On Higher Sea Lane, Soldiers Cottage had been built opposite 
Sea House, by then known as Gresham House. The scene is still very 
rural with the ancient open fields which once formed the Common still to 
be seen before being largely built on. 
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The Old Cement works (previous page) looks in a perilous state with 
great holes in the roof, the old chimney still surviving at that time. There 
are a number of Lerrets or Herring boats that operated from the beach. In 
the distance is Buglers Traction Engine with a large truck alongside it for 
the collection of shingle or stones to be crushed for lime. George Bugler 
lived at Grange House at the bottom of the Street. The engine would have 
been a familiar sight with a man in front carrying a red flag. 
 

 
This view shows Higher Sea Lane looking up to Gresham House the old-
est building in the Lane dating back to at least 1783 when it was owned 
by William Locke. On the left can be seen the bungalow that is Cove 
Cottage today. In the middle is Sanctuary Cottage. In the foreground are 
some of the Customs Officers who used the Look Out. Just behind the 
chap leaning on the fence is the Battery , a shed where the Ammunition 
for a 6 pounder gun was stored. Each day they would fire a shell at a 
target 400 yards out at sea, and when the sea was out would retrieve it. 
The entrance to Thalatta now stands on the site. The rough pathway 
shown led up to the roadway near where the entrance to Double Common 
is today. 
A Customs Officer can be seen here (previous page) by the Look Out 
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(built in 1804). They were quite numerous in the village and lived in two 
groups of cottages in Lower Sea Lane and at the bottom of the Street. It is 
a wonder what they found to do, with smuggling virtually gone by then.  

Above is a superb study of some of the old bathing machines. In the  
winter they were kept in the old Cement Works. Here they can be seen 
with the horses that were used to pull them out into the sea. It was the 
custom for women to use the bathing machines and the men went to 
another part of the beach. As the number of visitors increased, bathing 
tents replaced them. These were operated by the Hunter Family who had 
long been fishermen in the area. Tom Hunter was for many years a 
familiar figure on the beach.  
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This unusual view of Charmouth`s coast shows a view that disappeared a 
century ago. In the distance can be seen a structure known as the Jubilee 
Shelter, built in 1897. Sadly there are no traces today of it. It would have 
stood at the top of what is today the Car Park by the present bridge that 
crosses the river there. This area has changed dramatically as at the time 
of its construction the River Char formed an Ox bow with an earlier 
wooden footbridge crossing the bend in the river near the Cement Works 
(Heritage Centre). This would have taken visitors over to a piece of land 
known as “the Spit” to the East Cliff. It had been the site for two 24 
pounders and one 64 pounder guns that were fired periodically by the  
local Volunteers to a target consisting of a barrel with a flag on it out to 
sea. They stored their ammunition in a brick building nearby known as 
“the Battery”. When the Volunteers were disbanded in 1895 their Band 
was retained and the building became redundant. Rather than leaving it 
empty it was decided to convert it into a shelter to mark the Jubilee. 
In 1904 a passage was cut to be known after the contractor as “Hodders 
Gap” which cut off the bow and gave the river a straight shorter passage 
to the sea. Unfortunately, the river rapidly enlarged its passage at the New 
Cut, by eating away the sward until it reached and undermined the 
Shelter, which totally disappeared. The accompanying photo shows John 
Hodder and assistant at work on the cutting.  
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John Hodder and assistant at work on the cutting 

Lower Sea Lane looking towards The Street 
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The photograph of the Common, above, was taken by James Harrison 
from the Rectory. In the foreground is the Rectory garden and the field 
belonging to the Elms, beyond that is Single Common. In the distance is 
the School and Alms houses on Lower Sea Lane. The wall of the Customs 

Another rural idyll is depicted on the previous page with this view of 
Lower Sea Lane looking towards the Street. On the right are the Alms-
houses , which had been built on this spot in 1868 by a Mrs Stuart, who 
lived at The Court. Her house had faced on to an ancient alms house, 
which was in very bad state of repair. So she had it pulled down and 
stables and Coach House were built on the site. To compensate for the 
loss of the alms house, she purchased a small piece of land, in Lower Sea 
Lane , on which was a cow shed belonging to John Hodges a butcher, and 
built two alms houses to accommodate six people. They were 
subsequently sold and were renamed 'Hall View".  
 
The next building that comes into view was the school whose foundation 
stone was laid by Mrs. Breton, wife of the rector on 25th Aug. 1869. 
Thomas Tarr in his diary noted that all the shops were shut for the 
occasion. In 1870 on June 27th. work began in the new building. In 1878 
H.L.Jones became its Headmaster. A new class room was built in 1881 
and the school enlarged in 1891. The two cloakrooms were added and 
infants’ room enlarged in 1904. The playground was opened in 1926 
when the land belonging to the church was sold. 
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Officers’ Houses can be seen to the right. This group of cottages were let 
to them at that time but had formerly been the New Inn run by George 
Paine. The outbuilding was his Skittle Alley and was later used to store 
ammunition. The foreground today is where the Car Park and St Andrews 
Drive were built. 

The Flower Show and Fete was held annually in the field in Lower Sea 
Lane on the south side of the Almshouses (Hall View). In the distance is 
the outline of Sunnyside. It was owned, by the baker, Frank Coles, who 
was a member of the church Choir and Churchwarden for many years. 
His wife and her sister looked after the shop, and he drove his van 
delivering . Then the shop was destroyed by fire in 1894, Coles at once 
began to build another to take its place. The result was "Sunnyside" 
afterwards named "Devon Edge". The Charmouth Volunteer Band can be 
seen in the foreground in their uniforms. 
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One area of the village that has changed very little are the Tennis Courts 
which were started about 1880 by General Eliot and George Pavey, father 
of Reginald, and are still going strong today. The Whittington sisters - 
Beryl, Winnie, Dorothy and Joan virtually controlled the club for many 
years as well as run a small preparatory school in Little Lodge adjoining 
the Limes, where they lived. This is a wonderful candid shot of a gentle-
man in full flight during the Charmouth Tournament in August 1908. 
 

Neil Mattingly 

CHARMOUTH 
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Preamble to Tales of Old Charmouth 
…..from the 1947 Publication….. 

The Pavey Group does NOT vouch for its accuracy! 
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Tales of Old Charmouth 
 

M Lovett Turner and W D Starke 

THOSE who know Charmouth intimately will disagree with Sir Frederick 
Treves' description of it as being " a place of little interest and small sim-
plicity " . Apart from its historical associations - and they are manifold  - 
the views to be seen on every side alone would refute the charge. 

From the top of the village one can see the little grey road running down 
to the river, then mounting valiantly up the hill, to be lost in the mists of 
Morecombelake. The rounded humps of Lambert's Castle, Conig and 
Catherston guard it to the north, with the sister hills of Lewesdon and 
Pillesdon overshadowing the Vale of Marshwood in the distance.  
Fishponds and No Man's Land are allied to Morecombelake, with Stone-
barrow and Golden Cap, the highest cliff on the south coast, stretching to 
the sea. To the west, the crumbling cliff is skirted by the Old Lyme Road, 
marching ever upward to gaze down upon the little town of Lyme Regis. 
The Axminster Road dives adventurously through the tunnel at This-
tlegate, to pass alongside one of the finest valleys in Dorset, where Monk-
ton Wylde plays hide and seek amongst the trees. 

Conig or King's Castle, as its name implies, is said to have been 
the headquarters of King Egbert when he fought his brave, but losing bat-
tle against the Danes on Charmouth beach in 833. It is a prehistoric 
earth‑ work, with much of its ancient history still to be unfolded. Lam-
bert's Castle, also dating from the days of prehistory, is better known for 
the annual horse races that keep green the memory of its medieval fair. 

No Man's Land is the name given to a few acres behind Morcombelake 
where once a certain Lord Poulett and an ancestor of Cardinal Weld met 
to fix the boundary line. It was far from being a satisfactory meeting for 
the argument waxed so fierce and strong that it ended in a duel, and the 
boundary was never fixed - hence its name. 
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Morecombelake, 296 feet above sea level, has a small retiring church set 
on a hill-side, and is the home of the famous Knob Biscuits. At the old 
Ship Inn the judges used to stay when journeying to the Western Assizes, 
and the flying coaches slept there on their fifth day's journey from 
London. Post horses were changed in Charmouth at another old inn 
rebuilt in 1882 and aptly called the Coach and Horses. An amusing story 
is told of two post boys arguing as to who should drive the next carriage 
and return with the post horses. Tongues and fist did their share and the 
argument raged for so long that a third boy had time to drive the carriage 
under dispute and return before the fight was over. 

beneath Golden Cap. He vowed he would build a church at the near-
est spot in gratitude to God for his deliverance. A pious vow but, we 
fear, with little truth for its foundation. 
Stonebarrow may, or may not be the burial place of a prehistoric people. 
It probably is, for men from those uncharted days lived all around, leav-
ing their tools and implements to be unearthed by later generations. Many 
cleverly fashioned flints have been found at Hawkchurch and one, at 
least, at Hogchester today a thriving farm with a conventional reputation. 
A golden rod, with a  nob at the end, was also found at Hogchester, simi-
lar to one found at Uplyme in 1917.similar to one found at Uplyme in 

The Wind Rushes Through At the base of Golden Cap is the  

site of an old, forgotten vil-
lage, Stanton St. Gabriel. A farm 
house and one or two cottages are all 
that remain to-day. The church has 
practically disappeared; only rem-
nants of doorways and windows are 
to be seen and, where the altar once 
stood, wild flowers have found a 
birthplace. 

Legend tells of a saintly man who 
was   shipwrecked  on   the  shore 
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1917. It was fourteen inches long and rather more 
than an eighth of an inch in diameter. George 
Roberts, in his History of Lyme Regis published 
in 1826 says: 

"Conjecture has assigned them to the Druids, as 
used in their mysterious rites." As both the golden 
rods seem to have been sold to a watchmaker in 
Axminster and put in the melting pot, no one 
can contradict his vague and picturesque state-
ment. 

Cain's Folly is the name given to a clump of 
trees on Stonebarrow which is slowly disap-

pearing as the cliff crumbles and falls. The name is said to have clung to 
it from the time when a man named Cain hanged himself from one of the 
trees —a foolish act indeed. A more likely derivation would connect it 
with Stonebarrow as being the site of a cairn, or heap of stones placed 
over the grave of a chieftain's grave. 

        When speaking of West Cliff one feels on surer ground, though 
not literally, for many landslides have narrowed the fields and 
rendered the coast road unsafe. The New Road, or Broken Road as it is 
familiarly called today, was only made in 1824. It was a great achieve-
ment, for it opened the way for coaches to call at Lyme on their journey 
from London to Exeter. Previously the only thoroughfare had been a 
field path along the cliff,  the old Lyme road which joins the Roman road 
completely ignoring the town by passing behind Galway on its weary 
tramp to Cornwall. 

The year after the completion of the New Road, during one of the wettest 
seasons ever known, the valley began to subside and, to the consternation 
of all who had helped pay for it, the road sank with it. However, little 
damage was done and a few pounds restored it to use again. A century 
later, in May, 1924, another landslide ended its career for ever. A few 
venturesome folk risked walking along the narrow ledge that remained 
until, finally, that too disappeared, leaving only an undisturbed solitude 
beloved by all wild creatures. 

It was the force of the wind rushing through the new cutting that gave it 

The Devil’s Bellows 
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the name of the Devil's Bellows, though Roberts, when writing about it, 
more politely compared it with the famous Bellows Passage in North 
America, and discreetly ignored its more popular name! 

The Old Roman Road is a branch of the famous Icknield Street. At Dor-
chester it diverged, one branch passing through Chideock and down 
Stonebarrow Lane. Somewhere in, or near Charmouth it once more di-
verged, one portion going over Greenway Head to Axminster, the other 
passing over Badehorn, Colway and Clappentail Lane to Sidmouth. 

Stumps of the old turnpike gates have been found at the top of the village, 
together with a coin of the time of George III and, at the bottom of the 
village the old bridge reminds the passers by that anyone damaging it will 
be transported for life — a reminder of the days when property was of 
more value than a man's life. 

                            F r o m  Tal e s  o f  Ol d  C harm o ut h   
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Charmouth School  by John Broadhurst 
Part One 

The Old and (Not so Old) School Buildings 

The building, below, was not the first on this site. The Ordnance Survey 
map of 1841 shows the school in this position. It is referred to as a 
National School in church registers, but in the early days the school was 
regularly inspected by the Rector and his wife suggesting that it might 
have originally been a church school. The first building was two storey 
with the Head teacher living on the ground floor with the schoolroom 
above. Mr W H Howard, H.M.I. stated in 1866 that the school building 
was becoming totally inadequate. They moved out of that building on 25th 
June 1869 and moved into part of the Lodge at the end of Lower Sea 
Lane. The foundation stone for the new school was laid on 26th August 
1869 by Mrs Breton, the Rector’s wife. All the shops in the village closed 
for the day to celebrate. They moved into the new building, below, on 
June 27th 1870. It did not then have the extension that later was used for 
the girls cloakroom and staffroom. There are no old photos of the back of 
the school, but the Log Book states that an additional classroom was add-
ed in 1881 at a cost of £350. This enabled the school to take 140 
children. 
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In September 1971 work started on the construction of a staff toilet and 
the conversion of the boys’ cloakroom into a staffroom. Unfortunately the 
staff toilet addition was not in keeping with the original building. (See 
below.) This was the first part to be demolished when the building was 
converted into dwellings. The large area in the middle of the main build-

ing, which measured 
950 square feet, was 
originally split into 
two classrooms and 
therefore PE could 
only take place out-
side. Indoor PE was 
made particularly dif-
ficult after a glass 
partition was erected 
in October 1925.  
Even as late as July 

1963 the H.M.I.s report states that the large room cannot be used for PE 
partly because of the immobility of the screen, which can only be moved 
by the caretaker, and partly because the locker desks were too heavy to 
move and couldn’t be stacked. The desks were presumably the dual ones 
with cast iron frames. 

From January 1964 the Youth Club Hall was used for 1 hour a day for PE 
and dancing. Later, with the introduction of the additional classroom and 
the temporary buildings in 1970, the hall, as it became, was used for 
many activities including PE, school assemblies, lunches, Under 5’ Group 
and many others.  

In March 1978 a climbing 
frame was installed in the hall 
and PE mats and other gym-
nastic equipment were stored 
in a wooden shed just outside 
the North East door.  

 

Towards the New 
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The photo shows the roof of the PE equipment shed between the main 
building and the girls’ outside toilets. On 1st February 1983 when a new 
fence was being erected between the school house garden and the girls’ 
toilet a huge hole was discovered under the path leading to the toilets 
caused, over the years, by faulty plumbing. Two cubic metres of concrete 
was needed to fill the hole. It was fortunate that the hole was discovered 
before the path collapsed. 

 The photo was taken from the school house garden. This picture also 
shows the classroom that was added at the rear of the main building in 
1881 following an H.M.I. Report of 30th April 1880 that ‘another class-
room and lights in the roof were much needed’. The sky lights weren’t 
fitted until 4th September 1908.  

The School Meals service started in November 1943. A mobile canteen 
brought hot meals from the 
Bridport Centre until March 
1953 when they came from 
Lyme Regis. These were 
eaten in the classrooms. 
From September 1946, 
when 50 children were tak-
ing lunches, until November 
1959 school lunches were 
taken in Church Hall Club 
Room, opposite the school, 
but numbers fell so low 

there were no longer enough to warrant hiring the Hall. From this time 
until May 1970, when the children moved into temporary classrooms, 
meals were taken in the classrooms. In the bad winter of 1978 when 
meals couldn’t reach the school from Lyme Regis, pasties were brought 
in from the local bakery, much to the delight of the few children present. 

In April 1980 the price of school dinners was increased to 45p causing 
many children to bring a packed lunch. From September 1980 school 
lunches ceased to be provided in any Dorset Primary School. 
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  The central heating boiler in the corner, (previous picture) originally 
solid fuel, was installed in June 1960 and updated in January 1973. It 
was converted to gas in September 1977. Prior to this the school was 
heated by solid fuel stoves which must have been very labour intensive 
because in May 1947 the cleaner resigned because of heavy work con-
nected to the stoves. It was suggested then that they should be converted 
to gas, but in July 1949 new stoves were fitted because gas was deemed 
too expensive at £200. 

The display boarding on the wall, to show off the children’s work, was 
paid for by the PTA and 
erected by parents and staff 
in July 1977, and in Septem-
ber shelving was installed 
on the North wall of the hall 
for a reference library. In 
March 1993 the Library was 
reclassified in the Dewey 
system by Mrs Wiscombe. 

The lunches were held in 
two sittings, the younger 
children first. The tables 

used for the lunches had to be stacked along the sides of the hall. Dinner 
ladies put out the tables before lunch, assisted the children during their 
meal and cleared away afterwards. They also supervised the children on 
the playground during the lunch hour. A member of the teaching staff 
was also on duty while the children were eating their lunches. 

The hall was also used daily for school assemblies. These took place 
first thing every morning and had a moral or religious theme with a talk 
or story followed by a hymn and prayers taken by members of staff or 
occasionally a visiting speaker. One morning a week there was a hymn 
practice which the children and the staff thoroughly enjoyed. This was 
the last assembly held in the old building and gives a good view of the 
hall showing how the tables were stacked in readiness for lunches and 
other activities. It also shows the hatch at the far end between the kitch-
en and the hall which was installed in June 1979. 
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In January 1950 washbasins were fitted in the 
cloakrooms, but hot water wasn’t 
installed until November 1964. The girls’ cloak-
room, on the left, was also used as overflow stor-
age for PE equipment. The main door into the 
school building for visitors was through this 
cloakroom. The boys’ cloakroom (below) was 
very cramped which made for difficulties on wet 
days. 

The door in the South 
East corner of the hall 
lead into the classroom 

and from there into the boys’ cloakroom. Un-
fortunately the classroom became a passage for 
people going from the hall to the temporary 
classrooms. 

The door on the right of the picture below lead 
into the staff toilet which was constructed in 
September 1971. Electricity was installed in 
March 1972 enabling the staff to have use of a 

fridge and tea making 
facilities. At one time this was also used as an 
office for the secretary who was appointed in 
October 1968 for 2 hours a week. These hours 
were increased to five and a half in September 
1969. 

Also leading off the hall was a kitchen with a 
hatch for serving lunches. The hatch, along with 
a sterilising sink, was installed in June 1979 only 
to become obsolete when lunches were stopped 
in September 1980. When school meals ceased 

the kitchen became a storage area for much of the equipment needed for 
the Under 5’ Group. An electric cooker was also installed to allow classes 
to have cooking lessons. This room had also originally been used as a 
staffroom. 
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This was the last assembly held in the old building and gives a good view 
of the hall showing how the tables were stacked in readiness for lunches 
and other activities. It also shows the hatch at the far end between the 
kitchen and the hall which was installed in June 1979. 

The hall originally had a semi permanent sliding glass partition across the 
middle dividing it into two separate classrooms. In April 1976 when the 
hall was no longer needed for classrooms a curtain was fitted to allow bet-
ter TV viewing at the North end. The first television, a 23 inch Baird, had 
been purchased in January 1965. The curtain also created an extension 
area for the top junior classroom. Lighting in the three original class-
rooms must have been poor, because in November 1964 10 extra lights 
were fitted taking the number from 4 to 14. 

The classroom off the main hall was comparatively small, 400 square 
feet. The maximum number of children in this class was 26 leaving little 
room for movement. It was usual to have the older children in this room, 
but that was sometimes governed by the number of pupils in the top year. 
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It was always better to have the top year all together in one room, because 
of the separate activities solely for them, so if the number was more than 
26 one of the temporary classrooms had to be used. 

This picture shows the 
classroom and was 
taken during a wet 
lunchtime when the 
children stayed in their 
classrooms and played 
games. It also shows 
the locker type desks 
that the children pre-
ferred because they 
could keep all their 
belongings in one 
place. They also took 
up less space and 

eliminated children’s excuse to wander around the room unnecessarily. 
Prior to November 1972 the Head teacher had lived in the school house. 
After that it was used for valuable office and storage space. The picture 
below shows the front room which was originally used for remedial 
groups once night store heaters had been installed in September 1973. It 
later became the television room. It was also used for peripatetic music 
tuition, medicals, 
small groups and 
Governors and 
PTA meetings. It 
also housed the 
photocopier!  



 

Page 30 

The French window 
opened out from the TV 
room onto a small 
grassed area which was 
rarely used. Surround-
ing the French window 
of the school house was 
a beautiful Albertine 
rose which bloomed all 
Summer. This thrived 
despite the fact that it 
received no attention at 
all except to stop it 

growing over the French window, as it is doing in this picture. 

There were two other 
rooms on the ground 
floor. The room which 
had been a dining room 
and looked out onto 
Lower Sea Lea was the 
Head teacher’s office 
(below). This was 
shared with the school 
secretary for a time, but 
this proved unsatisfacto-
ry, because of the need 
for confidential meet-
ings to be held in the room, so the furniture in the old kitchen was re-
moved and the room converted into an office. As there was a hatch 
through into the Head’s office it was an ideal solution.  

The telephone, which had only been installed in the school in September 
1968, was extended into both offices. A security alarm system was fitted 
in October 1983. 

There were three upstairs rooms in the school house. These were left emp-
ty until 1977 when it was decided to use the space for storage. The school 
stationary stock was kept there as well as costumes and scenery used in 
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Christmas Productions, Open Assemblies 
and Leavers’ Concerts.  

In October 1988 the bath, toilet and sink 
were removed from the school house bath-
room and the room converted into an office 
for the Deputy Head teacher.   > 

 

………  to be continued ….. 

We are grateful to John Broadhurst for providing us with this detailed 
history.  He lives locally, having taught nearly all the village’s youngsters 
of the 1970s, 80s and 90s. John remains an authority on life in the  
village during that time. 
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