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Editorial 

 

Neil Mattingly’s remarkable research efforts are little short of 
astonishing! Neil has   shown a terrier’s instinct for retrieving data from all 
manner of sources. These extend beyond both the Dorset and Devon Record 
Offices, where he is well known as a regular customer now, but in a diversity 
of other talents including interviewing local folk on specific subjects, from 
libraries, the web, and notably to auctions where he is known to bid for 
obscure volumes where information might be found. It is his energies and the 
distances covered in these quests that mark the nature of his enthusiasms.  In 
this issue he tells of the Lords of the Manor – this is due to be developed into a 
fuller history this summer. Quite remarkable! 

I have been asking questions about Percy Smith for many years. He 
was a positive presence in Charmouth from the day of his return from the 
trenches in 1919 but his image was not always viewed positively. He died in 
1964; I wish I had known him. 

The other article of mine dates to the middle of the 19th century. 
Naturally I think the story interesting, as I had known of the Rev. Francis 
Orpen Morris’s reputation for over forty years. His family lived in Charmouth 
for over twenty years and it was here that Francis and younger brother 
Beverley developed their observational skills. Little did I know that his 
scientific distinctions were founded in the Charmouth area. 

I regret having to have written two topics in this issue. Time was a 
factor. This was so in the light of the need explained by the insert within this 
issue. Please give the matter thought…. 

          
          The Ed. 

 

 

 
Please appreciate that nominations for the Chairmanship for the 

Pavey Group will not be taken from floor of the AGM on Thursday 
October 7

th
.  It is imperative that a person so proposed would have to be 

made aware of the nature of the role of Chairman before an appointment 
can be finalised. An interview would be necessary for that purpose. Please 
refer to the enclosed Proposal form. 

 

           
          The Ed. 
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Percy Hildyard Smith 

 
                  I regret I never knew Percy Smith - he died long before I came to 
the village, nevertheless it wasn’t long before his name became very familiar 
to me. It became habit – for which I always apologised - to badger locals by 
asking  their recall of events and particularly of people of an earlier time. By 
and large, those I asked were pleased to tell of folk they remembered often 
describing individuals – with emphasis - by the phrase ‘Oh, he (or she) was a 
real character!’ The term was very much a plus sign for the one being 
described, but there had to be other qualities implied  within the term. I gained 
an impression that a character was someone who ‘stood out’ from a group in 
some way, by displaying special qualities such as their warmth, friendliness 
and good nature. There might have been a distinctive qualities in speech, 
appearance or  manner, even  and with an engaging ‘oddness’ perhaps. These 
were some of the commonly expressed positive characteristics of ‘character’ – 
all the plusses:  but there was another side to the coin. 
 Percy Smith was very well remembered - but not for too many of those 
benign images expressed above. Even after a half a century since his death, 
Percy is remembered as a powerful man, almost a menance.  There were 
reasons. 
 What follows is a history of  a local family whose lives spanned much 
of the second half of the 19th century and the first half of the 20th. It tells of 
three village lads who were subjected to far greater forces than those normally 
experienced or understood in village life in those times. The main character is 
Percy Hildyard Edwin Smith the youngest of the boys - the one who returned 
to Charmouth in 1919 to spend the rest of his life here. It is his story and of his 
steps to come to terms with a less than brave New World. 
  The grandparents of Percy were Henry Smith, a master baker of Lyme, 
his wife Mary of Charmouth. The parents of three brothers were: Harry Smith 
1856 – 1921, a painter, and Lucy Smith (nee Stamp) 1855 – 1902. From the 
information on the Birth, Death and Marriage certificates it suggests that the 
Smiths were all in the employ of the Hildyard family at the Manor, Catherston 
Leweston. 

 
The boys were: 
 
 Henry (Harry) William Hugh, Born 31st May 1880.        Catherston Leweston 
 Bertram Frederick Hensleigh, Born 24th January 1886    Charmouth 
 Percy Hildyard Edwin, Born 17th October 1890               Charmouth? 
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Little is known of the childhood of the boys. It is known that as the 
family grew, the Hildyards gave the young family a cottage on Higher Sea 
Lane — then known as Roberts Cottage. Harry William evidently took an 
apprenticeship as carpenter and Percy became a gardener. 

 
 
 

 
The Smith Family 

L to R :- Harry, Harry William, Bertram Frederick, Lucy, Percy Hildyard 
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Bertram,  the middle son's record is somewhat clearer – he joined the 
Army. He enlisted in the 1st Battalion of the Dorsetshire Regiment at 
Dorchester at the age of 19 in 1905. He was in Poona, India in 1906 and in 
1914, with the outbreak of the Great War, the 1st battalion of the Regiment was 
sent to France. The Dorsetshires were immediately in action in The Retreat 
from Mons. Bertram died of wounds on the 19th September 1914. His grave is 
at Bethune Military Cemetery. 

On June 3rd 1913, Harry aged 31 and Percy 21 sailed from Bristol to 
Montreal, Canada, aboard the SS Royal Edward among 1136 other passengers, 
mostly of emigrants seeking a new life.  (With the outbreak of war a year later, 
the Royal Edward became a troopship. She was sunk with enormous loss of life 
in the Aegean on the way to Gallipoli in 1915). 

Upon arrival in Montreal the boys separated. Harry did not continue 
the journey west with his brother and contact was lost—it is not known where 
he settled. Percy took the epic train journey across the Canada through forest 
and prairies to Alberta, the province on the east flank of the Rockies. He was 
known to have been in Medicine Hat, a town at the foot of the foothills of the 
Rockies on the bank of the Saskatchewan River. It was whilst here in the 
summer of 1914 that news was heard of the outbreak of the Great War in 
Europe. It was at ‘The Hat’ that he signed Attestation Papers confirming Percy 
had enlisted in what was to become the Canadian Expeditionary Force. 

R.M.S. The Royal Edward, 1913 



 
Percy Smith.  

31st Battalion, Alberta Regiment,  

Canadian Expeditionary Force 1915 

6 
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In those days of Empire, the response to the call-to-arms was 
immediate. By early 1915 every   Canadian province had mustered and trained 
as elements of a volunteer army, to form two divisions that were sent to fight 
in France and Belgium; this they did with great distinction. It is estimated that 
over 450,000 Canadian volunteer soldiers fought in the trenches alongside 
British, Australian, New Zealand and contingents from every other member 
country of the Empire.  It is estimated that nearly 70% of the volunteers in 
Canada were of British birth or origin, most of whom had immigrated to 
Canada during the first decade of the 20th century. (Another statistic shows 
that over a 1.3 million emigrants left the British Isles between 1900 and 1910).  
With a population of just over 7 million in 1914, 600,000 donned uniform for 
war service. Of the 450.000 Canadian youngsters in the trenches – over 60,000 
of them were left dead in France & Flanders between 1914 – 1918. 
 Percy joined the 31st Battalion - the Alberta Regiment  - at the 
headquarters in Calgary and after training in the Prairies and in Quebec the 
battalion sailed to England. The Force was put under canvas at Shorncliffe in 
Kent for more training; and then to France. For the next four years there 
followed the systematic and premeditated slaughter of men on a scale that 
defies belief. It is the milestones, or more appropriately the gravestones in all 
those military cemeteries that record the Allied progress of battles across 
France and Belgium with such terrible names: Ypres 1915 – 18, the Somme 
1916, Vimy Ridge 1917, and Passchendaele 1917. In the final year of the war, 
there were three more no less bloody offensives at Arras, Amiens, and 
Cambrai before the Armistice was signed.. The 31st Battalion of the CEF 
fought in every one of these bloody encounters and Percy Smith was in every 
one.  Percy was wounded in one of the later battles but there are no details of 
the severity of the wound. He did however return for the final battle at 
Cambrai in the last weeks of the war. 
 The Canadian Army awarded wound pensions as did all the other 
British and Empire elements. The amount of pension was calculated on the 
severity of the wound. As an example, another of Percy’s company was hit 
with shell fragments in the face and hands and received a shattered shoulder. 
He did not return to action and was invalided out of the army. This man, 
Donald Fraser*, was given a 30% disability pension of $180 per annum and a 
one-off $35 clothing allowance. It was known that Percy received a pension 
but not of the amount. 
 There was a distinction for Percy revealed in the official history of the 
31st Alberta Regiment following the successful capture of Vimy Ridge. After 
the assault the survivors came out of the trenches to a rest area behind the 
lines. For recreation, after delousing and clean uniforms, the battalion rifle 
competitions were held. (A busman’s holiday).   Percy is shown in the official 



history as being in the winning B company team. 
Percy’s great distinction was his award of the Military Medal. On a 

small piece of paper in his records, was found the following notation: 
 

     79980,  Pte.  Smith. P.     Alberta Regt. 31Bn. 
       Military Medal.                1-9-18.  2nd. Div; 4276 

                                         24.1.19             L.G.31142. 
This reads as:  Private Percy Smith won his M.M. on the 1st September 1918 

                      and it was presented with the medal on 24th January 1919. 
  
 At the Battle of Cambrai, the 31st Battalion CEF, was among British 
and Empire forces in the last   major assault of the Great War. Between 
August 22nd and October 11th I918  In this assault,  the total Canadian 
casualties of this battle were: 1,544 Officers killed and wounded. 

 29,362 Other Ranks killed and wounded 
( Percy was there) 

 
Of brother Harry, there is no record of where he went in Canada nor 

where he enlisted, but it is known that in 1914, he enlisted in the Canadian 
Army as a Trooper in the 3rd Canadian Mounted Rifles. It is shown on a 
marriage certificate that Harry returned to England on leave from the front 
and on July 11th 1915, married Louisa Gale in Launceston. A son was born 
on April 1917, christened Lewis John. From this point there is no record of 
contact with Harry - it is not known if he returned to Canada or if his 
descendants are still in Cornwall. However, on another imperfectly 
duplicated document it reveals that in 1919 Harry wrote to the War Office to 
request his brother Bertram’s 1914 Star. The medal was sent to him.  The 
receipt reads: “1914 Star” Granted in Respect of the Service of the late 
No.7539 Pte. B. F. Smith Date April 14th 1919. There is a copy of another 
official document again showing Harry’s signature, acknowledging the 
receipt of a second distinction – it was for the clasp to his brother’s 1914 
Star” dated April 18th 1921. It is evident from these two receipts that Harry 
had written for his brother’s 1914 Star in 1919 and in 1921 had written again 
for the clasp for the same medal. The clasp was a great distinction showing 
that Bertram was an Old Contemptible - Kaiser  Wilhelm’s term for the 
small British Regular Army - that was virtually wiped out in 1914 in the 
Retreat from Mons. The Br itish were attempting to hold the massive 
German advance of 1914. Bertram was in the 1st Battalion of the Dorsetshire 
Regiment and was killed on the 19th October 1914. The important question 
this poses, is whether Harry applied for his brother’s 1914 medal and clasp 
from a UK address or from Canada. (Another quest). 
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Percy did not return to Canada. He came home to England on leave 
while still in the army and on December 2nd he married May Belben from 
Burbage in Wiltshire; but there is no record as to where it took place or the 
date. 
 Following the Armistice on November 11th 1918, the 31st Battalion 
became part of the Occupation Force  and were required to cross the German 
border as part of the victorious army’s Watch on the Rhine.  In  the following  
March of 1919 the official history says that the disbandment of the battalion 
was commencing. It stated that 250 men who wished to be demobilised 
elsewhere other than in Alberta, Canada, were posted to other  Canadian 
units still in France. It is almost certain that Percy would have been among 
that group - he had recently married and obviously wished to return to 
Charmouth. 

The battalion without Percy departed Liverpool May 19th on the SS 
Cedric, arriving at Halifax. on the 27th May. The train took five days to reach 
Calgary arriving on 1st June. At the Armouries, demobilisation was rapidly 
completed and before nightfall of June 31st 1919 the 31st Battalion of the 
Canadian Expeditionary Force had ceased to exist. 

Percy arrived in Charmouth sometime in 1919. There is speculation 
as to where Percy and May lived when Percy came home. There is a 
Walditch address that could have been accommodation for returning 
servicemen. His first job was as rural postman at that address. There was also 
another possibility of their living at the family address at Barrack Cottage 
(Roberts Cottage)? on Higher Sea Lane. Percy and May’s son Victor was 
born there on the 22nd March 1920. 

Percy bought land on Lower Sea Lane and built Hensleigh for £600 
in 1926. (The name a dedication to his brother?) The house still exists within 
the ‘core’ of the Hensleigh Hotel. The property extended to the lane at the 
bottom of the plot that can be seen today. Here he kept turkeys, chicken, 
goats and a milk cow. He took a variety of jobs but his great love was his 
boats and fishing, His boats were kept on the beach and in the summer he 
would take out tourist on fishing trips or just for rides along the shore. 
Percy’s wife May, died in 1941. Percy’s son Victor and his wife Jean lived at 
Hensleigh and grandson Alan was born there in 1947. Percy eventually sold 
Hensleigh, but kept the lot at the back of the house and bought the end 
Coastguard Cottage next door. He married again I am told, to a lady named 
Grace York. Nothing reaches down the years of his domestic life other than 
of his great joy later with grandchildren Alan and Janet. Jean Smith, his 
daughter-in-law tells of the warmth of the domestic Percy. 
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Percy on the beach at Charmouth 
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Percy preferred his own company, for evident reasons. His deafness 
was a primary reason — another legacy of the trenches. Consequently it was 
said that people found him ‘difficult to approach’. This fact, and a grimness of 
his expression might account for much of his image. Other observations are all 
negatives: he gave the impression of aggressiveness; was described, as being 
quick to anger and that ‘one would not have crossed him’, were other 
judgements. Consequently people were wary of him. He was a ‘loner’. 

Some observations were hardly justified: the fact that he was a 
fisherman, and rarely seen without his flat cap and always wore a dark blue 
sweater and had bare feet. ‘Scruffiness’ was implied:  it was said that he lived 
on the beach. Senior members of the village, when boys, lived in fear of him 
especially when they were playing near his boats. Jeff Stork recalls the 
occasion when Percy fired a blast from a shotgun over the heads of a group of 
lads as a means of discouraging them from messing about in his boats. 

Another matter involving boats was with his great rival on the beach, 
Barney Hansford. Barney had the café at the end of the old cement factory and 
the little kiosk on the other side of the river. It is said that Barney put a 
temporary structure across the river so that he could drive across to the kiosk. 
This in effect closed the river for Percy’s boats and a confrontation was 
inevitable. Depending on who is telling the story, Percy was pushed, or thrown 
in the river. It is also said that it took two of them to do it. 

It is true that many of these ‘recalls’ cast Percy in a poor light, but 
another aspect of his character is revealed in Keith Grinter’s fishing story 
when he used to help Percy. It was his custom to call upon young Keith, to 
help with the fishing. When the fish were landed, Percy doled out the catch 
scrupulously by saying to Keith, ‘One for you, one for me and one for the 
boat’. 

Socially Percy knew many folk but was not known to have a 
particular friend. He liked his pint at the Coach and Horses where he was a 
regular member of the Skittles team. He also had the reputation as ‘being able 
to make wine out of anything’ in his shed. Another talent - popular and brief - 
was when the American lads were in the village prior to D Day. The G.I.s  
were not issued liquor. Percy turned to yet another talent by keeping a still in 
his shed where he refined a Charmouth Moonshine. It is said there was a brisk 
trade. 

My favourite of the Percy stories is of the ‘Lion’s Tale’. In the last 
issue of the Village Echo No34, I wrote on the recently discovered newspaper 
article of an escaped lion at Lily Farm. The story tells of a menagerie on the 
way to Lyme in 1928, that broke down on Fern Hill. A caged lion fell off a 
trailer and smashed into a tree at the bottom of the hill and the lion escaped. 
Attempts by locals to shoot the beast with shotguns and 22s failed. The lion 
was eventually discovered in a vegetable patch at Lily Farm, and it was Percy   
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the rural postman, who stalked the peppered beast to the barn and had the guts 
to get near enough to put the animal out of its misery - with a .45 service 
revolver. (A souvenir from  the trenches no doubt). 

 Some of the negative opinions handed down of the dread Percy 
might well have had the taste of sour grapes about them; other stories might 
have suffered from the frequent re-telling that led to an over dramatised or 
exaggerated version of the tale as happens to stories frequently told, to colour 
the image of Percy. Those who knew him better reflected the warmer aspects 
of his character and  were delighted to tell tales of Percy’s disregard for 
‘convention’. 

The need for this little history is that it centres on one man who 
survived the trenches and to suggest the means by which he came to terms 
with the memory of the horror of one-on-one warfare and of constant shellfire. 
Shell Shock was almost endemic to a greater or lesser degree for those who 
fought in the trenches. It was perhaps the greatest and lasting tragedy of WW1 
that an untold numbers were reduced to quivering wrecks for the rest of their 
lives. 
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This is not an attempt to justify Percy’s life style or excuse his actions 
but rather to speculate on how he came to terms with his personal tragedy, 
whether his attitudes were a conscious projection or not. Whatever the case, it 
will never be known, but he returned to the village after the war and it was 
here he fought his demon for forty-eight years. If in doing so, he might have 
failed to observe the social niceties of village life and if he posed a threatening 
demeanour and if he scared some people with somewhat eccentric actions – 
then it should be borne in mind;  Percy had been deafened, scarred physically 
and mentally traumatised. To escape his past, he came home and lived the 
remainder of his life in the way he wanted – trying to find  a peace  and an 
escape from the memory of his desperate years as a young man. 
 He died at home on the 27th September 1964 He is buried at the 
Charmouth cemetery. I am told that prior to his death he expressed two wishes; 
the first being that his gravestone should bear the last   line of Alfred Lord 
Tennyson’s verse from Crossing the Bar – his stone reads simply, ‘Crost the 
Bar.’  The other instruction was that his Military Medal be buried with him. 
 
  I never knew Percy but it seems to me it is  infinitely sad that of a man 
of such demonstrable courage,  the only memory we have of Percy Smith is 
little more than a bundle shabby anecdotes. 

 
                           

         Peter M. Press 

 

  
 * This book is titled The Journal of Private Fraser published in 1998 

and was available in UK. It is a Fraser’s personal account of the 31st 
Battalion’s history and by coincidence parallels Percy’s story.  

  
 It is from Jean Smith, Percy’s daughter-in-law, that I am indebted for 

so much of the family history. Jean, son Alan and daughter-in-law lived in 
Charmouth relatively recently. 

I am also indebted to Maureen Bullows for her excellent assistance 
with research. 
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The Lords of the Manor of Charmouth Part lll 

 
George Hender Frean (1824-1903) 
 The Liddons finally decide to sell The Manor of Charmouth with 
Langmoor House which together with meadows is almost 100 acres, by 
Auction at the Auction Mart, Bartholomew lane in London on Thursday 18th 
August 1853.It is then bought by George Frean, aged 61 and his son George 
Henderson Frean, who originate from Plymouth for £6500. The family had 
prospered and George senior is shown as Mayor of the town at one time. They 
are described as corn merchants and operate a number of mills in the Plymouth 
neighbourhood and are shown living by Drakes Place Mill in the town. In 1844 
George had formed the Plymouth and Dartmoor Gunpowder Company near 
Postbridge, Dartmoor. Its production started in 1844 after he had spent £12000 
on the venture. The gunpowder was in great demand for both quarrying and for 
farmers clearing rock from their land. Over a hundred people were employed 
and it prospered until the invention of dynamite in 1867 when demand fell 
dramatically. George Frean retired in 1885 after selling this business.  
 It is difficult to reason why he was to pay such a large sum for the 
Charmouth Manor Estate, but in the end it proved a good investment. Before 
the year was out he was to sell off Langmoor Manor to Ann Farwell Moly for 
£3400 and a parcel of fields to John Wilcocks for £2000. His name rarely 
appears in the records of Charmouth, for at this time the Censuses show him 
living in Drake's Place in Plymouth with his family. But one interesting piece 
of information is the 1861 Census showing that his son John Hender Frean 

between 1856 and 1858 had 
three children one being born in 
Lyme Regis and the other two 
in Charmouth. But by the 1861 
Census the family had returned 
to Plymouth. He no doubt lived 
in one of his father`s houses in 
the village, but it is difficult to 
pinpoint precisely which one for 
this short period. Harrods 
Directory for 1855 describes 
George Frean as the Lord of the 
Manor and the main land 
owner.  
George Frean with his family at 

Hazelwood in Devon 
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 There is another reference to George being paid a rent of £3 a year by 
the Excise men who occupied the cliff slope immediately west of the Cement 
Factory. Here they had built the little octagonal lookout, which still stands on 
the Manor land. The deeds for the Manor of Charmouth show that he borrowed 
heavily against its value and by 1863 owed £3750. When it was eventually 
sold, his son George Hender Frean is shown as benefiting from the sale and it 

no doubt helped with the finance of 
his other business. For his claim to 
fame is that he was one of the co-
founder of the world famous biscuit 
firm - Peek Freans.   
 It is worthwhile studying the 
connections with the firm as there is 
a direct link in the neighbourhood 
with the other part of the name -Peek. 
For in 1871 Sir Henry Peek, M.P. For 
Mid Surrey established his Estate at 
Rousdon, near Lyme Regis. His 
father was James Peek who had run a 
successful Tea Importers in London 
and in 1857 wished to diversify after 
his sons refused to join the family 
business.  
An early advert for Peek Freans 

biscuits 
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James Peek, partner in Peek Bros and Co., with George Hendet Frean,  

co-founder of Peek, Frean & Co. in 1857 

 

 He decided to set up a new business and contacted George Hender 
Frean, a miller and ships biscuit maker who had married Hannah Peek, one of 
his nieces. Peek wrote to him explaining he would set up a biscuit factory for 
his sons if Frean would be manager and partner if he accepted. Sadly it did not 
work out for the sons , but Peek Freans was to prosper under George Frean. He 
went on to contact an old school friend, John Carr who had a background in 
biscuit manufacture and was to develop the famous Pearl biscuit, which was 
the pioneer of the biscuit we know today.  In 1866 they had outgrown their 
former premises and built a huge factory in Bermondsey which continued to be 
a major employer in the area until it closed down in 1989. Celebrated lines 
invented by Peek Freans were: Garibaldi (1861), Maria (1875), golden puff 
(1909), bourbon (1910),  shortcake (1912), cheeselets and Twiglets.  
 I have pondered why George Frean attended the auction in London 
when the Charmouth Estate came up in 1853. His background shows him as a 
successful entrepreneur willing to create a business from nothing as he no 
doubt was able to do with the gunpowder factory he set up on Dartmoor. He 
obviously was not that interested in Langmoor Manor as a house to live in, as 
he was soon to sell that it off and then went on to sell part of the farm very 
quickly to raise money. He used what remained as an asset to borrow against. 
His main focus must have been the setting up of a Cement Works near the 
existing Lime Kilns by the mouth of the River Char and the sea.  
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 His sister, Anna Frean had married Michael Morcom, described as a 
merchant at Plymouth in 1836. They were to have ten children. One of whom - 
George Frean Morcom was to later reside in Los Angles and become world 
famous as an Ornithologist. But in 1851, the family are living at St Agnes in 
Cornwall and Michael is described as a Mine Agent. No doubt with a 
background in quarrying the Morcoms would be ideal for running a Cement 
Factory for George. By January 7th  , 1863 the building we see today had been 
finished by the local builders, Pryers and a later auction catalogue reveals that 
Mr. Morcom of Plymouth had a 21 year lease and was paying £100 a year rent 
for a Cement Mill, a stone and slated building, with two floors, a lean-to, and 
two kilns. On top of the rent there were royalties of 1s 6d per ton on cement, 1s 
per ton on unmanufactured stone, 1s per ton on manganese, and 2s per 1000 on 
all bricks, tiles and other like articles manufactured by the lessee. But sadly the 
business never took off and may well have contributed to George Frean`s 
decision to sell his Estate to John Hawkshaw on January 1 1864 for £6000. 
This was precisely 10 years from the day he had bought his property in 
Charmouth from the Liddons. So ended an interesting chapter in Charmouth`s 
history which few people would be aware of. It does explain why the Cement 
Works came to be built. In its day, a white elephant due to its size, but now an 
important resource for the promotion of the town. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Cement Works c.1890 with Bathing Machines. 
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Sir John Hawkshaw ( 1864– 1870) 
 
 After the decade of the Freans` ownership of the Manor of Charmouth, 
the village was to briefly be owned by a person of national importance - Sir 
John Hawkshaw, the great Victorian Engineer. Though he was to purchase the 
Manor from George Frean on January 1st 1864, he had earlier in 1855 bought 
property in the town from Matthew Liddon. This was probably Lily Farm, on 
the western edge of the village. His main objective in ownership of these and 
other properties in the vicinity was his proposal to construct a railway linking 
Bridport, Charmouth, Lyme and Axminster. In this way they would be 
connected to the main lines. Bridport already had a station opened in 1857 and 
The London and South West Railway and Great Western had proposed a 
branch to Lyme in the 1860's. He also had political aspirations and had stood 
as an unsuccessful Liberal candidate at Andover in 1863. The earlier 1854 
auction details made this perfectly clear when it noted that the Estate "offers an 
important opportunity to any gentleman desirous of possession of political 
influence, being attached to the Borough of Lyme Regis, of which it forms a 
considerable portion". His plans for connecting his estate in Charmouth with 
the railway and constructing a station were only a small fraction of the many 
projects he was involved with at this time. Just a short list would include 
finishing Brunel`s Clifton Suspension Bridge (1860), designing Charing Cross 
Station, construction of sections of London's Underground. He also designed 

the bridge over Narmada 
River, India, was engineer of 
Amsterdam ship canal 
(1862) and wrote a report on 
the route chosen for the Suez 
Canal (1863).He designed a 
number of docks including 
he Albert Dock at Hull and 
the West India Dock in 
London. If that was not 
enough he was also the 
consultant engineer on the 
Severn Tunnel and in 1872 
was engineer for the first 
Channel Tunnel scheme. 
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A map showing the proposed route of the Bridport, Lyme &  

Axminster line which included a station at Charmouth in 1864. 

Interior of Charing Cross Station showing  

trains and the iron roof, London  circa. 1860  
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 He would 
stand comparison 
with Isambard 
Kingdom Brunel in 
his career, but unlike 
him lived to a good 
age (80) and died a 
rich man leaving 
£220,000, a fortune 
in those days.  
 He wasted 
little time in 
submitting his plans 
for the line which 
was to be called the 
Bridport, Lyme and 
Axminster Railway, 
for in November that 
year the detailed plans 
and sections were 
submitted to 
Parliament with his name as Consultant Engineer and Lord of the Manor of 
Charmouth. He would also appear as chief landowner and Lord of Charmouth 
in Directories of the time. His was not the first proposal for connecting the 
village to its neighbours, for in 1846 Joseph Locke had submitted detail plans 

to Parliament for a line 
with a station behind 
the Catherston cottages 
for the Yeovil and 
Dorchester Railway. In 
the same year Brunel 
planned a line linking 
Charmouth with Yeovil 
and Bridport for the 
Great Western. But 
both of these failed as 
money ran out after the 
period of “Railway 
Mania” that swept 
England. 
 

Plans for the Bridport, Lyme & Axminster Railway 

detailing Sir John Hawkshaw as the engineer. 

The Bridport, lyme & Axminster Railway Company 

map showing the Charmouth section, with access. 
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 If all had gone to 
plan, the village would 
have had a Station at the 
rear of The Street where 
the Recreation Field is 
today with access along 
Barrs Lane. 
Unfortunately the Bill 
that was sent to 
Parliament by 
Hawkshaw for the 
necessary powers had to 
be withdrawn in the face 
of opposition by the 
Great Western and 
South Western Railway. 
Amongst the other plans 
to be seen in the Dorset 

Record Office is one by 
the Lyme Regis Railway 
to extend the line to 
Bridport. The first sod 

had been cut in September 1874 and the bill had been submitted, but it was 
withdrawn in the House of Lords. If it had gone ahead the line would have 
followed the shore and then cut across to the west of the Heritage Centre and 
along a section of Lower Sea Lane.  
 Now Hawkshaw`s plans had been thwarted, he decided on standing for 
election for Lyme Regis on July12th 1865, but was prevented by his holding of 
government appointments. But undeterred, his son John Clarke Hawkshaw 
stood instead. The results make interesting reading, for a List published soon 
after show that the other candidate, John Treeby, received 87 votes against 
Hawkshaws 92 in Lyme Regis. But in Charmouth he lost heavily to Treeby 
who received 14 more votes and won. This same  son was only 24 at the time 
and after getting his degree at Cambridge joined his father`s practice in 
London. He worked with his father on many important projects and is shown as 
still owning Lily Farm in the village until it was sold by him in 1915. Another 
interesting fact about him is that he was Sir Charles Darwin's nephew. This and 
the close proximity to the Jurassic Coast must have fostered his love of 
collecting fossils, which are on display at Haslemere Museum in Surrey in their 
original cabinets and contained Ichthyosaurs from Charmouth.  
 There are few references to Sir John Hawkshaw`s time in Charmouth, 
but one interesting news cutting from Pullmans Weekly shows him in a good 
light. It describes the celebration that followed the opening of the village`s 
water supply on the 29th June 1865 and informs us that  “The waterworks were  

Gareth Slater`s view of how Charmouth station 

might have looked on its opening if it had gone 

ahead. 
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a great benefit to the place and the thanks of the inhabitants were expressed to 
Mr. John Hawkshaw, Lord of the Manor, for coming forward so liberally in 
the matter. Taps were placed by the side of The Street for the use of those who 
did not possess a well and pump ”. The source of the water appears to have 
been a spring in “Grange Mead” then owned by him and no doubt his 
engineering skills were instrumental in its construction. The reference book of 
1871 - “Return of Owners of Land” reveals that he owned 112 acres of land in  
Charmouth. It seems that in that year he was to sell the manor to James 
Coulton, though it is confusing to see an Auction catalogue for 1867 showing 
the Estate for sale by Driver and Co. in London. A number of lots were sold 
including the adjoining "Drang" field but the main one no.31 containing the 
Manor of Charmouth and the Cement Mill failed to reach its reserve and was 
sold on subsequently. It is an interesting document as it reveals the extent of 
the Estate that was mainly to the south of The Street. Although he was not able 
to achieve his dream of building a railway through Charmouth or being elected 
its Member of Parliament, Sir John Hawkshaw and his son did initiate the 
villages first water supply and still owned property here until 1915.  
         Neil Mattingly 

 

 

The map from the auction catalogue for 1867 showing the estate for sale by 

Driver and Co. in London. Lot 30 is the Drang which sold on the day, 

whereas Lot 31 did not sell until 1871. 
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 Rev. Francis Orpen Morris  

 
  I lived abroad for 28 years; one of the greatest pleasures in returning to 
England  on summer holidays was of course, to be with family again. High on 
the list of other joys were the prospects of Wimbledon, Test  Cricket and a 
host of friends. They were happy times. 
 In an attempt to balance my dual existence and to assuage the nostalgia 
that besets any ‘Ex Pat’ on occasions - even when in such a glorious country 
as Canada - I created a little bit of England in the basement: I built a pub down 
there. It was a wonderful bit of fakery; all manner of odd, old timber was 
scavenged, a bar built, an iron stove installed; there was even a jar of pickled 
onions on the bar. (It was never actually opened). There remained one great 
deficiency and that was of appropriate olde worlde illustrations to complete 
the ‘authentic’ image of the décor. This quest brings me right back to the 
subject at hand. 
 So, whilst on holiday in England, antique shops were gleaned for 19th 
century prints on rustic or historic subjects. The first favoured were naval 
prints of the Age-of-Sail, engraved by E. Finden and painted by E.W. Cooke, 
particularly of Portsmouth Harbour –for especial reasons. Another area of 
interest that was to grow into a virtual obsession was the collection of bird 
prints. As my collection of prints grew, a familiarity with the style of a 
particular artist  became evident. A name emerged: the Rev. Francis Orpen 
Morris 1810 - 1893. 
                                 Dipper 

 From 
childhood, Francis 
and his younger 
brother Beverley 
were avid students of 
natural history, with 
ornithology being an 
especial interest. 
Ultimately, the 
experience gained by 
dedicated fieldwork 
and study led Francis 
to the authorship of 
many books on 
Natural History, the 
most significant 
being A History of 
British Birds in 1851.  
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 The success of this history and subsequent publications was enhanced 
by the outstanding skills of the illustrators of the books, his friends and famous 
associates – Benjamin Fawcett, one of the finest woodblock colour printers of 
that day and Frank Lydon the illustrator of the prints. The reason for the 
publication of such a topic in this issue of The Village Echo (even though I 
admit a birdy bias) is that it is legitimate history. Charmouth and the 
immediate coast figured in the great scientific revolution of that day and age. 
Its greater prominence is in the geological and palaeontological realms when 
traditional concepts regarding ‘time’ and ‘origins’ were being   confronted by 
new theories supported by the evidence within the cliffs. 
 Another aspect of the great scientific revolution was taking place here, 
although it was not as confrontational as the previous one. The new pursuit 
was to be known as Natural History. It was a great drive to bring an 
understanding and an order to the study of all living things. This is a gross 
simplification but ultimately it brought about many branches – biology being 
one of the new sciences and for the sake of this article ornithology was 
another.   
 Having told of the work of Francis Morris and of my obsessive need to 
acquire his works over many years, it came as something of a surprise when  
                               
Whinchat 

ferreting through some papers, 
I found a record of an address 
that Dr. Lang* had given to 
the Dorset Natural History and 
Archaeological Society in 
1940, entitled: Early Days of 
Natural History at Charmouth, 
in which I discovered the 
Morris family had actually 
lived in Charmouth for twenty 
years!! 
 Capt. (later Admiral) 
Henry Gage Morris came to 
Charmouth in 1826 and it was 
here that his sons Francis 
Orpen Morris and Beverley 
pursued their scientific 
interests. They were dedicated 
observers of all wild forms 
especially birds and in no 
sense ‘Twitchers’ to use a 
modern ‘derogative’.  They  
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 made detailed observations of their sightings, recording details such as dates, 
habitat and location and distinctive behaviour of species. Such details were 
sent to and recorded in such publications as The Naturalist and Loudon’s 
Magazine of Natural History. Both brothers became editors of The Naturalist, 
Beverley from 1851 –1855  and Francis for several years following.  
  Some of their observations of a hundred and eighty years ago make 
interesting reading: - Chough, Hoopoe, Stone Curlew, Red Necked Grebe, 
Grey Phalarope are among many others that were recorded. (Even then the 
Common Gull was not a common sighting). They reported a Stone Curlew’s 
nest near the Devil’s Bellows, Death Heads Moths on the slope of Stonebarrow 
and saw the beached whale Balaenoptera boops. 
  It may be noticed that list of species recorded by the brothers a hundred 
and eighty years ago employs the modern nomenclature of bird names. 
Attempts to standardise the English names of species began slowly in 16th and 
17th centuries, accelerating in 18th century and 19th centuries, particularly with 
Pennant’s British Zoology (Birds) of 1768. Quite simply the need was to 
standardise the wonderful variety of vernacular bird names that had evolved 
geographically over the centuries.   The Latin of the Linnaean system still has  
                                         
Wren 

its place for the scientist  - 
but hardly for  those in a 
hide by the local marsh. 
Here is an example of two, 
once local birds, whose 
names were not resolved 
during the brother’s time: 
Fork-tailed Petrel –Leach’s 
Petrel?   Richardson’s Skua  
- Pomerine Skua? 
           The hey day of the 
Morris brothers’ fieldwork 
was in the period 1830 – 
40. Although there were 
other observers and record-
ers soon to follow - R. H. 
Sweeting being well known 
to the Morris brothers - Dr. 
Lang* said that: ‘except for 
geologists these brothers 
were the first Charmouth 
naturalists of whom I can 
find any record’.   
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              There were most significant contemporaries however. It is a 
remarkable fact that there were four other men with coincidental dates who 
published books on British birds. They were outstanding artists and publishers 
and dedicated field observers,  who made outstanding  contributions  to 
ornithology within a very narrow time frame. Their names were: Thomas 
Bewick (1753-1828;  Benjamin Fawcett (1808-1893);  John Gould (1804-
1881); Francis Orpen Morris (1810-1893); John Cordeaux (1802-1899). John 
Gould was born in Lyme Regis. If you compare the dates of Gould and Morris, 
then surely they must have met. 
 There are several earlier books on British birds: Thomas Bewick 
preceded Morris’s first publication by half a century. He was an outstanding 
ornithologist and student of the outdoors and a most accomplished illuminator 
in his books He published his History of British Birds in two volumes in 1797. 
he used the woodblock process for his illustrations - his work was simply 
outstanding.  
 John Gould was a local lad from Lyme Regis who led a remarkable 
career. He began as a taxidermist, became a bird artist, travelled the world, 
writing on many subjects and particularly his five - volume Birds of Europe in 
1837.  For this he wrote the text and completed the illustrations. He was a 
prolific painter and writer on Hummingbirds, Birds of Australia, Asia and New 
Guinea. His Birds of Great Britain was published in 1862 – 73. This list just 
brushes the surface of his accomplishments. He had an extraordinary career. 

Francis Orpen Morris decided on the Church as his career and was 
appointed in 1834 first as curate at Hanging Heaton near Dewsbury and later, 
to a smaller living near Driffield in East Yorkshire.   Benjamin  Fawcett  was  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cuckoo 
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already in business there as a printer, bookbinder and   bookseller: Frank 
Lydon was his apprentice.   
 The association of these three outstanding talents provided the 
extraordinary quality of the publication, A history of British birds. It was a 
major ornithological study that gave a description of a bird, its range, 
distribution, behaviour and migratory patterns. Yet another interesting aspect 
of the work was the steps in classifying and naming of species. Some, a very 
few, of the regional names were given, but of significance were the attempts 
to standardise the scientific Latin `binominals` by other of Morris`s 
contemporaries. 
  Apart from the quality of the comprehensive textual content, the 
distinguishing factor in the Morris publications was in the quality of Benjamin 
Fawcett’s illustrations. He employed the woodblock technique as did Bewick 
and Gould, but Fawcett’s great innovation was the development of a coloured 
woodblock print. The basic principle was to select blocks of fine-grained 
hardwood - box wood or pear wood were favoured. On a perfectly even 
surface of the block an image, most frequently a bird, was painted. Around the 
outline of the image a cut into the wood was made. The surrounding surface 
was carefully cut away so that  the subject stood proud on the block. If it were 
to be inked and pressed at this stage the image on the paper would be black. It 
follows that everything on the surface that was to be in white or another 
colour had to be cut out of the black image Any other colours required on the 
image had to be cut on another carefully sculpted block that was then 
impressed upon the original image - that was still white ready to accept the 
additional colour. Every print was subjected to several cuts for colours. It was 
a slow tedious process, but when done effectively the result was remarkable. 
It was by this process of superfine craftsmanship  that the Morris publications 
were produced for sale. These are some of the works: 
 A History of British Birds in 1851; A Natural History of the Nests and 
Eggs of British Birds in 1850 – 57; A History of British Butterflies in 1852 
and A Natural History of Moths in 1859. 
  In this issue examples of the work of the Morris team are displayed 
below. They give some indication of the excellence of outstanding skill in the 
production of the  Morris  publications end especially of Benjamin Fawcett’s  
work.                                                                                                                                         
        Peter M. Press 

 

*W.D.Lang, Sc.D., M.A., F.R.S., F.G.S., F.Z.S 
  Dr. Lang lived in Charmouth for his long retirement. He was originally 
a geologist and his earliest   work was his defining the geology of our area. 
These were recorded on a number of beautiful geologic maps of the 
Charmouth area. 
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MORGANS OF CHARMOUTH 
3-4 The Arcade , Charmouth, Dorset, DT6 6PU 

YOUR VILLAGE STORE 
    WITH A DIFFERENCE 

Hensleigh Hotel 
Licensed Restaurant 

Lower Sea Lane, Charmouth 
Morning Coffees, Cream Teas, 

Light Lunches, A La Cart Restaurant 
 

We aim to always use Fresh Local Produce 

We look forward to welcoming you soon! 
We're always happy to cater for your Special Occasion Meals or Buffets 

 

Reservations please call John or Caroline on 01297 560830 

C. & D.E. PATTIMORE 
Family Butcher 

 

The Street, Charmouth, Dorset. 
 

      Tel No :-  01297 561666 

To advertise in this  
Space Contact 

Peter Press 
01297 560647 
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CHARMOUTH STORES 
Your 

NISA 
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Phil & Carol Tritton 

Tel:- 01297 560304 

CHARMOUTH FISH BAR 
  TAKE AWAY & 
  RESTAURANT 

 

  NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND 
 

  FOR DETAILS OF OPENING TIMES 
 

    Telephone : 01297 560220 
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MIKE BOWDITCH 
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Maintenance Work 
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The George Inn 
16th Century Coach House 
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Real Ales 
Large Garden & play Area 

Sunday Lunch Carvery 
Dean & Marie Herbert 

FRANCIS LOCK 
M.R. PHARMS.S 

PHARMACIST 
CHARMOUTH 

Developing & Printing 
Kodak Films 

Toiletries & Cosmetics 

Tel :- 01297 560261 

D.COZENS 
Removals 

Delivery of any item or Part load 

34, Bridge Rd , Charmouth. 

 

Tel:- 01297 560773 

Charmouth Community Hall 
Is available for hire for receptions and functions of all sorts 

Sports :-Badminton Court, Soft Tennis 
Games:- Bingo is held on the 3rd Friday in the month. Eyes down at 7.30pm 

Drama :-Pantomime, Short Plays, Musicals,  Come along and join us.  

Phone Leslie Bowditch on 01297 560572 or 560962 

To advertise in this  
Space Contact 

Peter Press 
01297 560647 
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